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Oxford
Family Dentistry

252 Main Street 
Oxford, MA 01540

508-987-8114

Scan to book an 
appointment!

Why patients choose us:
• Private practice with in-house membership plans for 

those without dental insurance
• Digital impressions and same-day crowns
• Implats using state of the art technology for guided surgery
• Always accepting new patients

Dr. Batlle and Dr. Oleynik are a 
husband and wife team!

WEBSTER —  On May 
23, Corey Rosier, a prom-
inent right field prospect 
for the Worcester Red 
Sox, visited Park Avenue 

Elementary School’s 
graduating fourth grad-
ers for a little Q and A 
session. 

“Corey was awesome,” 

said Matthew Aronian, 
the school’s Dean of  
Students. “He brought 
a fabulous message 
that hard  work, per-
sistence  and dedication 
can pay off.” 

Rosier walked into a 
press conference style 
venue with  125 4th grad-
ers cheering him on to 
ACDC’s Thunderstruck. 

“He was able to instant-
ly connect with the 4th 
graders because of  his 
relatability and humor,” 
exclaimed Matthew 
Aronian. 

Rosier answered many 
of  the fourth graders’ 
questions,  including one 
that asked what his favor-
ite animal was;  many 
questions were geared 
around what it took to 
become an MLB play-
er. The fourth graders 
were glued to his every 
word as he continual-
ly hammered home the 
message about being per-
sistent and not to give up 
on your dream. He was 
lucky enough to face  off  
against two of  our Merit  
Award winning fourth 
grade students who chal-
lenged him to name as 
many fruits as he could 
in 15 seconds (hint: the 
two students won); Corey 
was a great sport and left 
with a signed ball from all 
of  our fourth graders at 
Park Avenue Elementary 
School that was present-
ed by The PAE 4th Grade 
Leadership team.  Corey 
came to Polar Park in 
2023 and has been com-
pared to the likes of  Luis 
Arraez and other greats 
of  the present and past. 

Dudley seeks 
path forward 

as voters reject 
waterline  

project funding 
BY JASON BLEAU  

CORRESPONDENT 

DUDLEY — Funding for the remediation and 
mitigation of  PFAS continues to be one of  the most 
contentious issues in Dudley, and was the focal 
point of  two of  the most debated articles on the 
May 19 annual town meeting warrant with mixed 
results. 

While voters finally approved borrowing to con-
tinue with mitigation, an article seeking funds for 
“the final solution,” a water line extension into the 
Eagle Drive neighborhood, was the only article of  
the night to fail. 

Residents approved the borrowing of  $349,284.51 
which will allow the town to continue to mitigate 
PFAS contamination in the Eagle Drive neigh-
borhood including purchase and maintenance of  
filtration systems, testing, and other requirements 
set forth by the Department of  Environmental 
Protection. The money was previously rejected by 
voters at two prior town meetings putting the town 
at risk for legal ramification and fines as failure 
to fund the mitigation would not only prevent the 
town from meeting DEP mandates, but also put 
Dudley in violation of  a contract with Gentex who 
has agreed to fund its own half  of  the mitigation as 
they have been deemed a responsible party along-
side the town. Town Administrator Jonathan Ruda 
said he was glad that the voters finally saw the need 
for this investment. 

“I’m satisfied that we were able to demonstrate 
that this funding is not optional, it is an ongoing 
legal requirement,” said Ruda, who acknowledged 
that the funding only temporarily satisfies what 
is a long-term expense without a final solution. 
“The vote only secured funding for money owed 
and projected for ongoing mitigation through the 
end of  calendar year 2025. More funding will be 

Oxford 
rejects 
school 

and police 
overrides

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD —  After the 
May 20 town election, 
people watching town gov-
ernment will see a couple 
of  changes on the town’s 
leading boards.

David Cornacchioli 
is moving from the 
School Committee to the 
Selectboard, taking a seat 
alongside governmental 
newcomer Joshua Boyda. 
The two of  them bested 
Chris Everitt, 807 to 757 
to 456, respectively. Matt 
Pearson also attracted 432 
write-in votes.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Cornacchioli’s school seat 
will now be occupied by 
Amanda Bourbeau, who 
defeated Jennifer Pearson, 
760 to 598.

“I’m honored to 
have received the high-
est number of  votes 
for Selectboard,” 
Cornacchioli said by email 
afterward. “It’s clear to 
me that residents value a 
strong voice, transparen-
cy, and accountability in 
local government—prin-
ciples I am committed to 
upholding.”

The races, however, 
were probably not the 
primary draw for a lot of  
voters to the polls that day, 
since there were also two 
Proposition 2.5 override 
questions – one for the 
schools, one for the police. 
Both failed by large mar-
gins – the schools 452-1066, 

WEBSTER —  On 
Wednesday, May 21, stu-
dents and faculty from 
Saint Joseph School 
embarked on a special 
pilgrimage as part of  
the Jubilee Year of  Hope, 
a year-long celebra-
tion of  faith and reflec-
tion, and the Diocese of  

Worcester’s 75th Jubilee. 
Led by Headmaster and 
Pastor Rev. Grzegorz 
Chodkowski and orga-
nized by Principal Beth 
Boudreau, the pilgrim-
age brought together 165 
students and 15 faculty 
members for a meaning-
ful journey of  faith.

A pilgrimage is a 
sacred journey undertak-
en to deepen one’s con-
nection to God and reflect 
on one’s faith. This pil-
grimage to Notre Dame 
Church in Southbridge 
was especially significant 
as it allowed the Saint 
Joseph School commu-

nity to visit another pil-
grimage church within 
the diocese, complement-
ing their experiences at 
Saint Joseph Basilica. 
Visiting multiple pil-
grimage sites during the 
Jubilee Year provides 
students with a broad-
er understanding of  the 

importance of  faith in 
our local Church and the 
universal Church. 

Notre Dame Church 
belongs to Saint John Paul 
II Parish in Southbridge. 
Saint John Paul II Parish 
was established by the 
Most Reverend Robert 

Courtesy

Shawn Hetherman (Custodian) and Corey Rosier (Woo Sox right fielder)  pausing for a brief 
picture before they entered the building. 

WooSox right fielder meets the 
“press” at Park Ave Elementary

A journey of faith and reflection

Courtesy

Saint Joseph School pilgrims were warmly greeted by second and third-grade students from Trinity Catholic Academy, who held up a huge, handmade welcome 
sign and greeted everyone with beaming smiles, creating a beautiful atmosphere of fellowship and community.

Saint Joseph School makes pilgrimage to Notre Dame Church

Turn To DUDLEY page  A10

Turn To OXFORD page  A10 Turn To PILGRIMAGE page  A16



BY HELEN POIRIER
AUBURN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

AUBURN — One of  the newest exhibits in the 
Auburn Historical Society Museum was donated 
by the descendants of  M. Louise Edgerly. In the 
past, the museum has put on display vintage 
Valentines that were given to Louise when she 
was a teacher. The current exhibit has watches, 
jewelry, needlepoint footstools and rugs that were 
once owned by the Edgerly family. 

Louise was born in 1893 in Worcester to John H. 
Edgerly and Harriet [Shelton] who migrated from 
Maine to Massachusetts around 1855, that’s when 
they got married in Boston.

Harriet, also known as Hattie, was born in New 
Brunswick, Canada. Her parents immigrated to 
the United States in 1892 and lived in Worcester 
according to the 1900 census. 

John H. Edgerly eventually opened a bakery 
at 203 Commercial St. in Worcester. His obitu-
ary stated that he was known as the Worcester 
“Cruller King.” He opened a second bakery in 
Springfield. When John died, his son, Howard, 
inherited both shops. He sold the Worcester shop 
and concentrated on the Springfield location until 
he died in 1940.

Louise was born in 1891 in Worcester, and lived 
there until about 1929, when the family moved 
to Adella St. in Auburn. Louise wanted to be a 

teacher and started her career in Auburn 
in 1911 at the Elm Hill Primary School as 
an assistant. After two years she became 
a teacher at Maywood School from 1912-
1914. The following year she seemed to 
have assignments at Maywood and Boyce 
StREET schools, according to the town 
report. Finally, in 1915, she was assigned 
to just the Boyce Street school where she 
taught until 1940. During the years 1924-
1926, Louise was principal and teach-
er, which is not an easy way to teach. 
Through the years she taught grades 
3-6. Louise retired from teaching in 1940 
and according to a news article in the 
Worcester Gazette, Louise and her moth-
er went on a tour of  the West during the 
summer. Louise married Ezra Bixby, who 
was a mechanic, in 1941.

Louise was active in fundraising for the 
Red Cross and her church; the Lake View 
Congregational Church in Worcester. 
Louise died Sept. 12, 1973. Her husband 
died Jan. 11 of  the same year. 

The items on display give a sense of  
what the Edgerly family was like. There 
is an oval floral needle point rug with a 
matching foot stool that one can picture 
in the living room of  the Edgerly home 
along with some China figurines and a 
candy dish. The pocket watches may go 
back to when Ezra Bixby worked on the 
railway in Worcester. Come to the muse-
um and find out more about the exhibit 
and the family behind it. 

This article is made possible by the 
Auburn Historical Society & Museum, 41 
South St. The museum is open Tuesday 
and Saturday mornings 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., and may be reached at auburnmu-
seum@verizon.net, 508-832-6856, www.
auburnhistoricalmuseum.org or follow 
us on Facebook at Auburn Historical. 

W O R C E S T E R 
—  Mechanics Hall pres-
ents the United States 
Army Field Band and 
Soldiers’ Chorus in a free 
concert Monday, June 
16, 2025. In celebration 
of  the 250th anniversa-
ry of  the United States 
Army, the Concert Band 
and the Soldiers’ Chorus 
will honor past, present, 
and future military ser-
vice with a powerful and 
patriotic program in the 
Great Hall of  Mechanics 
Hall. 

Based in Washington, 
D.C., the U.S. Army Field 
Band is known as the 
“Musical ambassadors of  

the Army.” Made up of  
active-duty soldiers, the 
elite musicians connect 
with communities across 
the country and around 
the world through live 
performances and digi-
tal outreach, inspiring 
patriotism and honoring 
those who have served 
with every note. The U.S. 
Army Field Band is con-
sidered by music critics 
to be one of  the most ver-
satile and inspiring musi-
cal organizations in the 
world. 

The Concert Band is 
the oldest and largest of  
the Field Band’s four per-
forming components. The 

65-member instrumental 
ensemble have performed 
for over 100 million peo-
ple since its founding in 
1946, performing diverse 
and powerful programs 
that include marches, 
overtures, pop music, and 
patriotic selections. The 
group have performed 
in a wide variety of  set-
tings, from world-famous 
concert halls and presi-
dential inaugurations to 
fairgrounds and school 
gymnasiums. Regardless 
of  the venue, the pag-
eantry and professional-
ism of  the Band’s perfor-
mance have entertained 
audiences for nearly 80 

years, creating emotional 
experiences and instill-
ing pride in American 
heritage. 

The Band will be 
accompanied by the 
acclaimed Soldiers’ 
Chorus, a 24-member 
vocal ensemble with a 
rich performing history. 
The Chorus have per-
formed internationally 
and throughout all 50 
states, with top sympho-
ny orchestras including 
the Boston Pops, and at 
significant events includ-
ing the Kennedy Center 
Honors, the rededica-
tion of  the Statue of  
Liberty, and State funer-

als of  U.S. Presidents. 
With repertoire ranging 
from classical and opera 
to Broadway, pop, and 
Americana, the Chorus 
showcases both ensemble 
excellence and individual 
artistry. 

The joining of  these two 
ensembles allows them to 
offer unparalleled versa-
tility of  programming, 
ranging from orchestral 
masterworks and operat-
ic arias to Sousa march-
es, jazz classics, pop hits, 
and Broadway musicals. 

Registration and tickets 
are not required for this 
Mechanics Hall concert - 
entry is free and open to 

the public. Cabaret-style 
seating is available on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis starting at 11:30am, 
and the performance will 
take place from 12:00pm 
to 1:00pm. Attendees may 
bring their own lunch, 
and additional food and 
beverage options will be 
available for purchase. 

Mechanics Hall is 
located at 321 Main St., 
Worcester. The Great 
Hall is on the 3rd floor, 
which is accessible by 
elevator from the Waldo 
Street entrance, or by 
stairs from both the Main 
Street and Waldo Street 
entrances.
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Almanac
Open to Close

DUDLEY

Dudley Town Hall (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices), 
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00 
AM-12:00 PM.

Dudley Police Department (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
Dudley Fire Department (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday.........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

Oxford Town Hall (508) 987-6027 
Board of  Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues.,  Thurs.......... 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday............................. 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday................................... 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Oxford Police Department (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

Oxford Fire Department (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................. 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

Webster Town Hall (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday...................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday............................... 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Webster Police Department
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
 Webster Fire Department (949-3875)

Monday-Friday......................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday................................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

US Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus 
brings free concert to Mechanics Hall

Edgerly- Bixby — The 
Family Behind the Exhibit

Courtesy

Jenna Marie Bird of Oxford graduated on June 16 from the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst with her Doctor of Nursing 
Practice, Family Nurse Practitioner degree. Bird graduated 
from Oxford High School in 2013 and then attended Quinnipiac 
University, graduating with her Bachelors of Science in Nursing.  
After graduation, she worked as an emergency room nurse at St. 
Francis Hospital, Boston Children’s Hospital, and most recently 
Emerson Hospital. She looks forward to starting her new role as a  
Nurse Practitioner at a pediatric primary care office this summer.



WORCESTER — It was another won-
derful day on and off  the golf  course, 
as Reliant Foundation’s 27th  annu-
al  Drive for a Difference  Golf  Classic 
and Auction took place at Pleasant 
Valley Country Club on May 19, raising 
more than   $200,000 in support of  its 
Community Grants program. The pro-
ceeds raised will be added to the more 
than $6.4 million raised through this 
event since its inception.

 
“This year’s  Drive for a 

Difference  once again demonstrated 
the unwavering support of  our donors, 
volunteers, and community partners 
as we work to raise funds for critical 
mental health and behavioral health-fo-
cused programs across the Central and 
MetroWest regions of  Massachusetts,” 
said Kelsa Zereski, President of  Reliant 
Foundation. “Due in large part to the 
success of  last year’s event, Reliant 
Foundation was able to provide a 
record $1 million in Community Grants 
last fall, and thanks to our supporters, 
we’re hoping to do it again this fall.”

 
Following the round, more than 175 

guests enjoyed a social reception, din-
ner, auction, and awards program. The 
event’s auction offered supporters the 
opportunity to bid online throughout 
the day and featured exclusive get-
aways, exciting concerts, exception-
al dining experiences, great sporting 
events, and more.

 
Proceeds from  Drive for a 

Difference  will allow Reliant 
Foundation to continue supporting 
nonprofit organizations in the region 
that provide programs and services 

to address mental 
health and behav-
ioral health (par-
ticularly for chil-
dren and youth), 

recovery programming for individuals 
battling substance use, and initiatives 
aimed at eliminating the stigma associ-
ated with these issues.

 
More than 30 local organizations 

and individuals provided sponsorship 
of  the event, including lead sponsors: 
North Bridge Wealth Management 
(Gold Sponsor); Robert and Jane 
Klugman (Dinner Sponsor), Gene and 
Julianne DeFeudis (Lunch Sponsor), 
The Hanover Insurance Group 
Foundation (Golf  Cart Sponsor), 
Mass General Brigham Health Plan 
(Snack Cart Sponsor), J. Michael 
Grenon, Grimes & Co. (Raffle Sponsor); 
Anna Maria College, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of  Massachusetts, FUJIFILM 
Healthcare Americas Corporation, 
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, Imperial 
Distributors, F.W. Madigan Company,, 
NAI Glickman, Kovago & Jacobs, 
SALMON VNA & Hospice, UMass 
Memorial Health, UniBank, Worcester 
State University (Deluxe Foursome 
Sponsors); Bay State Bank, Coghlin 
Companies, Cornerstone Bank, 
Kelleher & Sadowsky, and Stowe & 
Degon (Scoreboard Sponsors), among 
others.

 
Additional information about  Drive 

for a Difference  and lending support 
to Reliant Foundation can be found 
at ReliantFoundation.org.

 
About The Reliant Foundation

Established in 1988, Reliant 
Foundation is an independent public 
charity whose mission is to improve the 
health and well-being of  individuals of  
all ages in the Central and MetroWest 
regions of  Massachusetts. As a 501(c)3 
charity, the Foundation offers grants to 
non-profit organizations within its ser-
vice area for the purpose of  supporting 
programs that battle critical commu-

nity health issues 
like substance 
use disorder, and 
children’s mental 
health. Our charity 
partners work with 
thousands of  indi-
viduals in our com-
munity to provide 
life-saving recovery 
coaching, mental 
health and behav-
ioral health ser-
vices, and impact-
ful education and 
initiatives to reduce 
the stigma around 
these issues. For 
more information, 
please visit  www.
reliantfoundation.
org. 
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$1895*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends June 21, 2025

38

BARGAIN
 BAY

BIG SAVINGS
 ON

While Supplies Last

Interior/Exterior Doors & Windows  at Super Bargain Prices

Visit our
Online 

Bargain Bay
affordable

windows.com

ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Spring
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
YARD SALE

Saturday, 
June 7, 2025

8:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Killdeer Island
Webster, MA

Puppies for Sale
Beagles -

 pure bred tri color
Parents on site

3 males. 2 females
1st shots provided

$800
 (cash or check only)

Ready to Go
Call Jim at

 508-294-7264

www.StonebridgePress.com

Reliant Foundation’s 27th Annual Drive for a 
Difference Golf Classic and Auction raises more 

than $200,000 to support community grants

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news
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2 Lake St., Webster
508-949-3880
Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Wednesday 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!
	 Want to receive updates about 

our upcoming events? Sign up for email 
alerts by visiting our website or con-
tacting our Adult Services Librarian 
Jessica Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.
org

Adult Programming
Yoga – Saturdays at 9:30 AM 
Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E. 

Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class 
for all levels. In Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga 
translates to the “uniting of  movement 
with breath.” A typical class involves 
centering the mind with the breath, 
aromatherapy, movement of  the body to 
release energetic blockages, and, finally, 
rest and relaxation. Classes are free. 
Funded by the Friends of  the Gladys E. 
Kelly Public Library.

Yoga Nidrā – Wednesday Mornings in 
June at 8:15AM

	 Join Adult Services Librarian 
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidrā practice to 
start your day on Wednesdays. Jess will 
guide participants through a few sim-
ple yoga asanas to release physical ten-
sion. Participants will then settle into a 
reclined position for a guided relaxation 
(yoga nidrā). If  you have your own yoga 
mat, please bring it and be sure to dress 
in comfortable clothing. This program 
takes place before the library officially 
opens. Registration is required and Jess 
will meet you at the program door. 

Library for All – First Two Mondays; 
Last Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga or 
Craft)

	 This program includes one 
chair yoga class and one craft project 
that will be held on first two Mondays 
and the last two Fridays of  the month. 
Either join Jess for a one-hour relaxing 
Chair Yoga class or join us for our craft 
program. Check the online calendar to 
see which event is scheduled. No expe-
rience necessary. This program is for 
teens and adults of  all abilities and their 
caregivers. Please call ahead if  special 
accommodations or requirements are 
needed. We are happy to accommodate!

Friends Spring Concert Series: Big 
Jon Short on Thursday, June 12th at 
6:30PM

	 Armed with foot percussion, 
a National Reso-phonic Guitar and 
Lowebow cigar-box reso-hillharp, Big 
Jon Short’s high energy solo perfor-
mances bring a foot-stomping show that 
taps into the heart of  the songs, regional 
styles, and folklore of  the blues and its 
importance to American music.

Adult Book Group – Monday, June 
16th at 6:30PM

	 Join the Adult Book Group for 
their discussion of  A Woman of  No 
Importance by Sonia Purnell. Copies of  
the book are available at the Circulation 
Desk.

Cookbook Club – Tuesday, June 17th 
at 6:00PM

	 Join us in celebrating one of  
our own! Sarah Reed is a member of  our 
cookbook club AND she has a cookbook 
coming out next year! She has loads 
of  recipes to choose from  on her blog 
(BestLittleMoments.com). Choose one 
of  her recipes to bring to our June meet-

ing. 

Programming for All Ages
Historical Walking Tour of  Downtown 

Webster with the NPS – Saturday, June 
14th at 10:00AM

	 Join Allison Horrocks from the 
National Park Service for an histor-
ic walking tour of  downtown Webster. 
Whether you’re a lifelong resident, new 
to the area, or just visiting for the day, 
you’re sure to learn something new! 
This event is for all ages and partici-
pants will meet in the lobby before their 
guided tour.

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

Scavenger Hunt---- All Month Long 
	 What’s more exciting than a 

scavenger hunt? Come upstairs to the 
Children’s room to pick up a list of  
things to find all around the library. 
Once you’ve completed the scavenger 
hunt, check in with the Children’s 
Librarian to redeem a prize.

Take and Make Craft--- All month long
	 Take and Make craft kids are 

available for pick up upstairs in the 
Children’s Room. Each month will 
feature a different craft to create and 
instructions will be provided with the 
supplies. New Take and Make kits will 
be available for pick up on the 1st of  
every month, while supplies last.

Maker Mondays – Mondays from 3:30-
4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have a vari-
ety of  craft materials available to put 
your creativity to the test! 

Mini Block Party – Tuesdays from 
3:30-5:00PM

	 Play with magnets, wooden 
blocks, and Legos.

Toddler Playtime--- Tuesdays at 10:00 
AM 

	 Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get 
their wiggles out with weekly obstacle 
course and fun.

Storytime for Littles – Wednesdays at 
10AM

	 Join Andrew the Children’s 
Librarian for a few of  his favorite sto-
ries, felt story fun, and some free play. 
This storytime is geared toward ages 0 
to 3, but siblings are welcome.

Play-doh Storytime – Fridays at 10AM
	 Join Youth Services Librarian 

Andrew for stories, play-doh, and fun! 
This storytime is geared toward ages 2 
to 5, but siblings are welcome.

Beginner Origami-Fridays at 3:45PM
	 Are you interested in making 

origami, but you don’t know where to 
start? You can start here. And if  you do 
know how to make some origami, feel 
free to come make some as well. For kids 
of  all ages.

Music Together – Saturday, June 21st 
at 11:15AM

	 A music and movement pro-
gram available to children from birth 
to age 6 and their families based upon 
on-going scientific research, and 
designed to help nurture children’s 
musical, cognitive, social, emotional, 
and physical growth. Classes include 
singing and dancing. The program 
brings families together by providing a 
rich musical environment in the class-
room and by promoting and facilitating 
adult participation.

	

WEBSTER —  The Webster Police 
Department reported the following 
arrests from May 11-31. 

A 44-year-old male from Webster was 
taken into protective custody on May 
11 for Assault & Battery on a Family or 
Household Member.

Angel Gomez, age 22, of  Webster was 
arrested on May 13 for Operating a Motor 
Vehicle after suspension of  license, 
a Number Plate Violation to Conceal 
ID, and operating an Unregistered and 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle.

A 36-year-old female from Webster 
was taken into protective custody on 
May 13 for Nighttime Felony Breaking 
& Entering into a Building or Boat and 
Disturbing the Peace.

Tyler R. Auger, age 32, of  Southbridge 
was arrested on May 14 in connection 
with a warrant.

Jai A. Hylton, age 27, of  Webster was 
arrested on May 16 in connection with 
multiple warrants.

Benjamin Mulondo, age 43, of  North 
Billerica was arrested on May 18 for 
Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), 
a Marked Lanes Violation, Negligent 
Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, and a 
Number Plate Violation.

A 44-year-old male from Webster was 
arrested on May 18 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member.

Jaider Jones, age 19, of  Webster was 
arrested on May 18 in connection with 
multiple warrants.

Trevor A. Harris, age 37, of  
Southbridge was arrested on May 19 in 
connection with a warrant.

A 23-year-old female from Worcester 
received a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on May 19 for Trafficking in More 
Than 18 But Less Than 36 Grams of  
Cocaine, Trafficking in More than 10 
Grams of  Fentanyl, and Conspiracy to 
Violate Drug Law. Omar Cruz, age 23, of  
Webster was arrested during the same 
incident, also for Trafficking in More 
than 18 But Less Than 36 Grams of  
Cocaine, Trafficking in More Than 10 
Grams of  Fentanyl, and Conspiracy to 
Violate Drug Law.

Joseph James Smith, Jr., age 46, of  
Southbridge was arrested on May 20 for 
Operating Under the Influence (Liquor – 
second offense), Negligent Operation of  
a Motor Vehicle, Assault & Battery on a 

Police Officer, and Disorderly Conduct 
(subsequent offense).

Pria E. Nesta, age 31, of  Webster was 
arrested on May 21 in connection with 
a warrant. Nesta was subsequently 
arrested again on May 23 in connection 
with a Warrant of  Apprehension.

Julia E. Demidowicz, age 65, of  
Webster was arrested on May 21 for 
Disorderly Conduct.

A 58-year-old male whose name has 
been withheld from publication was 
arrested on May 21 for Indecent Assault 
& Battery on a Person age 14 or Over.

Alexander Valentin, age 46, of  Webster 
was arrested on May 23 for Assault.

Dylan Keith Mullin, age 23, of  Webster 
was arrested on May 24 in connection 
with a warrant.

A 58-year-old male from Webster 
received a summons in lieu of  arrest 
on May 25 for Assault & Battery on a 
Police Officer and Interfering with a 
Police Officer. A 24-year-old male whose 
identity has been withheld from pub-
lication was arrested during the same 
incident for Assault & Battery on a 
Family or Household Member, Assault 
with a Dangerous Weapon, and Assault 
& Battery.

Izaias Rodrigues De Souza, age 30, of  
Worcester was arrested on May 25 for 
Operating Under the Influence (Liquor), 
Negligent Operation of  a Motor Vehicle, 
and a Marked Lanes Violation.

Steven Allen Nickerson, Jr., age 24, of  
Southbridge was arrested on May 26 in 
connection with a warrant.

Dallas J. Sewall, age 30, of  Webster 
was arrested on May 27 in connection 
with a warrant.

A 63-year-old male from Douglas 
received a summons in lieu of  arrest on 
May 28 for Use of  an Electronic Device 
While Operating a Motor Vehicle (first 
offense) and Operating a Motor Vehicle 
after suspension of  license.

A 33-year-old male from Webster was 
arrested on May 28 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member.

Laurina Rachael Opatka, age 34, of  
Webster was arrested on May 29 for 
Operating a Motor Vehicle after suspen-
sion of  license, Possession of  a Class 
B Drug, and Receiving a Stolen Motor 
Vehicle.

 Church St.
(508) 949-3845
Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.

gov
Senior Center hours are Monday-

Friday 9 a.m.- 4 p.m., with one Thursday 
a month 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Like the Webster Senior Center 
Facebook page to view our photographs, 
news and announcements. Please stop 
by to pick up our monthly newsletter for 
a complete list of  activities, upcoming 
events, and our monthly lunch menu. 
You may also join our email list to view 
our newsletter online. You do not have 
to be a resident of  Webster to partic-
ipate in our activities and programs. 
ALL Seniors are welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays at 11:30 a.m.  Please call (508) 
949-3845 at least two business days in 
advance to reserve or cancel your meal. 
A $3 donation for 65 and up, and $5 for 
55- 64 is appreciated. All meals include 
milk, bread, and fruit or dessert. This 
week’s menu:  Tuesday, 6/10, Spaghetti 
and meatballs with marinara sauce, 
green beans, peach crisp. Wednesday, 
6/11, Braised beef, gemelli pasta, her-
bed carrots, fruited ambrosia. Thursday, 
6/12, Chicken with broccoli, cheese, and 
gravy, cornbread stuffing, roasted brus-
sels sprouts, carrot cake. Friday, 6/13, 
Soup du Jour, turkey salad, bean salad, 
grahams.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM 
Elderbus at 1-800-321-0243 at least two 
business days in advance to schedule 
transportation. Elderbus is available 
Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty 
Salon at the Webster Senior Center! 
Call 508-341-8724 for an appointment. 
Bomba Beauty Salon is open for walk in 
appointments on Wednesdays from 10:00 
am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays by appointment only from 
10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please call (508) 341-
8724 to schedule an appointment. 

We are now offering MOVIE 
MATINEES every Wednesday at 1:00 
pm! Popcorn is provided. No regis-

tration needed. June movies include 
Moonstruck on June 11th, Premonition 
on June 18th, and The Last Word on 
June 25th. 

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with 
Forty Arroyo are the perfect workout for 
any fitness ability! The cost is a recom-
mended $3.00 donation per class. A new 
video class will be offered Thursday and 
Friday mornings, free of  charge.

Knitting/Crochet group meets on 
Mondays from 10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts 
promptly at 1:00 pm. Please plan to 
arrive by 12:30 pm to allow time to buy 
your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not 
sold after 12:45 pm. 

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our 
weekly Cribbage group meets every 
Thursday at 1:00 pm. Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or interested 
persons to the Webster Senior Center! 
Come join us for six-card or thir-
teen-card pitch! Six-card pitch meets on 
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm. Thirteen-card 
pitch meets on Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

Mahjongg group meets every Friday 
at 1:00 pm. Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players! Are you 
looking to spend an afternoon playing 
Bridge? We’re looking to get a group 
together! If  you’re interested, please 
leave your name and number with the 
front desk. Once we have enough sign-
ups, we’ll see what day works best for 
everyone!

The Worcester County Sheriff ’s 
Office House Numbering Program will 
create a custom wooden sign with your 
house number free of  charge. One sign 
per senior household. Please contact the 
Webster Senior Center at (508) 949-3845. 
if  you are interested in having a house 
number sign made for you. 

Senior SAFE is a program that sup-
ports fire and life safety education for 
seniors. The Webster Fire Dept. will do 
a home visit to ensure that you have the 
correct smoke and CO2 alarms, and that 
they are working properly. This is at no 
cost to you! All you have to do is give 
them a call at (508) 949-3875.

Gladys E. Kelly 
 Public Library

Webster police log

Webster Senior Center

June events at the Dudley 
Senior Center 

June 5: the Dudley Senior Center will be celebrating June birthdays. Cake and ice 
cream will be served following the Tri Valley lunch. 

No Memory Café for June, as Town Hall is closed Thursday, June 19, in obser-
vance of  Juneteenth. 

June 25: Potluck lunch with chicken, macaroni salad, watermelon, and root beer 
floats. The cost for this event is $5 per person. Please RSVP for this event by calling 
508-949-8015 or sign up in the Dudley Senior Center. 

Activities at Dudley Senior Center: 1 p.m. Tuesdays – Pitch League; 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays – The Dudley Senior Center Knitting group; 1 p.m. June 4 – Book Club: 
“The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman, Mondays and Thursdays – Tri lunches.

REGION — Sheriff  Lew 
Evangelidis and mem-
bers of  the Worcester 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
(WCSO) look forward 
to their annual Senior 
Picnic this month.

The event is set for 
Saturday, June 7, from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at SAC Park 
in Shrewsbury.

“Due to the success of  
previous years, the picnic 
will once again be held as 
a drive-thru and feature a 
BBQ boxed lunch, goodie 
bags, music, giveaways, 
and raffle prizes,” read a 
statement released by the 
WCSO.

The free event is open 
to all seniors who are 
residents of  Worcester 
County. Pre-registration 

is required to attend.
To pre-register for 

the picnic, send an 
email to: Nydia@
WorcesterCountySheriff.
org. You may also call 508-
796-2638.

“The Senior Picnic 
marks the beginning 
of  summer for many 
in Worcester County,” 
Evangelidis said. “I am 
excited to reconnect with 
friends and familiar 
faces we see throughout 
the year at local senior 
centers and community 
events.” 

This year, the pic-
nic is sponsored by 
the Worcester County 
Reserve Deputy 
Sheriff ’s Association. 
Additional community 

supporters include Care 
One at Millbury, The 
Overlook, Table Talk 
Pies, Mercadante Funeral 
Home, Worcester Red Sox, 
Automatic Rolls of  New 
England, JV Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc., 
Diamond Auto Group, 
Falcone Enterprises, 
NEPBA Local 550, 
The Savickas Family, 
Worcester Housing 
Authority, and House 
Hangers.

“As Sheriff, it is my 
mission to support the 
communities we serve. 
Our older generations 
deserve to be celebrated 
for all they have accom-
plished and continue to 
contribute to our commu-
nities,” Evangelidis said.

Sheriff’s Office prepares 
to host annual Senior 

Picnic Saturday

www.StonebridgePress.com



WEBSTER — MAPFRE USA 
President and CEO Jaime Tamayo 
and members of  the MAPFRE USA 
Management Committee visited Park 
Ave Elementary School in Webster on 
May 21 in support of  the Real Madrid 
Foundation Program. With support and 
funding from Fundación MAPFRE, the 
Real Madrid Foundation Program was 
first implemented at Webster Middle 
School in 2019 and has grown to include 
Park Ave Elementary and serve more 
than 70 students.

Tamayo spoke to students about the 

important values that the Real Madrid 
Foundation aims to instill through 
its program—teamwork, determina-
tion  and leadership—and how those 
skills can benefit them in everything 
they do. He also shared his pride in 
MAPFRE being a Webster-based compa-
ny and the benefits of  supporting local 
schools through Fundación MAPFRE.

  Webster Public Schools Athletic 
Director Tony Paranto also expressed 
gratitude, noting that without support 
from Fundación MAPFRE, these stu-
dents would not have access to an after-

school program. He shared that seeing 
the increased confidence and compas-
sion of  the students participating in 
this program has been rewarding and 
he is eager to see the program continue 
to grow in numbers and impact.

  The event concluded with students 
showing off  the skills they have learned 
through the program in soccer and bas-
ketball, including wonderful displays 
of  sportsmanship.

 With Fundación MAPFRE’s support, 
the schools  are able to  provide after-
school programming to students that 

teach the fundamentals of  soccer and 
basketball. Fundación MAPFRE pro-
vided close to $25,000 in 2025, which 
has allowed the schools to purchase or 
upgrade the equipment needed to con-
tinue the program. 

  The Real Madrid Foundation 
Program was established in 1997 to pro-
mote the values of  Real Madrid CF, one 
of  the most celebrated football clubs in 
the world. The program is for children 
ages five to 18 and focuses on developing 
athletic skills and personal and social 
competencies.
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Emily is a warm, empathetic, 
and outgoing child who shines in 
the spotlight and enjoys connect-
ing with those around her. Often 
described as a “girly girl,” Emily 
embraces her playful and styl-
ish side. She’s adventurous and 
open-minded, always willing to try 
something new. Emily loves stay-
ing active—whether she’s playing 
soccer, spending time outdoors, 
or imagining stories with her dolls. 
She also enjoys reading, listening 
to music, and is enthusiastic about 
school, where her love for learning 
really shines through. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21185047586 
 

 
 Can I Adopt?

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; ex-
perienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and 
couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, 
adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts.          

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. 
These steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that 
your family will fit well with. To learn more about adoption from 
foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Re-
source Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance and information 
on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the ways 
you can help children and teens in foster care. 

Emily 
Age 10 

Registration #8787  

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

774-200-7308

DUDLEY —  Come out 
on June 19 and enjoy an” 
old-fashioned lawn party” 
on Dudley Hill.  Dudley 
Grange is holding its 
68th Annual Strawberry 
Festival starting at 4 p.m. 
“until the berries are 
gone.” The Strawberry 
Festival is a generation-
al event in Dudley where 
friends, family and neigh-
bors come out to enjoy 
live music, great food, 
children’s activities and 
so much more and not to 
forget, our famous straw-
berry shortcake!  

The event is free to 
the public.   Strawberry 
shortcake tickets are 
$8, and are available on 

the day of  the festival. 
Tickets can also be pur-
chased ahead of  time 
at the Dudley Town 
Hall Treasurer’s office 
at 71 West Main St. in 
Dudley. Also available at 
the Courtesy Booth at 
Dudley Park N’ Shop on 
Airport Road in Dudley 
and tickets will be sold 
on June 7 and June 14, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., in Park N’ 
Shop’s store lobby. 

As you pick up your 
strawberry shortcake 
from the Dudley Grange 
building, experience 
some of  Dudley’s histo-
ry as you walk through 
to the serving area. The 
Grange Building was 

built in 1840 and used as 
the Center School for the 
town with a second floor 
added on by townspeople 
for a meeting place called 
Washington Hall. Dudley 
Grange members bought 
the building in 1892 and 
have been holding their 
meetings and events 
there since.  The Dudley 
Grange Hall is an import-
ant historic Dudley 
landmark and part of  
the National Register of  
Historic Places - Dudley 
Hill Historic District. 

So come on out on 
Thursday, June 19 and 
bring the family. Children 
will enjoy competing in 
the old- fashioned frog 

jumping contest on the 
common at 6:00 with reg-
istration starting at 5:30 
p.m. (please bring your 
own frog and return it 
to where you originally 
found it). Children can 
learn what to do in case 
of  a fire with the Dudley’s 
Fire Department Smoke 
House; they can enjoy the 
animals at the Records 
and Burpee Petting Zoo 
and have a photo taken 
with a horse provided by 
Whip-O-Will Stables and 
participate in other fun 
activities.  The Dudley 
Police Department will 
display the equipment 
used to serve and protect 
our community. Randy 

Orwig will be performing 
as the “Living Statue,” 
delighting all ages, ques-
tioning is he real or not??  
There will be live musi-
cal entertainment by the 
“Old Fiddlers Club of  
Rhode Island”.  Don’t for-
get to get your delicious 
strawberry shortcake 
before “the berries are 
gone.”  There will be chili 
and chowder provided 
by the Conant Memorial 
First Congregational 
Church and of  course our 
delicious French fries 
will be available. 

Dudley Grange #163 is 
a family oriented, com-
munity service organi-
zation with its roots in 

agriculture.  The Grange 
membership is open to 
anyone interested in 
building strong commu-
nity in Dudley, participat-
ing in community service 
and helping to preserve 
and restore this histor-
ic Grange building for 
future generations.

For more information 
on Dudley Grange visit 
our information table 
next to the Dudley Grange 
Scholarship table at the 
festival or check out our 
Web site, dudleyfarmers.
com, or Facebook page, 
Dudley Grange #163.    

It’s time for the Dudley Grange Annual Strawberry Festival!

MAPFRE CEO visits Parve Ave Elementary 
in support of Real Madrid Program

Courtesy

MAPFRE Executive Leadership Team with Webster Public Schools Athletic Director Tony Paranto, Park Ave Elementary School Principal Amy 
Puliafico, and coaches of the Real Madrid Foundation afterschool-program.

Courtesy

Dudley Middle School congratulates its latest Students of The Month: 5th Grade -  Alayah 
Ruskin, Mia Fifield, Austin Cazeault & Mary Carmignani; 6th Grade - Ava Rosario, Giada 
Manzi, & Amarie Rosario; 7th Grade - Jolene Ndegwa, Celeina Collins, & Kolby Campbell; 
8th Grade - Tyrone Giteru, Amilia Piarulli, & Dennis White.

WORCESTER — Food Truck 
Festivals of  America (FTFA) is thrilled 
to announce the return of  the 13th 
Worcester Food Truck & Craft Beer 
Festival on Saturday, June 7 from noon 
to 5 p.m. (with an exclusive VIP/Beer 
Lovers Hour from 11 a.m. to noon).

Join us at Worcester Commons as 25 
of  Massachusetts’ favorite food trucks 
and the region’s top craft beverages 
come together for a day packed with fla-
vor and fun. From street tacos and suc-
culent lobster rolls to decadent whoopie 
pies and chocolate dipped strawberry 
skewers, there’s something to satisfy 
every craving. Pair your bites with a 
refreshing pour from a wide selection of  
local and national craft beverages.

But the fun doesn’t stop at food and 
drink! Enjoy music, lawn games, and 
henna art, as well as an artisan market 
featuring unique local vendors — mak-
ing it the perfect outing for friends and 
families alike.

Tickets & Packages: Buy Early and 
Save!

G e n e r a l  A d m i s s i o n : 
$5 online in advance | $10 at the gate 

(Children 10 & under free)
Foodie VIP Package ($20 online only):
Early admission (11 a.m.)
1 free dessert from the VIP truck
Unlimited bottled water (while sup-

plies last)
Beer Lovers Package ($41 online only):
Early admission (11 a.m.)
FTFA koozie
3 beer tickets
Unlimited bottled water (while sup-

plies last)

Beer 6 Pack-age ($68 online only):
Early admission (11 AM)
6 beer tickets
FTFA koozie
Unlimited bottled water (while sup-

plies last)
Get your tickets today at: https://

www.foodtruckfestivalsofamerica.com/
worcester.

Stay connected for the latest updates: 
Follow @FTFofAmerica on Instagram, 
Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok!

F e s t i v a l  L o c a t i o n : 
Worcester Commons, 455 Main St., 
Worcester

13th Food Truck & Craft Beverage Festival 
Rolls into Worcester Commons June 7!
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Viewpoint
THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next 
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor 
Brendan Berube at The Webster Times — news@stonebridgepress.news

Editorial

Corona Tools – Courtesy

A gardener using an Ergocut dead header in the 
garden.
Keep your flowers blooming longer and 
your garden a bit tidier with deadheading. 
Removing faded flowers can promote 

repeat bloom 
on some plants, 
e n c o u r a g e 
fuller, more 
c o m p a c t 
growth, and 
tidy up the 
garden. 

 Use a bypass 
hand pruner, garden snips or other 
dead-heading tool to remove faded flow-
ers. Bypass tools have two sharp blades 
like scissors, resulting in a clean cut that 
closes quickly, leaving your plant look-
ing its best. Corona Tool’s  Ergocut dead 
header  (coronatools.com) has a finger 
loop that provides better control and an 
ergonomic design for less stress on your 
hands and wrist.  

The type of  flower will influence how 
and where to make the cut.   In general, 
remove the stem of  faded blooms back to 
the first set of  healthy leaves or nearby 
flower buds.

  Remove the flower stem of  salvias, 
speedwells (Veronicas), and snapdragons 
as the blooms begin to fade.  Cut below the 
spike of  flowers just above the first set of  
leaves or the side shoots where the new 
flower buds are forming.

  Encourage additional blossoms and 
improve Shasta daisy’s appearance by 
removing faded flowers. Prune back just 
above a set of  healthy leaves.

  Cut the flowers of  plants 
like Armeria and coral bells back to the 
base of  the flower stems that arise from 
the foliage. This improves the appearance 
and encourages more blooms on some of  
this type of  flowering perennial. 

Plants like daylilies and balloon flow-
ers require a bit different care. Remove 
the individual blooms as they fade if  
you don’t like looking at the faded flow-
ers. Once all the individual flowers have 
bloomed out, you can cut the flower stem 
back at the base. 

  Removing fading flowers of  fuch-
sia and lantana  will prevent the plants 
from going to seed and encourage more 
blooms. Remove any berries that do form 
to keep these plants flowering throughout 
the growing season.

 Deadheading peonies is strictly for aes-
thetics and won’t extend the bloom time. 
Remove the faded flowers or seedpods as 
they form. Cut just above a healthy set of  
leaves to keep the stems more upright and 
create a tidier appearance in your garden.

  Prevent some flowers, like colum-
bine,  Amsonia,  and  Alliums  from 
reseeding and spreading throughout the 
garden by removing the faded flowers. 
Even though it won’t promote additional 
blooms, it will help eliminate unwanted 
seedlings in next year’s garden.

 Remove flowers as they appear on cole-
us, grown for its colorful foliage, to pro-
mote more compact growth.  Late bloom-
ing, flowerless varieties and self-branch-
ing coleus hybrids reduce or eliminate 
time spent on this task. 

  Reduce time spent deadheading by 
including some self-cleaning, also called 
free-flowering plants, like impatiens, 
fibrous begonias, Calibrachoa, and moss 
rose.   Lobelia, many of  the newer petu-
nias, and verbenas are also self-cleaning 
but may benefit from a bit of  grooming. 
Prune back heat-stressed lobelia and ver-
bena that get leggy and petunia stems 
that need to be kept in bounds.

  Allow seedheads to develop on cone-
flowers, rudbeckias, and other plants that 
provide winter interest and food for the 
birds. And consider skipping the dead-
heading of  late blooming perennials.  
This allows them to prepare for winter 
and form seedpods for additional winter 
interest.

  And while you are out in the gar-
den deadheading, pick a few flowers at 
their peak to enjoy in a summer bouquet 
indoors.

  Melinda Myers has written over 
20 gardening books, including the 
recently released  Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook, 2nd  Edition  and Small 
Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” instant 
video series  and the nationally syndicat-
ed  Melinda’s Garden Moment radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and was commissioned by Corona Tools 
for her expertise to write this article. Myers’ 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com. 

The why and how 
of deadheading 

Letters to the Editor

Choosing light over darkness
Imagine being blind. Living 

in utter physical darkness. Not 
seeing the beauty of  nature, of  
colors, of  another human face. In 
the Gospels, we hear one of  the 
most remarkable miracles when 
Jesus gives sight to a man born 
blind. He, who is the Light of  
the world, brings light to one in 
darkness. Yet, this story is not 
simply one of  physical healing. 
It is a story of  spiritual awaken-
ing, of  light shining in the midst 
of  darkness, of  sight restored 
not only to the eyes but to the 
soul. And sadly, it’s also a story 
of  those who choose to remain 
in darkness, in the darkness of  
their ego and arrogance, in the 
darkness of  the world’s decep-
tion and confusion.

Jesus encounters a man blind 
from birth, and His disciples 
express a belief  typical of  their 
age - “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” Christ corrects this 
mistaken worldview by declar-
ing, “It was not that this man 
sinned or his parents, but that the works 
of  God might be made manifest in him.” 
What a powerful statement and remind-
er for us. Suffering is not a punishment 
from God or a sign that God has aban-
doned us. No, sometimes suffering is the 
very place where our hearts can be soft-
ened and molded so that we can reflect 
on what life is truly about. Sometimes 
suffering comes to us so that we can 
encounter God’s glory, so that His light 
can shine most brightly in us!

We live in a world filled with darkness 
and blindness — not necessarily physical 
but more often spiritual blindness. And 
even though we may not be able to con-
trol the darkness that surrounds us in 
the world, our Risen Lord Jesus offers us 
Light and shows us a path to find healing 
from our blindness. Unfortunately, there 
are so many who see with their eyes but 
who remain blind in their hearts — blind 
to God’s Divine and unconditional Love 
for all people, blind to His compassion 
and mercy, blind to the eternal hope 
He offers. And too often, we ourselves 
choose to ignore His Light and accept the 
darkness of  the world as the only possi-
ble reality. We choose to remain blind. 

Whenever we close our eyes to the 
needs of  others, we choose darkness. 
Whenever we hate those who are dif-
ferent from ourselves, we choose dark-
ness. Whenever we arrogantly judge and 
condemn others, we choose darkness. 
Whenever we don’t see God’s image 
in the least of  our brothers and sis-
ters, we choose darkness. Whenever we 
won’t forgive another, we choose dark-
ness. Whenever we allow our egocen-
tric desires to control us, allowing our 
greed, our lust, our anger to rule over 
us, we choose darkness. Whenever we 
don’t accept Christ’s transformative and 
life-changing love as the primary guiding 
force in our lives, we choose darkness.

The message in this Gospel 
story, however, is that we have 
a choice! Will we choose to live 
in darkness, to remain blind, 
or will we choose Light? Will 
we choose to accept Christ’s 
healing of  our blindness, or 
will we stubbornly remain in 
the dark?

Just like the blind man, 
Christ says to each of  us, 
“Go wash.” Not in the pool 
of  Siloam, but in the waters 
of  our baptism, in the cleans-
ing and healing that comes 
through our repentance in the 
Sacrament of  Holy Confession, 
and in the refreshing grace 
of  the Eucharist, Holy 
Communion.

We have a choice. How will 
we choose?

Let me share a story of  
another “blind” person who 
saw far more than most of  us 
ever will — Sanit Matrona of  
Moscow. She was born blind 
in the 1880s. In her teenage 
years, Matrona became para-

lyzed from the waist down and would 
remain bedridden for the rest of  her 
life — unable to walk, but never bitter or 
hopeless. She suffered in ways we can’t 
imagine. And yet, from her youth, she 
possessed profound spiritual vision. She 
saw into people’s hearts, read their sins, 
and guided thousands with words of  
healing and hope.

Despite her severe physical limita-
tions, she lived with deep joy, peace, and 
prayerfulness. She would lie on her bed, 
praying ceaselessly, receiving visitors 
from all over Russia, and offering spir-
itual advice that penetrated their souls. 
Even during the Soviet era, when the 
authorities severely persecuted the reli-
gious life, Matrona continued to secretly 
live out her faith and became known as a 
holy woman across the city. People would 
come to her in secret to receive comfort, 
healing, and spiritual insight.

In the midst of  her own physical dark-
ness, she became a source of  light for 
Russia during a very dark period. She 
died in 1952, and thousands have flocked 
to her grave since, seeking miracles and 
finding healing. She was canonized in 
1992.

Like the man in the Gospel, her life 
showed that even in blindness, even in 
unimaginable suffering, the works and 
glory of  God can shine forth.

This story challenges us to choose to 
see clearly - to see Jesus as the Light 
of  the world, to receive His vision and 
see every neighbor as someone made in 
God’s image, and to understand our call-
ing to bring God’s healing and light into 
a broken and darkened world.

“O Christ our God, who opened the 
eyes of  the man born blind, open the 
eyes of  our hearts to know You, to follow 
You, to glorify You, and to always choose 
to live in Your Divine Light.”

To the Editor:
To the people at the Janet Malser 

Humanities Trust, I want to thank you 
for presenting Dudley Middle School 
with new speakers. They have already 

been used at our band concerts, and will 
be used at the upcoming chorus concerts. 

As a music student, I see their use 
almost every day. They’re an improve-
ment on what they were. 

Thank you again.
Calista Lawless
Seventh Grade

Dudley Middle School

Your gift is already making a difference

Pride Month — 
a celebration of 
freedom, love, 

and basic human 
respect

Pride Month isn’t about parades for 
the sake of  spectacle, or some imagined 
political agenda. It’s about something 
much deeper and far more American: 
the right to live freely, love openly, and 
exist without fear.

At its core, Pride is a celebration of  
freedom of  expression, a reminder that 
all people are created equal, and a pro-
test against the idea that anyone should 
feel ashamed of  who they are or who 
they love.

It’s wild, honestly, that in 2025 we 
still have to say this out loud: LGBTQ+ 
people have every right to exist, to love, 
and to thrive just like anyone else. But 
the hate, the violence, the bullying is 
still happening. Most of  it comes from 
people who seem to be bothered by lives 
that have absolutely nothing to do with 
them.

What makes someone furious about 
two women holding hands? Or two men 
building a life together? Why do some 
people fixate on other people’s relation-
ships as if  they were their business to 
approve or condemn? It’s strange, and 
it’s telling.

A big part of  it comes down to repre-
sentation. For so long, gay couples and 
anyone who isn’t straight were invisible 
in media, ignored in history, and left out 
of  the everyday story society tells about 
itself. And when something seems dif-
ferent or unfamiliar, some folks decide 
it’s wrong. But different doesn’t mean 
wrong. It just means different.

Pride Month is about countering that 
invisibility. It’s about creating a world 
where LGBTQ+ people don’t have to 
wonder if  they’ll be safe in public, or if  
their identity will cost them their job, 
their family, or their lives. It’s about 
telling the kid in the small town, or the 
adult who’s finally coming out later in 
life: you are not alone, and there is noth-
ing wrong with you.

Pride isn’t about sex. That’s a tired 
excuse opponents use when they don’t 
want to confront their own discomfort. 
Pride is about love, the right to love 
without shame, without silence, and 
without asking permission.

LGBTQ+ people are more than who 
they love. They are teachers, veterans, 
parents, artists, first responders, elected 
officials, neighbors, and friends. They 
contribute to society in every way imag-
inable. The idea that some people’s lives 
matter less because of  their identity is 
not just wrong, it’s un-American.

Pride Month is a time to honor cour-
age, community, and the hard-won right 
to live authentically. It’s also a time to 
remind ourselves that no one’s exis-
tence is more important than anyone 
else’s. We’re all just trying to live.

And for those who still feel the need 
to tear others down because of  who 
they love, perhaps it is time to ask what 
that says about yourselves, not ‘them.’ 
Because live and let live isn’t just good 
advice — it’s one of  the bedrock princi-
ples of  a civil society.
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Our Garden 
  The garden lay dormant 
a long cold winter has passed 
spring will bring a new awakening.

Small hints of  green begin
to appear. A glimpse of  what
the season has to offer. 

The garden begins to awaken
tulips, onions, and chives
are the first to arrive. 

We gather to discuss our
garden plan.

Early cold crops: carrots, spinach,
and beets are the first to be
planted. In late May, tomatoes, peppers,
peas and beans go in.

Tulips, lilies, daisies and coneflowers
will add a blast of  color throughout. 

We will enjoy the shade of  the pavilion,
a peaceful spot to enjoy our lunch while
admiring the flowers growing among the 
vegetables. 

Editor’s note: The preceding poem was composed collectively by the staff  and 
participants at Accord Adult Day Center in Webster.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

By Fr. Luke 
A. Veronis

Saints 
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and Helen 
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Orthodox 
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Beyond 
the 
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To the Editor:
Dudley Grange #163 wishes to thank 

the Janet Malser Humanities Trust for 
the award of  $4,500. 

This award helps Dudley Grange to 
continue its work in preserving the his-
torical Dudley Grange Hall, located at 139 
Center Rd., in the Dudley Hill Historical 
District. 

Dudley Grange Hall is a landmark in 
Dudley. It was used as the Center School 

with a second floor added by the towns-
people as a meeting place which they 
named Washington Hall. Today, Dudley 
Grange #163 continues to meet in the 
Grange as it has for the past 137 years 
supporting Dudley farmers, local agricul-
ture and providing community service to 
Dudley and the surrounding towns. It is 
also the site of  the long running Dudley 
Grange Strawberry Festival which is 
held every third Thursday in June and 

the Apple Festival held in October. The 
Grange Hall is also used for communi-
ty events of  interest which are open to 
the public. The Janet Malser Humanities 
Trust, through their grant awards, has 
enabled Dudley Grange #163’s to contin-
ue its work in preserving this remark-
able, historical landmark which is part of  
Dudley’s agricultural character.

Karen Gillon
Dudley Grange #163

Dudley Grange #163 thanks Janet Malser Humanities Trust



We’ve all done it. 
Something goes wrong—a 
bad day at work, a fight 
with a friend—and the 
words come pouring out. 
Complaining can feel like 
a relief. But what if  sci-
ence says it’s not helping 
at all?

Your brain is like a 
hiking trail. Every time 
you walk the same path, 
it gets easier to find—and 
harder to avoid. Venting 
carves that path deeper. 
The more you fixate on 
what went wrong, the 
more your brain learns to 
return to that place.

Your brain can learn 
both positive and nega-
tive habits. And the more 
you replay either one, the 
more your mind is trained 

to stay in that state. So 
when you constantly 
focus on the negative—
by venting, complaining, 
or reliving what went 
wrong—you’re teaching 
your brain to live there. 
To expect it. To look for 
it. Constantly hiking that 
trail, so to speak. 

When you vent without 
seeking a solution, your 
brain starts to believe 
the problem is bigger—
and that you’re smaller. 
Over time, you’re not just 
describing the struggle; 
you’re training your mind 
to feel powerless in the 
face of  it. Complaining 
becomes less about 
release and more about 
rehearsal. Conditioning 
yourself  for failure. 

Contrary to popular 
belief, expressing anger 
without resolution doesn’t 
release emotion—it 
amplifies it. It’s like turn-
ing up the volume with-
out changing the song. 
Each time you vent, your 
brain thinks the threat is 
still happening, flooding 
your body with stress and 
keeping your nervous sys-
tem in a state of  fight-
or-flight. The more you 
relive the stress, the more 
your system stays on high 
alert. Not because of  what 
happened but because you 
won’t stop replaying it.

It’s hurting your rela-
tionships. It turns con-
versations into dumping 
grounds, leaving listeners 
feeling drained or help-

less—especially when 
they feel unable to make 
a difference. In trying to 
release stress, we end up 
spreading it. When grum-
bling becomes the main 
event, connection takes 
a back seat. Instead of  a 
conversation, it’s a mono-
logue. The listener can’t 
help, and you both walk 
away less happy.

Conventional wisdom 
taught us that voicing our 
struggles helps us “get it 
all out,” but research sug-
gests otherwise. Studies 
show that it doesn’t create 
clarity—it creates confu-
sion. Instead of  moving 
toward resolution, we 
circle around blame, frus-
tration, and helplessness. 
This kind of  repetitive 
negativity dampens our 
brain’s ability to plan, 
prioritize, and think 
creatively. Complaining 
aimlessly doesn’t unlock 
solutions—it shuts them 
down. The mind can’t 
design solutions while it’s 
stuck in survival mode.

Emotions are conta-
gious! When we grumble, 
we’re not just express-
ing—we’re transmitting. 
Cortisol (your body’s 
stress hormone) doesn’t 
just stay in your blood-

stream; it causes 
others to produce 
stress hormones, 
too! Dysregulating 
not just your ner-
vous system but every-
one else’s as well. What 
feels like a release at the 
moment can leave others 
feeling anxious, irritable, 
or exhausted—and you 
even more out of  sync.

Sadly, every time you 
vent, voice your pain, 
your wounds, your “stuck-
ness”—you strengthen 
the story that you are 
those things. Instead of  
helping your brain pro-
cess the experience and 
move forward, constantly 
venting blends your iden-
tity with the version of  
you that’s still hurting. 
Over time, that repeat-
ed focus doesn’t lead to 
healing—it leads to entan-
glement. You stop being 
someone who had a chal-
lenging experience and 
starts becoming someone 
who is the experience. 

Sure, complaining can 
feel good—for a second, 
like a steam valve hiss-
ing open. But long-term 
relief  doesn’t come from 
circling the same com-
plaints. It comes from 
breaking the loop. From 

reflection. From 
pattern interrup-
tion. From choos-
ing to move for-
ward, even when 

your feelings are still 
catching up. 

So, the next time you 
feel the urge to vent, 
pause. Breathe. Ask your-
self  what you want—
relief  or repetition. The 
answer might change 
everything. The truth is 
that your brain is always 
listening. 

Every word you speak 
shapes the path ahead. So 
talk like someone who’s 
going somewhere. Use 
words that push you for-
ward, not hold you back. 
You’re not powerless—
you’re learning, growing, 
becoming. You don’t need 
more drama. You need 
direction. You don’t need 
everything figured out—
you need to stop looking 
back and start moving 
forward.

Toby Moore is a colum-
nist, the star of  Emmy 
- Nominated A Separate 
Peace, and the CEO of  
Cubestream Inc. 

When planting your 
garden this season, why 
not choose a few plants 
that contain natural mos-
quito repellent proper-
ties?   From catnip to lav-
ender, there are several 
easy to grow flowers and 
herbs that have proven to 
repel the pesky insects – 
with some proving to be 
as effective as chemical 
commercial offerings! 
Read on for a rundown of  
the most common garden 
favorites that keep the 
bugs at bay!

**
Mint:    Mint is an easy 

to grow mosquito repel-
lent.    Thanks to the 
oils that the plant pro-
duce, mint does double 
duty:  Not only does mint 
deter mosquitos, but dab-
bing the leaves it on a 
fresh mosquito bite can 
provide relief !

A popular mosqui-
to spray recipe: Mix in 
a spray bottle, one cup 

freshly picked mint 
leaves with two cups of  
distilled water.  Add two 
tablespoons of  Witch 
Hazel and shake. 

 
FYI:  Mint also deters 

flies and ants! 
**
Marigolds:    Marigolds 

are not only a bright spot 
in the garden and easy to 
grow, but their distinctive 
scent also repel mosqui-
tos.  The pompom flowers 
contain the natural chem-
ical pyrethrum, which 
is an ingredient in some 
commercial mosquito 
sprays. (Last week, this 
column highlighted the 
health boosting proper-
ties of  Marigolds.)  

 
FYI:    Plant marigolds 

in the garden as compan-
ion plants to deter com-
mon garden pests such 
as aphids and whiteflies.

**
Catnip:  Catnip’s secret 

weapon against mosqui-
toes is a natural com-
pound, Nepetalactone.  In 
fact, studies show that 
catnip is at least as power-
ful as the chemical DEET 
as deterring mosqui-

tos.  One early study from 
the American Chemical 
Society revealed catnip is 
ten times more effective 
at deterring mosquitos as 
DEET!

 
FYI: Pick leaves and 

rub it between your palms 
to release compounds 
and wipe it on exposed 
skin.    The effects last up 
to an hour at a time. 

**
Bee Balm: Bee Balm is 

noted for its capacity to 
lure bees, but a bonus to 
planting this herb is that 
the plants contain thy-
mol and carvacrol, and 
in addition to its natural-
ly strong scent has the 
power to deter mosquitos.

How to: You can simply 
pick leaves and rub it on 
exposed skin.  Or, concoct 
a simple infused oil by 
soaking leaves into coco-
nut oil.

 
FYI: Native Americans 

discovered Bee 
Balm’s  anti-inflamma-
tory and antimicrobial 
properties  could bring 
down fevers, relieve 
coughs and congestion 
and fight infections. 

**
Basil: Basil is not only 

a favorite kitchen herb, 
but the plant also repels 
mosquitos (and flies)!  

According to  Metode.
org, basil contains sev-
eral volatile compounds, 
including estragole (also 
known as tarragon), 
methyl-nonyl-ketone, 
geraniol, citronellal, and 
limonene.

 
Bentley Seed Company 

published this natural 
mosquito spray:

Pick six ounces of  fresh 
basil leaves, clean them 
thoroughly and place 
them in a container such 
as a pitcher or glass jar.  

Pour four ounces of  
boiling water over the 
leaves and let the mixture 
steep for several hours. 
Remove the leaves and 
squeeze their remain-
ing juices into the liq-
uid. Pour the liquid into 
a spray bottle.    Add four 
ounces of  vodka (it func-
tions as a carrier) to the 
liquid and shake the mix-
ture gently; your home-
made insect repellent is 
ready to be sprayed on 
skin and clothing.

Take care to keep this 
“adult” DIY repellent out 
of  the reach of  children 
and don’t get the spray in 
your eyes, nose or mouth.

FYI:  As a bonus, basil 
is toxic to mosquito lar-
vae too; plant basil where 
freestanding water col-
lects. 

**
Lavender:    Lavender 

has many virtues, not the 
least of  which is that it 
serves as a natural mos-
quito deterrent.    This is 
due to the natural com-
pounds, such as linalool 
and liminene, which have 
proven repellent proper-
ties.

To use, simply crush 
lavender (flowers and 
leaves) in your hand and 
rub on exposed skin.

 
FYI:    Linalool is what 

gives lavender its calming 
properties.  

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 

into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?    Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?    If  so, why not 
share them with read-
ers of  Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?    Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Monday price 6/2/25 was $2.99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Community 
    Connection

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

Humans are a unique breed.  We are 
incredible creators, and also ruthless 
destroyers.  As Miley Cyrus says, “Built a 
home and watched it burn.”  Sometimes, 
we have to experience what is totally rot-
ten to understand what is good.

I appreciate the various letters to the 
Editor I’ve had the opportunity to read.  
Both sides of  the current political conun-
drum are being voiced.  Being able to 
voice our opinion is one of  our rights 
that is coming under attack as of  late. I 
am happy to see the independence of  the 
Webster Times!  I have come to realize I 
must appreciate this freedom while I still 
have it!

I know debating politics often seems 
useless; however, there are issues greater 
than the current political conundrum 
that I believe are more important to 
all of  us. What about love, compassion, 
humanity, dignity?  If  you watched the 
body cams of  the recent incident of  
an ICE raid in Worcester, then I think 
you may feel deep down that this is not 
just, not humane and not right. (If  you 
haven’t, I would ask that you google it.) 
This is not what America stands for. 
What happened to “all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
creator with certain unalienable rights, 
that among them are life, liberty and the 
pursuit of  happiness?” Does this sound 
familiar? It is a quote from one of  our 
founding documents.

Immigrants are humans. They bleed 
just like citizens.  They are normal peo-
ple trying to make a better life.  They 
deserve due process. They do not deserve 
the cruel and unusual punishment of  
being sent to some foreign prison or 
country merely because they are here.

Christians, how can you stand for this? 
This is really astonishing to me.  There 
will be many false prophets.  Beware!  
Does your heart sing with joy at the 
thought of  Donald Trump? Do you think 
a liar, a cheat, a sex offender, a felon is 
what this country needs?  Do you think 
Donald Trump is the one because he is a 
good businessman?  Are you of  the belief  
that all that has happened to Donald 
Trump is a lie? If  that is your thought, 
then you must have no faith in the law of  
our land.  You feel the government has 
been hijacked already and Mr. Trump is 
the Savior of  our country? What was so 
different when America was great?  Was 
it when only one person needed to work 
to support a family?  Was it when only 
white men with property could vote?  

Trump supporters are my friends, my 
family, educated people, smart people, 
white people, black people, men and 
women.  Trump supporters run the 
gamut, and though some people gen-
eralize and call them stupid, ignorant, 
hateful, etc., I find for most of  them, the 
things they have in common are the TV 

channels and internet social media plat-
forms they watch.

I feel people are aligning with political 
parties based upon which TV station 
they watch, which pod casts entertain 
them.  Discussions of  politics, if  they 
can be discussed at all, are akin to argu-
ing if  the glass is half  empty or half  full!  
The answer is nothing more than per-
spective.  The same event or fact sounds 
very different on Fox News than it does 
on PBS or BBC.  The facts even change 
depending on the station or article.  

It is time for all of  us to really think 
critically about what is happening in our 
country now.  Unless you truly believe no 
federal government is the best alterna-
tive, how can you possibly believe what is 
happening it good for our country?  

We must uphold the rule of  law. 
Without law and order, we have chaos, 
riots, rebellion.  We must believe in the 
laws of  the land and uphold the system.  
We must change the laws that have led 
us to where we are today. We can’t par-
don convicted criminals, fraudsters and 
crooked politicians.  We can’t let mil-
lionaires avoid the law. We can’t allow 
the president of  this great country to 
be above the law. We must change the 
laws that allow Presidential pardons, 
Presidential immunity and big money 
in politics.  That will be a good start in 
making America great again!

Lies and misinformation are every-
where.  How do we find the truth?  Seek 
and you shall find.  Always consider your 
sources, watch both sides of  the political 
new outlets.  Ask yourself  what brings 
joy and happiness to you and yours.  Are 
you acting and thinking out of  love or 
fear?  Are you making someone happy?  
Are you creating feelings of  joy and con-
tentment or are you creating sadness, 
anxiety, pain and suffering?  Ask your-
self  these questions each and every time 
you make a choice, perform an action, 
speak a word. This will lead you to the 
truth.  We can create a better world, 
think it, speak it, and make it so.  

The world is looking at us and does not 
like what is sees.  Recent elections are 
going to pro-democracy candidates and 
away from “MAGA” mentalities.  Why 
is that?  

We are humans, we are always making 
mistakes, we create, we destroy, we learn, 
then we often repeat the cycle.  We can 
and will do better!  We have the knowl-
edge.  We know now what we do not 
want, let’s head toward unity, compas-
sion, love.  Treating each other with dig-
nity and respect.  This will lead us all to 
a better world for our children.  Believe 
it can happen and you are on your way to 
making it so!  

Thank you all for sharing your opin-
ions.  Thank you for the freedom for me 
to express mine!

Linda Candela
Webster

Who are we?

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Garden Plants that Deter Mosquitos

Venting!
TOBY

MOORE

Positively 
Speaking



WEBSTER —  National 
Book Award finalist and 
TED speaker Jarrett J. 
Krosoczka is set to capti-
vate students and educa-
tors alike as he takes the 
stage for a presentation 
at The Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library on July 17 
at 6 p.m. 

Known for his engag-
ing storytelling and 
impactful illustrations, 
Krosoczka will present 
the Library community 
with multimedia presen-
tations on his creative 
journey and the process 
he takes to create his 
award-winning books!

Jarrett J. Krosoczka, 
a New York Times best-
selling author, is cele-
brated for his works, 
including picture books 
like “Peanut Butter and 
Jellyfish,” the Lunch 
Lady graphic novel 
series, and the National 
Book Award finalist “Hey, 

Kiddo.” His ability to 
engage and connect with 
audiences of  all ages 
makes him a sought-after 
speaker in schools and lit-
erary events nationwide. 

During the lecture, 
Krosoczka will share 
insights into his cre-
ative process, discuss 
the importance of  story-
telling, and encourage 
students to explore their 
own creativity—all the 
while instilling the power 
of  resilience and hard 
work. His journey from 
aspiring artist to accom-
plished author is sure to 
inspire the next genera-
tion of  writers and illus-
trators.

We are thrilled to wel-
come Jarrett J. Krosoczka 
to our Library. His work 
has touched the hearts of  
many, and we believe his 
visit will be a memorable 
and enriching experience 
for our patrons.

This event is part of  

The Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library’s commit-
ment to fostering a love 
for reading and the arts 
among our patrons. We 
believe that exposure to 
renowned authors like 
Jarrett J. Krosoczka can 
inspire a passion for 
reading, storytelling, 
emotional intelligence, 
and creativity.

In addition to his work 
in print, Krosoczka pro-
duced, directed, and per-
formed in the full-cast 
audiobook adaptations 
of  his graphic novels. 
Krosoczka has been a 
guest on  NPR’s  “Fresh 
Air with Terry Gross,” 
profiled in  The New 
York Times, featured 
on “Good Morning 
America,”  and deliv-
ered  three TED Talks, 
which have accrued mil-
lions of  views online. 
Krosoczka also garners 
millions of  monthly 
views online via the tuto-

rials he has produced 
for YouTube and TikTok. 
He has also written books 

in the “Star Wars” uni-
verse and episodes of  
“The Snoopy Show” on 

Apple TV+.
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Gladys E. Kelly Library to host bestselling 
graphic novelist Jarrett J. Krosoczka

Assumption students named 
to Spring Dean’s List 

WORCESTER —  Assumption 
University has announced those who 
have been named to the University’s 
Dean’s List for the spring 2025 semester. 
Students named to the Dean’s List must 
achieve a grade point average of  3.5 
for a five-class, 15-credit semester to be 
included on this prestigious list, which 
is announced at the completion of  the 
fall and spring semesters.

Erin Hynes of  Auburn 
Georgia Pokropowicz of  Auburn 
Robert Russell of  Auburn 
Logan Alexander of  Auburn 
Owen Fitzgerald of  Auburn 
Marta Brzoska of  Auburn 
Vincent Denolf  of  Auburn 
Lia McDonald of  Auburn 
Eric Giarnese of  Dudley 
Brooke Leblanc of  Dudley 

Isabella Direda of  Oxford 
Benjamin Duquette of  Webster 
Daniel Gronek of  Oxford 
Vanessa Piwowarczyk of  Webster 

Assumption University, found-
ed in 1904 by the Augustinians of  the 
Assumption, is a premier New England 
university for high-quality education, 
integrating career preparation and edu-
cation of  the whole person, drawing 
upon the best in the rich and centu-
ries-long tradition of  Catholic higher 
education. Assumption’s graduates are 
known for their intellectual seriousness, 
thoughtful citizenship, and devotion 
to the common good. The University 
offers 37 majors and 49 minors in the 
liberal arts, sciences, business, nursing, 
professional studies, and other areas, 
as well as graduate degrees and pro-
fessional credentials. For more infor-
mation about Assumption University, 
please visit assumption.edu or follow us 
@AssumptionUMA.

Listing price: $550,000 
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height 
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

STORRS, Conn. — The 
University of  Connecticut 
congratulates the follow-
ing students on being 
named to its Dean’s List 
for the spring semester 
of  2025.

Auburn
Lily Derenas, Sydney 

Lamontagne

Charlton
Maria Bistras, Chloe 

Graves, Adeline Smith, 
Akshat Viswanath

Charlton City
Abigail Boria

Douglas
Kaylee Bolin

Dudley
Abigail Lepper

Fiskdale
Grace Connors

Grafton
V i s h n u v a r d h a n 

Mandepudi

Groton
Charlotte Digiovanni, 

Isabella Hutchins, 
Madelyn Kelly, Cameron 
McCretton, Treyton 
Palmer, Caroline Straw

Milford
Thomas Putnam

Millbury
Francesca Beyer

North Grafton
Shravya Anisetti, 

Alena Duval, Sunjeevni 
Patel, Athena Paul

Northbridge
Adriana Tillison, Keira 

Touhey

South Grafton
Audrey Karyabdi, 

Hanna Moy, Geeta Puli

Spencer
James Mcnicol

Sturbridge
Kathleen Cropley, 

Samuel Panek

Sutton
Margaret Jakubiak, 

Riley Towle

Upton
Marina Brockett-

Delgado, Emily Pollen

Whitinsville
Melanie Bisbee, Ian 

Gahan, Noah Malkasian

Zoe Picard named 
to Wofford College’s 

Dean’s List
SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Zoe Picard of  Auburn has 

been named to Wofford College’s spring 2025 Dean’s 
List.

Wofford College, established in 1854, is a four-year, 
residential liberal arts college located in Spartanburg, 
S.C. It offers 27 major fields of  study to a student body 
of  1,800 undergraduates. Nationally known for the 
strength of  its academic program, outstanding faculty, 
experiential learning opportunities and successful 
graduates, Wofford is recognized consistently as a 
“best value” and for its commitment to student success 
and accessibility for low- and middle-income students. 
The college community has 12 sororities and fraterni-
ties as well as 20 NCAA Division I athletics teams.

Ryan Truscott of 
Webster graduates from 

Clarkson University
POTSDAM, N.Y. — Ryan James Truscott of  Webster 

received a bachelor of  science degree with great dis-
tinction in electrical engineering, honors program 
from Clarkson University on May 10.

Clarkson University is a proven leader in techno-
logical education, research, innovation and sustain-
able economic development. With its main campus in 
Potsdam, N.Y., and additional graduate program and 
research facilities in the Capital Region and Hudson 
Valley, Clarkson faculty have a direct impact on more 
than 7,800 students annually through nationally recog-
nized undergraduate and graduate STEM designated 
degrees in engineering, business, science and health 
professions; executive education, industry-relevant 
credentials and K-12 STEM programs. Alumni earn 
salaries among the top 2 percent in the nation: one 
in five already leads in the c-suite. To learn more go 
to www.clarkson.edu.

Local students named to 
UConn Dean’s List
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

Look for our 
Summer Menu

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
6/6          Exodus RobERts
6/13        Jonny tayloR
6/20         Evan CoutuRE
6/27         John dEmERs

Lisa Caron Real Estate
Broker, Owner GRI, ABR, SRS, RENE, C2EX, SRES, MRP, PSA, LMC, CDPE, E-PRO

42 W. Main Street, PO Box 447 Brookfield, MA  01506
Cell : 508-341-8299
Search Homes Instantly: http://www.lisacaron.com

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
Opening New Doors For Families Everyday

143 Eagle Street Ware $385,000

Super Cute Well Maintained Home That Was Completely Renovated In 2005.This 3 Bedroom 
2 Full Bath Cape On A Nice Manageable Lot Features A Spacious Eat-In Kitchen With Quartz 
Counter Tops And Hardwood Floor, Open Floor Plan, Dining Room With A Gas Fireplace & 
Hardwood Floors. Nice Sun Filled Living Room With Propane Stove And Wall Of Windows. 1St 
Floor Includes Full Bath With Jacuzzi Tub And Master Bedroom With A Huge Walk-In Closet. 
2Nd Floor Has 2 Good Size Bedrooms And Another Full Bath. Highly Energy Efficient Heating 
System With Central Air. Large Deck. 26X16 Heated 1 Car Garage W/16 Ft Ceiling, Additional 
Space For Storage. Town Water And Sewer

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

WEBSTER — Webster and Dudley came together for their annual Memorial Day 
parade celebration on May 26, bringing together two communities to honor those 
who fought and died to protect the freedoms of  the United States. Locals lined the 
streets as parade floats, veterans, local school and community groups, and more 
filed through Webster towards the town hall where an emotional post-parade cere-
mony recognized those who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

Webster hosts Memorial Day Parade

Jason Bleau

Scout Troop 273 of Dudley marches through Webster with American flags in hand to celebrate 
pride in their country.

Cub Scout Pack 274 of Dudley marches down the parade route honoring veterans of today 
and yesterday.

The Webster Fire Department’s famed antique Engine 2 led a procession of emergency 
vehicles to conclude the parade.

This massive truck from Leo Crane in Webster was one of many military vehicles to join 
Webster’s annual Memorial Day parade.

Anne Kleya-Vojcovek, a World War II Navy nurse seen in the front passenger seat, was 
Webster’s Memorial Day parade Grand Marshal.

The Shepherd Hill Marching Band of Dudley makes it way through the streets as the drummers 
provide the beat for a variety of patriotic anthems.
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N O R T H 
GROSVENORDALE, 
CT – Joseph R. “Joe 
P” Poplawski, 81, 
died Saturday, May 
24, 2025, in Webster 
Manor after an illness. 
He leaves his wife 
of  58 years, Gloria 
J. (Anderson) 

Poplawski, 3 sons, David J. “Joe P” 
and his wife Karen Poplawski of  
Thompson, Keith M. Poplawski of  
Webster and, Kenneth S. Poplawski and 
his wife Beth of  North Grosvenordale; 
7 grandchildren, Joseph Poplawski, 
Jonathan Poplawski, Jordyn 
Poplawski, Elizabeth Poplawski, 
Nina Poplawski, McKenna Coderre 
and Kyle Wilson; 2 brothers, Richard 
P. Poplawski, and John J. Poplawski, 
both of  Webster; several nephews and 
nieces. He was preceded in death by 
his beloved dogs Junior and Tasha. 
He was born in Webster on June 14, 1943, 
a son of  Joseph and Phyllis (Grocki) 
Poplawski and was a 1961 graduate 
of  Bartlett Vocational High School. 
Mr. Poplawski was a United States 
Navy veteran of  the Vietnam War. 
He served aboard the USS Enterprise 
CVN 65, the world’s first nuclear 
powered aircraft carrier. Joe P was a 
flight deck crewman for fighter jets. 
He first worked as an auto mechanic 
at Bayer Motors in Dudley, MA, then 
as a heavy equipment operator for 
the Town of  Webster, MA Highway 
Department for 37 years. While liv-
ing in Florida Joe P worked at Walt 
Disney World as a monorail pilot, a 
greeter and as a character attendant 
for 11 years. Joe and Gloria returned 
to Massachusetts as snowbirds each 
summer, which led to seasonal camp-
ing at Indian Ranch. It was there that 
Joe P was a parking attendant and met 
countless music acts over his 10 years. 
From Charlie Daniels to David Allen 
Coe each knew Joe P and could not 
wait to catch up with them each year 
when the tour came back to Webster. 
Mr. Poplawski was a member of  Saint 
Joseph Basilica graduating from gram-
mar school there. In his youth he was 
a member of  the Jerricho Wanderer’s 
Car Club in Webster and Dudley. Joe 
P enjoyed cooking, working outdoors 
and collecting old cars including 
his 32’ 3 window Ford, his 48’ Ford 
Super Deluxe, and finally his 53’ Ford 

Sunliner convertible. 
On the outside Joe 
P was tough as the 
construction equip-
ment he operated. 
On the inside he was 
kind, compassion-
ate and dedicated. If  
you asked him what 
he was proud of, he 
would tell you it was his family. He stood 
by Mom through many medical and 
physical challenges. He always worried 
that she would be taken care of  and 
be safe. Dad, we got her, don’t worry! 
Joe P loved to tell stories of  his boys 
and what they were doing for work 
or building. His greatest joy and 
most treasured moments were to be 
found in the time he spent working 
on projects with them. As the fam-
ily expanded, Joe P loved attending 
baseball games, dance recitals, and 
horse shows of  his grandchildren. 
Dad made friends wherever he went 
and could not wait to tell us who they 
were and what they were all about. 
The terrible disease we know as 
dementia tried to take all of  Dad’s 
memory, but in the end, he could still 
share and recall a few good times. 
Unfortunately, his body could not 
keep up the fight, and the person who 
in November it took 3 EMT’s to hold 
down, four short months later could 
not swallow or eat and ultimately 
went on to see our Lord and Savior. 
The family would like to thank the 
dedicated nurses from Webster Manor 
3rd Floor as well as Katrina and 
Danielle. Dad could be challenging 
because of  his disease, but they stood 
by him and provided him with care 
and compassion right up until 5-24. 
A funeral Mass was held on Monday, 
June 2, at 11:00 AM in Saint Joseph 
Basilica, 53 Whitcomb Street, Webster, 
MA (please meet at church). The buri-
al with military honors was in Saint 
Joseph Garden of  Peace Cemetery, 
Webster, MA. 

The family requests donations in 
Joe P’s memory be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 
Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of  Sitkowski, Malboeuf  & Hickey 
Funeral Home, 340 School Street, 
Webster, MA 01570. www.websterfuner-
als.com

Joseph R. Poplawski, 81

It is with deep 
sadness that we 
announce the pass-
ing of  died on March 
22, 2025, following a 
very short illness. 
She is predeceased by 
her husband, Bruce 
Pearson who died 
in 1979. She leaves 2 

beloved children: Angela Pearson of  
Dudley, MA and Andrew Rust of  CA; 
Two sisters: Judith Rust of  CA and Ann 
Menzone and her husband Vincent of  
Dudley, MA; one brother John Seibold 
and his wife Diane of  Charlton, MA. 
She was the proud grandmother of  4 
grandchildren including Jalen Raheb 
and Alexa Erickson of  MA, and Khloie 
and Noah Rust of  CA. She also leaves 
10 nieces and nephews. She was born in 
Miami, Fl. Julie lived in Florida, MA, 

North Dakota and Georgia, then back 
to Florida where she loved her time 
at Pass -A-Grille Beach collecting sea-
shells, sea glass and watching the sun-
sets. Julie traveled extensively during 
her life and was a fearless adventur-
er. She was never afraid to speak her 
mind and was “Tiny, but mighty”. Julie 
worked as a Certified Nurse Assistant 
in Florida. Julie is now with her faithful 
travel companion, Ginger, her beloved 
Pomeranian. Memorial services will be 
held on Saturday; June 14th at 11:00 am. 
At the First Congregational Church of  
Dudley, 135 Center Road, Dudley, MA. 
Service will be streamed at https://
www.youtube.com/@firstcongrega-
tionalchurchu582 In lieu of  flowers, 
donations can be made to Worcester 
Animal League, She will be missed, 
“Always, Forever and Eternity!”

Julie L.Pearson, 66

Obituaries

required based on pro-
jected costs in October 
of  2025 and will continue 
until there is a solution to 
the problem, which is a 
waterline.” 

That waterline, which 
would extend town water 
into Eagle Drive, was 
the subject of  a second 
separate article and vote 
to borrow $14.2 million 
for the project, only half  
of  which would be paid 
by the town with Gentex 
funding the other half. 
A positive vote would 
have allowed Dudley the 
chance to procure loan 
principal forgiveness and 
zero percent financing for 
the project. The article 
failed to reach the two-
thirds required majori-
ty by only a handful of  
votes leaving what Ruda 
called “the only solution” 
to the problem in limbo. 
Without the funding, 
Dudley cannot proceed 
with the waterline and 
must continue to fund 
mitigation indefinitely, 
an investment that the 
project’s designers, Tighe 
and Bond, indicated 
would be far more costly 
in the long run.

However, the vote is not 
the end for the waterline. 
Ruda said they received 
come constructive feed-

back from the voters and 
plan to continue their 
push for approval.

“We will certainly pro-
vide answers in the weeks 
to come but unfortunate-
ly, those conversations 
would have been more 
productive at the three 
public meetings thereby 
giving us an opportunity 
to provide a meaningful 
response,” said Ruda. 
“We forfeit the favorable 
funding for the water-
line project as a result of  
failing to achieve a 2/3 
majority to authorize the 
borrowing but paying for 
home filtration systems 
forever is neither practi-
cal nor financially viable. 
The answer is to put in a 
waterline and provide the 
ability for residents with 
contaminated wells to tie-
in. We will be discussing 
next steps.” 

Ruda said he wished 
more residents of  the 
impacted neighborhood, 
comprised of  Eagle Drive 
and Fairview Avenue, 
attended town meetings 
and public hearings con-
cerning the project. The 
most recent hearing on 
the project on April 28, 
where Tighe & Bond pre-
sented the finer details of  
the design, was sparse-
ly attended. The Town 
Administrator noted that 
many citizens present at 
the annual town meeting 

have opposed the proj-
ect from the start and he 
would like to see more 
involvement from resi-
dents of  the neighbor-
hood whether they’re for 
or against the project.   

“Every household was 
notified by mail, yet turn-
out was low and dominat-
ed by opposition,” said 
Ruda. “At this point, it 
comes down to engage-
ment. Residents—espe-
cially those with con-
taminated wells—need to 
decide whether they will 
let a small group speak 
and vote on their behalf. 
The town will keep shar-
ing facts, but people have 
to show up, hear all the 
facts, and decide what’s 
best for their own health 
and the town’s future.” 

Ruda said regardless 
of  the next steps it will 
be difficult to find fund-
ing options to match 
the forgiveness and zero 
interest opportunity that 
presented itself  with this 
vote. He also stressed that 
while Dudley is required 
to borrow the full amount 
for the project it’s import-
ant that taxpayers under-
stand that Gentex will 
be paying its fair share, 
but all funding needs to 
go through Dudley for 
a loan which Ruda said 
is “pretty standard” and 
required for towns across 
the commonwealth.

DUDLEY
continued from page  A1

the police 535-981.
To School Committee 

Chair Corey Burke, 
“Obviously, we were dis-
appointed the override 
didn’t pass, but believe in 
the process and respect 
the voters’ decision. 
Just from the conversa-
tions I’ve had I believe 
people were concerned 
that, although the money 
would be earmarked for 
the schools this coming 
year, it may not be the 
following year.”

He noted several 
question opponents he 
spoke to were also con-
cerned about raising 
taxes “during a difficult 
economic time. Others 
voiced the opinion that 
they will never support 
an override for any rea-
son.” 

“As for the effects on 
the schools, the biggest 
concern is not only the 
immediate loss of  posi-
tions, but as anyone who 
is in the field can tell you, 
once those positions are 
lost it is incredibly diffi-
cult to build them back,” 
Burke added. “It’s not a 
matter of  one good eco-
nomic year and we can 
bring them all back.   It 

takes many years and the 
losses for students in the 
meantime are difficult 
to swallow. We have an 
amazing staff  and I know 
they will continue to 
push themselves for our 
students, but I know their 
job will get more difficult 
as a result of  this loss.”

For the police, the con-
cern was similar.

“The outcome of  this 
vote doesn’t change the 
fact our staffing remains 
thin, our demands are 
growing, and the need 
for a School Resource 
Officer and additional 
patrol coverage is legiti-
mate,” Police Chief  Mike 
Daniels said by email. 
“Our officers will con-
tinue doing what they’ve 
always done, showing 
up, stepping up, and giv-
ing this town everything 
they’ve got. But we can’t 
ignore the reality, some-
thing has to give, and I 
will return when the time 
is right.”

Daniels said he doesn’t 
“fault anyone for vot-
ing the way they did” 
and understands why it 
failed. “People are feeling 
the squeeze from rising 
government costs, health 
insurance premiums, and 
inflation,” he observed, 
adding, “Folks are just 

trying to live comfort-
ably and take care of  
their families, as we do 
as a Police Department, 
stretching every resource 
we have to serve the com-
munity as best we can.”

Cornacchioli also noted 
he wasn’t surprised both 
failed, but was “deeply 
disappointed that it even 
came to that point” of  
needing to put the school 
one on the ballot. “Asking 
the Schools to absorb a 0 
percent budget increase 
for FY26—and then 
expecting them to absorb 
an additional $380,000 cut 
on top of  that—was, in 
my view, an incredibly 
irresponsible decision by 
the Town Manager.”

He said he thinks 
Bourbeau will “do an 
excellent job filling 
my seat on the School 
Committee.”

Carole Steina was 
also elected as Library 
Trustee, as was Mary 
Wells to the Housing 
Authority. Both had no 
opposition.

In total, 1539 ballots 
were cast, or 14 percent 
of  the town’s 11,234 regis-
tered voters.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

OXFORD
continued from page  A1

WEBSTER — When the 
Founding Fathers wrote 
the U.S. Constitution in 
1787, they were concerned 
about many things, but 
what might happen if  
the Presidency should 
become vacant was not 
a high priority.   A clause 
in Article II simply stat-
ed that if  the President 
should die, resign, or 
become disabled, the Vice 
President would assume 
the position.

  For the first five 
decades of  the Nation 
under this new system 
of  government, the issue 
of  presidential vacancy 
did not enter the public 
consciousness because it 
never became a problem.  
Only when President 
William Henry Harrison 
died on April 4, 1841, after 
a mere thirty days in 
office, did America have 
to grapple with the issue 

of  succession. 
  Paul Lambert Sr., 

Instructor of  History 
and Political Science 
and Library Archivist at 
Nichols College, will talk 
about this fascinating 
time in American histo-
ry at the Samuel Slater 
Experience on Saturday, 
June 14, at 11 a.m. 

  His presentation will 
look at how America 
dealt with the issue 
of  presidential death 
and succession during 
the 19th century.   Four 
vice presidents – John 
Tyler, Millard Fillmore, 
Andrew Johnson, and 
Chester Arthur -- would 
be touched by unfore-
seen circumstances and 
find themselves suddenly 
thrust into the Presidency.  
None of  these men ever 
expected to sit in the 
White House, yet a combi-
nation of  circumstances 

moved them from obscu-
rity into prominence. 

  All four took actions 
that would be controver-
sial and end up being det-
rimental to their political 
careers, yet they would 
have an indelible impact 
on 19th-century America 
and our current under-
standing of  the American 
presidency.  

  The free one-hour 
presentation is sup-
ported by the Webster 
Cultural Council. To reg-
ister, go to  https://sam-
uelslaterexperience.org, 
email  admin@samuelsla-
terexperience.org, or call 
508-461-2955.   Attendees 
will receive a coupon for 
discounted admission to 
the museum. 

  The Samuel Slater 
Experience is at 31 Ray 
St., Webster.

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

C H A R L T O N 
—  Charlton Selectman 
David Singer has con-
tinued his pursuit of  a 
public statement against 
hate from the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
Committee months after 
addressing controversial 
material promoted by the 
Massachusetts Teachers 
Association to educate 
students about the Israel-
Hamas War.

Singer has called for an 
official statement from 
the School Committee 
on two prior occasions 
appearing as a pri-
vate citizen before both 
the School Committee 
itself  and the Board of  
Selectmen respectively. 
He once again spoke as 
a citizen during the pub-
lic comment segment of  
the Board of  Selectmen’s 
May 27 meeting renewing 
his request for the board 
to seek an official state-
ment from the School 
Committee which he feels 
is justified due to specific 
incidents of  hate among 
the student body.

“It is needed. While I 
cannot give you names, 
I can tell you personal-
ly that I do know of  an 
instance in the Charlton 
Middle School where stu-
dents were goose-step-
ping behind a Jewish 
student,” Singer revealed. 
“I do know an instance 
in Shepard Hill where a 
penny was thrown down 
the hallway at a Jewish 
student, and I do know of  
an instance on our Dudley 
Charlton Regional School 
System busses where 
threats were made against 
a Jewish resident’s home. 

I’m sorry if  I’m not going 
to sit here and take it, that 
we don’t need to stand up 
to this. I expect more from 
every leader, not only on 
this board but the School 
Committee.”

In the past, Singer had 
also expressed concerns 
about content posted on 
School Committee mem-
bers’ personal social 
media accounts with-
out mentioning specific 
individuals by name. On 
May 27, he made a direct 
accusation against School 
Committee Vice Chair 
Jeanne Costello sharing 
printouts of  posts from 
her personal Facebook 
page that Singer called 
“hate speech” and “pro-
paganda lies.” Singer sub-
mitted copies of  the posts 
to the Town Administrator 
hoping they will be sent 
to the School Committee 
and that the town will ask 
them to act and respond.

Our correspondent 
reached out to Jeanne 
Costello, who issued an 
emailed statement call-
ing Singer’s accusations 
defamatory, “untrue” and 
“hurtful,” portraying 
her as promoting hate an 
antisemitism.

“I want to be clear: I 
do not promote hate of  
any kind, nor do I sup-
port antisemitism. I fully 
condemn all forms of  
hate, violence, and dis-
crimination,” Costello 
wrote. “Mr. Singer’s com-
ments appear to conflate 
my personal beliefs and 
online activity with my 
role as an elected offi-
cial. While I serve on the 
Dudley-Charlton Regional 
School Committee, I did 
not, and do not, speak on 
behalf  of  the committee 
or the school district on 

my personal social media. 
Like any private citizen, I 
have the right to express 
myself  personally and 
thoughtfully, and I do so 
responsibly.”

In her capacity as 
School Committee Vice 
Chair, Costello did 
acknowledge that the dis-
trict includes policies in 
the staff  handbook and 
student handbook regard-
ing nondiscrimination, 
civil rights grievance pro-
cedures, and bully preven-
tion. These policies have 
been made available on 
the district’s website.

Singer’s demands stem 
from a controversy involv-
ing material posted on a 
members-only page on 
the MTA’s website meant 
to help educators teach 
their students about the 
Israel-Hamas War, also 
colloquially referred to as 
the Gaza War. The con-
tent received widespread 
criticism and spurred 
Singer to approach the 
local School Committee in 
March who ensured that 
no educator had begun 
utilizing the material but 
stopped short of  issuing 
any official written state-
ment despite Singer’s 
repeated requests. Singer 
also said he was “discour-
aged” after selectmen 
had voted down a prior 
request to send a letter 
to the school committee 
asking that they consider 
issuing an official state-
ment.

The Board of  Selectmen 
provided few comments 
on the matter as it was not 
an official item on the May 
27 agenda. Board Chair 
Karen Spiewak asked that 
any future discussion be 
saved for another Board 
of  Selectmen meeting. 

Singer continues call for 
action by School Committee

Explore “Death and the Presidency in 19th 
Century America” at Samuel Slater Experience
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Get 7 papers.
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© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

&Home 
 AutoSpring

Specializing 
in repairs or new 
installs for home 

owners since 1988 
Fully licensed and insured 

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

PLUMBING

Email 
jdrainman714@aol.com

Lic #MPL 21763

Call 
508-304-7816

Filter Your Water with 
a Reverse Osmosis  

Under Sink 
Or Countertop System

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

HURLEY 
FIREWOOD

Cut, Split,  
Delivered
GREEN

$250 per cord
Call John at  

508-958-4350

FIREWOOD

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information
Call 774-200-7308

email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

774-200-4880
 Business 8925 A1 

Journeyman Lic.1364 
Master Lic. 21787

www.beastelectrical
contracting.com

TopB.E.A.S.T2021@
gmail.com

North Brookfield,MA

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

REAL ESTATE
AUBURN 

$545,000, 79 Shore Dr, Ward Janice R Est, 
and Ward Jr, James F, to Yusef, Doaa, and 
Yusef, Ahmed.

$365,000, 198 West St, Mccuen, Shane, and 
Mccuen, Amy, to Graham, Michelle L.

$340,000, 19 Otis St, Norberg, Bror W, and 
Norberg, Denise M, to De Oliveira, Nivaldo.

$180,000, 5 Friedel St, Thomas Wanett E 
Est, and Seidler, Melissa, to Bay State Prop 
Dev LLC.

DUDLEY 
$492,000, 30 Dresser Hill Rd, Dallorto, 

Bernardo C, and Dallorto, Jorge S, to 
Connors, Greg.

$425,000, 27 Marshall Ter #1, Katz, Robin 
A, to Dexter, Lori A.

$345,000, 99 Center Rd, Durkee, Lynnell L, 
to Nichols, College.

$335,000, 9 Susan Dr, Warner, Scott, to 
Marzeotti Group Rlty Inc.

$275,000, 56 Farley Rd, Degnan, Daniel J, 
to Cusson, Cheyenne.

OXFORD
$615,000, 7 Minuteman Ln, Perveiler, 

John M, to Laub, Noah, and Laub, Julie L.
$380,000, 23 Thayer Pond Dr #4, Puzio, 

Peter D, to Baril, Julie, and Disla, Jeffrey.
$290,000, 14 Bartlett St, Duffy, Michelle R, 

to Juskavitch Rt, and Juskavitch, Preston.

WEBSTER
$460,000, 37 Aldrich St, Guenther Jr Louis 

R Est, and Guenther-Smith, Lu E, to Twiss, 
Joanne M.

$412,000, 11 Negus St, Morgan, Mehat, to 
Crespo, Alba G.

$375,000, 22 Stoughton Ave, Dion, Karen, 
and Canty, Colleen, to Telpiz, Nadejda.

WORCESTER — Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) celebrated 
its 2025 Commencement with a series of  
ceremonies honoring the achievements 
of  graduates across all degree levels. 
For the second year, commencement 
exercises were held at the DCU Center, 
where WPI conferred 1,298 bachelor’s 
degrees representing a diverse range 
of  disciplines in science, engineering, 
technology, business, and the human-
ities. President Grace J. Wang, PhD, 
and Board of  Trustees Chair William 
Fitzgerald presided over the 156th 
Commencement exercises on Friday, 
May 16.

Wang told members of  the Class of  
2025 they are entering a changing world 
filled with competing visions for how 
to solve challenges and advance society. 
But, she said, along with knowledge and 
technical competence in their chosen 
fields of  study, WPI graduates have been 
equipped with the ability to think crit-
ically, to be resilient, to work in teams, 
and to do it all with a sense of  ethics and 
global responsibility.

“Outside these walls today is a world 
that needs you,” Wang said. “Not just 
because of  what you have learned to do 
in your chosen field, but because of  who 
you are, and also because of  the leader-
ship qualities you built at WPI.”

Delivering the undergraduate 
Commencement address, Michelle Gass 
‘90, president and chief  executive officer 
of  Levi Strauss & Co., reflected on her 
journey from student to global business 
leader to inspire the Class of  2025. Gass 
said she’s often asked how a chemical 
engineering graduate from WPI became 
CEO of  one of  the most iconic apparel 

companies in the world. The answer, she 
told the graduates, lies in a handful of  
guiding principles she started refining 
in her years on the WPI campus.

“I’ve realized that to the extent I’ve 
been successful and able to engineer 
the kind of  life I wanted for myself  
and my family, it’s largely because I 
learned how to approach problems and 
moments intentionally and productive-
ly, while keeping real people in mind at 
all times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller, chair and trea-
surer of  the George F. and Sybil H. Fuller 
Foundation, a significant supporter of  
WPI, received honorary degrees as part 
of  the ceremony.

Student speaker Dhespina Zhidro, a 
biomedical engineering and mechani-
cal engineering double major, reminded 
fellow graduates about the community 
they formed for themselves, shaped by 
a collective experience that included 
struggle, doubt, and, ultimately, achieve-
ment.

“WPI has given us more than an edu-
cation,” Zhidro said. “It has given us a 
blueprint for how to live, how to lead, 
create meaningful change, and leave 
every place we enter better than we 
found it.”

The following graduates earned BS 
degrees:

Audrey Johnson from Auburn 
majored in Mechanical Engineering

Chloe Hatstat from Oxford majored in 
Chemical Engineering

Christian Consiglio from Oxford 
majored in Computer Science

Juliana Fox from Oxford majored in 
Industrial Engineering

Logan Gervais from Dudley majored 

in Mechanical Engineering
Morgan Polinski from Webster 

majored in Biomedical Engineering
Parker Glispin from Oxford majored 

in Computer Science
Samuel Wing from Oxford majored in 

Aerospace Engineering
Sarah Fenton from Dudley majored in 

Chemical Engineering

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused 

research university and a recognized 
pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865 
on the principle that students learn 
most effectively by applying the theory 
learned in the classroom to the prac-
tice of  solving real-world problems, 
WPI’s continued mission is to trans-
form lives, turn knowledge into action 
to confront global challenges, and rev-
olutionize STEM through distinctive 
and inclusive education, projects, and 
research. WPI’s project-based curricu-
lum engages undergraduates in solv-
ing important scientific, technological, 
and societal problems throughout their 
education and at more than 50 project 
centers around the world. Today WPI 
offers more than 70 Bachelor’s, Master’s, 
and doctoral degree programs across 
18 academic departments in science, 
engineering, technology, business, the 
social sciences, and the humanities and 
arts. To help address ongoing challeng-
es, improve lives, and help create a more 
sustainable world, WPI faculty and stu-
dents pursue groundbreaking research 
in such areas as the life sciences, smart 
technologies, materials and manufac-
turing, and global initiatives.

Local residents receive degrees at WPI 
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1902EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Michael Edward Cahill 
Date of Death: : 02/28/2025  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Michael 
L. Cahill of Springfield MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Michael L. Cahill of Springfield MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 28, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 6, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO25P1900EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate Of:

Andrew J Peloquin 
Also known as: Andre Peloquin

Date of Death:  12/27/2003  
To all interested persons:
A Petition for  Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative  has been filed 
by Karen A Gorski of Webster MA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Karen A Gorski of Webster MA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-

pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: May 28, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
June 6, 2025

Docket No. WO25E0065
Petition to Partition Citation 
(A.C.92A)
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Worcester Probate & Family Court

To Dennis Basins and to all other inter-
ested persons. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by Jeffrey P. Greenberg, Esq. on 
behalf of Amy Basins-Jones of Worces-
ter in the County of Worcester repre-
senting that he hold as tenant in com-
mon undivided part or share of certain 
land lying in Webster in said County 
Worcester and briefly described as fol-
lows: 
See Attached
setting forth that he/she desire that  all 
the aforesaid described part  of said 
land may be sold at private sale for not 
less than three hundred and fifty thou-
sand ($350,000) dollars, and praying 
that partition may be made of all the 
land aforesaid according to law, and 
to that end that a commissioner be ap-
pointed to make such partition and be 
ordered to make sale and conveyance 
of all, or any part of said land which the 
Court finds cannot be advantageously 
divided either at private sale or public 
auction, and be ordered to distribute 
the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the 10th day of June the return date of 
this citation.
Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this 8th day 
of May 2025.
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
May 23, 2025
May 30, 2025
June 6, 2025

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 399 Main Street, 
Oxford, MA 01540
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a cer-
tain mortgage given by Wayne H. Taylor 
to Navy Federal Credit Union, and now 
held by Navy Federal Credit Union, 
said mortgage dated September 28, 
2017 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 57806, Page 139, 
for breach of the conditions in said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction on July 3, 2025 at 03:00 PM 
Local Time upon the premises, all and 
singular the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit: 
The land with the buildings thereon 
of every nature and description and 
all the privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, situated in the cen-
tral part of Oxford, Worcester County, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at the southeasterly cor-
ner of the tract to be conveyed at 
an iron pipe on the westerly line 
of Main Street and also being the 
northeasterly corner of land now 

or formerly of Eugene Davidson; 
 THENCE by land of said Davidson, N. 
86° 15’ W., one hundred seventy-seven 
and fifty-four hundredths (177.54) feet 
to an iron pipe at edge of hard land at 
land now formerly of Marian Hawes;  
THENCE by said Hawes land, N. 86° 15’ 
W., one hundred fifty-two and forty-six 
hundredth (152.46) feet to a point in 
a swamp;
THENCE N. 2° 38’ E., about eighty-sev-
en (87) feet to an iron pipe on the 
easterly edge of hard land at land now 
or formerly of Carrie H. Bloomquist; 
THENCE by said land of said 
Bloomquist, S. 86° 15’ E., two hundred 
fifty-four (254) feet to an iron pipe; 
THENCE S. 8° 03’ E., six 
(6) feet to an iron pipe; 
 
THENCE S. 77° 23’ E., for-
ty-four (44) feet to an iron pipe; 
THENCE S. 54° 53’, forty-five 
(45) feet to an iron pipe on the 
westerly line of Main Street; 
THENCE by the westerly line of 
Main Street, S. 8° 20’ W., forty-eight 
(48) feet to the place of beginning. 
Containing 27,198 square 
feet, more or less (.624 acres) 
Being the same premises con-
veyed by deed recorded in the 
Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 55610, Page 274. 
See also deed recorded herewith.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated September 7, 2017 and record-
ed in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
57806, Page 136.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.
Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Navy Federal Credit 
Union
Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 
May 30, 2025
June 6, 2025
June 13, 2025

(SEAL)		
    COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket No. 25 SM 001423
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Karyn Borowy 
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq)
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Oxford,  numbered 8 New Street, 
given by Karyn Borowy to “MERS”, 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-
tion that is acting solely as nominee 
for Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation, “Lender”; and its suc-
cessors and assigns, dated March 9, 
2022, and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds  in Book 67258, Page 21, and 
now held by Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA  02108 on or 
before 06/30/2025 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance 
with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief 
Justice of this Court on 5/13/2025
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
June 5,  2025

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

DOCKET NO. 25 SM 001437
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Heather Carlson
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
US Bank Trust National Association, 
Not In Its Individual Capacity But 
Solely As Owner Trustee For VRMTG 
Asset Trust
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Webster, numbered 50 Harris Street, 
given by Heather Carlson to Wells 
Fargo Bank, N.A., dated July 31, 
2019, and recorded in Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 60803, Page 226, 
as affected by a Loan Modification 
Agreement dated October 28, 2022, 
and recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 69104, Page 63, and 
now held by the Plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 
in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before 06/30/2025 or you may lose the 
opportunity to challenge the foreclo-
sure on the ground of noncompliance 
with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief 
Justice of this Court on 5/13/2025
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder
June 5,  2025

Town of Dudley
Notice of Public Hearing

Order for Joint or Identical Pole 
Locations

National Grid and Verizon New England
In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L Chapter 166, § 22, a Public 
Hearing will be held on Monday, June 
23, 2025 beginning at 6:35pm at the 
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West 
Main Street, Dudley, MA in Room 
321A.   The Purpose of this Hearing: 
To Act on a National Grid Pole Petition 
No. 31072054
Massachusetts Electric Company 
d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New 
England requests permission to locat-
ed poles, wires, and fixtures, including 
the necessary sustaining and protect-
ing fixtures, along with across the fol-
lowing public way: West Dudley Road 
– National Grid to relocated 1 JO pole 
on West Dudley Road beginning at 
a point  approximately 365 feet East 
of the centerline of the intersection 
of Southbridge Road and continuing 
approximately 15 feet in a Easterly 
direction.  National Drive to relocated 
P3 approximately 15’ West in order 
to provide services to 4 West Dudley 
Road., Dudley, MA  
Anyone wishing to be heard should 
appear at the date and times specified 
or forward concerns in writing. 
Dudley Board of Selectmen
June 6, 2025

LEGALS

WORCESTER — Two students from Quinsigamond 
Community College were recognized earlier this month 
by the Massachusetts Association of  Community 
Colleges (MACC) for their induction to the 2025 Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK) All-State Academic Team. QCC 
students Deanna Kelsaw and Vijay Kesavan joined 31 
students from other community colleges throughout 
the state at the ceremony.

“It is an honor to have two of  our outstanding PTK 
students, Deanna and Vijay recognized as members 
of  the state’s All-Academic Team. Their achievements 
are a testament to what can be accomplished through 
hard work, dedication, and determination,” said QCC 
President Luis Pedraja, Ph.D.

PTK International Honor Society recognizes and 
encourages the academic achievement of  two-year 
college students. Students nominated to the national 

All-USA Academic Team are automatically named 
to the All-State Academic Teams. To be eligible for 
nomination, students must have earned a minimum 
cumulative college-level grade point average of  3.25 
on a 4.0 scale

Kelsaw, who recently received a certificate in medi-
cal assisting, recognized PTK as a support system that 
contributed to her success at QCC, in addition to her 
own strength and perseverance.

“At first, when I thought about a career, I was not 
sure what I wanted to do because I have cochlear 
implants and limitations,” Kelsaw shared, explaining 
that support from PTK staff  and other students helped 
her embrace both her strengths and weaknesses while 
guiding her academic and professional journey in 
healthcare.

“Once you become a Phi Theta Kappa member, you 

are never truly alone,” Kelsaw added.
Kelsaw plans on continuing her studies to become 

a registered nurse, so she can pursue her passion for 
helping others.

Kesavan, who will be transferring to Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in the fall, has been involved in 
many extracurricular and academic pursuits at QCC.

“I was very happy to have been recognized. I had 
never been to the State House before, so getting to go 
there for an event like the recognition ceremony was 
an amazing experience,” Kesavan said. 

QCC’s PTK Alpha Zeta Theta chapter offers stu-
dents opportunities for growth through leadership 
and service programming and has won several region-
al and national awards.

For more information visit www.QCC.edu/PTK.

QCC students recognized at all-state academic team ceremony



W O R C E S T E R 
—  Almost 1,200 under-
graduate students at 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI) completed 
a senior capstone thesis 
that is required of  all grad-
uating seniors as part of  
the university’s distinc-

tive project-based educa-
tional experience. Known 
as  Major Qualifying 
Projects  (MQP), these 
are professional-level 
research experiences in 
the students’ fields of  
study that challenge stu-
dents to solve the kind of  
problem they would typ-
ically encounter in their 
professional discipline.

“It’s inspiring to see 
the creativity and skills 
that our students bring to 
these  hands-on projects, 
as well as the profession-
alism with which they 
present their research,” 
says  Arne Gericke, 
interim dean of  under-
graduate studies and 
director of  the  Office of  
Undergraduate Research. 
“Their experience man-
aging a major project like 
this-including identifying 
a problem and research-
ing all of  the implications 
and possible solutions 
while also managing 
team dynamics over an 
extended period of  sever-
al months-sets them up 
well for success not only 
in their first jobs after 
graduation but  through-
out their careers.”

WPI’s innovative 
undergraduate educa-
tion is centered around 
project-based learning, 
a hands-on approach 
that requires students 
to apply their scientific 
and technical knowledge 
to real-world, open-ended 
problems. During their 
time at WPI, all students 
complete two significant 
research projects that 
produce tangible results 
and often affect the quali-
ty of  people’s lives. These 
projects change both the 
student and their world.

MQPs are usually team-
based and often focus on 
specific issues or needs 
of  an organization that 
has partnered with the 
university to sponsor the 
students’ work. In addi-
tion to providing practi-
cal work experience that 
proves valuable to future 
employers, MQPs often 
lead to publications in 

peer-reviewed journals, 
presentations at regional 
and national conferences, 
patents, and entrepre-
neurial ventures. Others 
become useful innova-
tions and products for 
their corporate sponsors.

The following students 
completed an MQP:

Alysha Creelman from 
Auburn, majoring in 
Data Science, class of  
2025, completed a proj-
ect titled “Forecasting 
Seasonal User Traffic for 
DraftKings.”

Audrey Johnson from 
Auburn, majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering, 
class of  2025, completed a 
project titled “Design of  
Getter System for Metal 
Powder Heat Treatment.”

Samuel Wing from 
Oxford, majoring in 
Aerospace Engineering, 
class of  2025, completed a 
project titled “Conceptual 
Mission Design for Titan 
Sample Return.”

Christian Consiglio 
from Oxford, majoring 
in Computer Science, 
class of  2025, completed 
a project titled “PC Pets: 
Interactive Productivity 
and Mental Health.”

Parker Glispin from 
Oxford, majoring in 
Computer Science, class 
of  2025, completed a 
project titled “PC Pets: 
Interactive Productivity 
and Mental Health.”

Juliana Fox from 
Oxford, majoring in 
Industrial Engineering, 
class of  2025, com-
pleted a project titled 
“Digitization-Driven 
Process Improvement in 
the Acoustic Java.”

William Tyrrell from 
Dudley, majoring in 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, class of  
2025, completed a proj-
ect titled “AI-Powered 
3D Facial Generation for 
Robotic Interfaces.”

Sarah Fenton from 
Dudley, majoring in 
Chemical Engineering, 
class of  2025, completed a 
project titled “Magnesium 
Production and Recycling 
for Clean Energy.”

Chloe Hatstat from 
Oxford, majoring in 
Chemical Engineering, 
class of  2025, com-
pleted a project titled 
“Characterization and 
Post-Processing of  
Quantum Dots.”

Morgan Polinski from 
Webster, majoring in 
Biomedical Engineering, 
class of  2025, completed a 
project titled “Mammary 
Cell Microfluidic 
Thermal Device.”

About Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute

WPI is a top-tier STEM-
focused research univer-
sity and a recognized pio-
neer and global leader in 
project-based learning. 
Founded in 1865 on the 
principle that students 
learn most effectively 
by applying the theo-
ry learned in the class-
room to the practice of  
solving real-world prob-
lems, WPI’s continued 
mission is to transform 
lives, turn knowledge into 
action to confront glob-
al challenges, and revo-
lutionize STEM through 
distinctive and inclusive 
education, projects, and 
research. WPI’s proj-
ect-based curriculum 
engages undergraduates 
in solving important sci-
entific, technological, 
and societal problems 
throughout their educa-
tion and at more than 50 
project centers around the 
world. Today WPI offers 
more than 70 Bachelor’s, 
Master’s, and doctoral 
degree programs across 
18 academic departments 
in science, engineering, 
technology, business, 
the social sciences, and 
the humanities and arts. 
To help address ongo-
ing challenges, improve 
lives, and help create a 
more sustainable world, 
WPI faculty and students 
pursue groundbreaking 
research in such areas as 
the life sciences, smart 
technologies, materials 
and manufacturing, and 
global initiatives.

OXFORD —  Five stu-
dents at Oxford High 
School earned the presti-
gious Massachusetts Seal 
of  Biliteracy this spring.  
The Seal of  Biliteracy is 
awarded to high school 
students, upon their grad-
uation, who demonstrate 
proficiency in English 
and one other world lan-
guage.   Students must 
have received a minimum 
score of  472 on their ELA 
MCAS and pass the World 
Language Advanced 
Placement Exam with a 
score of  3 or higher.

The Massachusetts 
Seal of  Biliteracy takes 
the form of  a seal that 
appears on the transcript 
or diploma of  the grad-
uating senior and is a 
statement of  accomplish-
ment for future employ-
ers and college admis-
sions.   Less than 4,000 
students received the Seal 
of  Biliteracy across the 
Commonwealth in 2024. 
Earning the distinction 
enhances a student’s qual-
ifications for college and 

career and prepares them 
for a global world; cur-
rently, 13 public institu-
tions of  higher education 
within the state also offer 
credits and/or advanced 
course placement to Seal 
earners.

Mr. Kevin Bell, OHS 
Spanish teacher, helped 
bring this opportunity 
to students and facilitat-
ed the testing and qual-
ifications for students.  
This is the first year 
that students at Oxford 
High School have taken 
the World Language 
Advanced Placement 
Exam in pursuit of  the 
award.   Juniors Thalyta 
Souza and Sarah Fonseca 
both earned the Seal in 
Portuguese and will be 
recognized at their grad-
uation in 2026.   Seniors 
Naomy Laboy (Spanish), 
Nicole Brzozowska 
(Polish) and Sarah Parker 
(Spanish) will all be rec-
ognized at this spring’s 
June 6 Commencement 
exercises. 

OXFORD —  This past 
Memorial Day, Worthy 
Matron Sarah E. Sams, 
P. M., and Worthy Patron, 
Gary S. Clifford, P. P., trav-
eled to North Cemetery in 
Oxford to place the OES 
Star on Clara Barton’s 
grave in honor of  her ser-
vice as a nurse during the 
American Civil War and 
for her founding of  the 

American Red Cross. The 
chapter itself  is named 
after Clara Barton since 
its formation on March 
29, 1898. Ms. Barton her-
self  became a member of  
the  chapter on June 29th, 
1906. Members of  the 
chapter have been placing 
a memorial every year at 
Ms. Barton’s grave since 
her passing in 1912. 

The Order of  the 
Eastern Star is the larg-
est fraternal organization 
in the world to which 
both women and men 
can belong and is part 
of  the Masonic Family. 
It was conceived by the 
poet-laureate of  Masonry, 
Dr. Robert Morris in 
1850. The members of  
the Order of  the Eastern 
Star are dedicated men 
and women who sincere-
ly reflect the spirit of  fra-
ternal love and the desire 
to work together for good 
by giving their time to 
meaningful projects that 
benefit mankind. The 
Order is open to women 
eighteen years of  age 
or older that are related 
to a Master Mason, are 
a majority member of  
the Order of  Rainbow or 
Job’s Daughters, or more 
recently, are sponsored 
by an active member of  
the Order or Masons. Any 
Mason in good standing 
may also join. While the 
order is based on the 
teachings of  the Judeo-
Christian Bible, people 
of  all faiths are welcome 
into the Order. 

For more information, 
interview, or to inquire 
about membership, 
please contact Megan 
Carey, PM, Secretary at 
secretaryoes63@gmail.
com or Sarah E. Sams, 
Worthy Matron at saris-
ams@gmail.com.
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Pictured at Clara Barton’s grave in North Cemetery in Oxford 
are Worthy Matron Sarah E. Sams, P.M. and Worth Patron 
Gary S. Clifford, P.O. of Clara Barton Chapter No. 63, Order of 
the Eastern Star.

Clara Barton Chapter No. 63,  
Order of the Eastern Star remembers 

 Clara Barton on Memorial Day

WEBSTER —  Bartlett 
trailed by four early, but 
came back to top the 
Sammies on Sunday at 
Bartlett High School. 

Sutton Sammies got on 
the board first in the top 
of  the third inning after 
starting pitcher Jack 
Patraitis tripled with 
the bases loaded, scor-
ing three runs and Jason 
Walsh hit a sacrifice fly, 
scoring Patraitis. Bartlett 

Indians answered in 
the bottom half  of  the 
inning with 3 runs 
after Jeremy Morillo 
scored on a Urato hit up 
the middle, a sac fly by 
Mason Sebastyanski   to 
score   Brayden Greene 
and an RBI double by 
Luigi Villegas to score 
Urato. Bartlett later tied 
it up at 4 in the bottom 
of  the fifth inning after 
Urato took home on a 

wild pitch. In the next at 
bat Adam Phillips broke 
for home, taking advan-
tage of  the pitcher being 
in the wind up, and Kole 
Sebastyanski executed a 
perfect suicide squeeze 
bunt on a high and out-
side ball as Phillips 
crossed the plate to take 
the lead.  Kenny Arpin 
added the necessary 
insurance run with a sac-
rifice fly in the next at bat 

to make it 6-4. Andrew 
Cloutier drove in Jackson 
Kehowski on a single in 
the top of  the 7th to make 
it a one run game but 
Bartlett was able to hold 
on for the victory. Mason 
Sebastyanski earned the 
win for Bartlett allowing 
two hits and five runs 
over seven innings, strik-
ing out eight and walk-
ing six. Patraitis took the 
loss for Sutton despite a 

solid performance. The 
righty went four innings, 
surrendering five runs 
on two hits, striking out 
seven and walking four. 
Luigi Villegas drove the 
middle of  the lineup 
for the Indians, leading 
with two runs batted 
in. Bartlett played flaw-
less defense and didn’t 
commit a single error 
in the field. Patraitis 
and Cloutier  were solid 

together in the lineup 
for Sutton as they com-
bined for the two Sutton 
hits. Patraitis provid-
ed pop in the middle of  
the lineup, and led the 
Sammies with 3 RBIs. Up 
next for Bartlett in the 
round of  16 is the winner 
of  Greenfield vs. Ayer 
Shirley. Game time TBD.

Bartlett comes back to defeat Sutton 6-5 
in D5 State Tourney Round of 32

Five OHS students earn Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy

Courtesy

Pictured: Nicole Brzozowska, Sarah Parker, Sarah Fonseca, Thalyta Souza, Naomy Laboy, and Mr. Kevin Bell.

WPI students complete intensive 
 capstone research projects
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DOUGLAS —  Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy proudly 
inducted fifteen stu-
dents and one alum into 
the National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) 
during a scenic out-
door ceremony held on 
Sunday, May 11 at Douglas 
Orchard and Farms. 
Surrounded by blooming 
apple blossoms, the event 
marked the Academy’s 
tenth annual induction 
and the sixth consecutive 
year it has been hosted at 
the orchard’s picturesque 
pavilion.

The ceremony honors 
practical nursing stu-
dents who demonstrate 
excellence in academics, 
leadership, service, and 
character. Eligibility for 
NTHS is based on grade 
point average, faculty 
recommendation, and 
involvement in extracur-
ricular activities and vol-
unteer service. The recog-
nized qualities align with 
NTHS’s core values: skill, 
honesty, service, respon-
sibility, scholarship, citi-
zenship, and leadership.

“Making it through 
nursing school and 
earning NTHS induc-
tion is a true feath-
er in our students’ 
caps,” said Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 

Ed, RN, CRRN, Academy 
Director. “These students 
balance rigorous course-
work with work and fam-
ily responsibilities—it’s a 
remarkable achievement. 
We are incredibly proud 
of  their resilience and 
dedication.”

Bolandrina has orga-
nized the NTHS induc-
tion ceremony each year 

since its inception and 
emphasized the impor-
tance of  the tradition. 

“What started during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has grown into a mean-
ingful annual event. Our 
students and their fami-
lies look forward to cele-
brating in such a beauti-
ful and welcoming envi-
ronment,” she said.

Aaron Socrat, owner, 
architect, and builder 
of  Douglas Orchard and 
Farms, expressed pride 
in hosting the event. 

“I envisioned this 
pavilion with the orchard 
as the backdrop for 
moments just like this,” 
said Socrat. “It’s an honor 
to support the next gener-
ation of  nurses in such a 

memorable setting.”
The Academy 

expressed its gratitude 
to Douglas Orchard and 
Farms for its continued 
hospitality and support. 

“We are thankful for 
this partnership that 
allows us to celebrate our 
students’ accomplish-
ments in such a special 
way,” said Bolandrina.

Courtesy

Pictured here is the PN Class of 2025 NTHS Inductees are as follows:  Elizabeth Achayo of Worcester (UNICEF Club Officer), Cynthia Agyeman of Worcester, 
Rachel Anane of Worcester (MassHire Grant Recipient, UNICEF Club Officer), Emily Bamberger of Wales, Sandra Celestin of Taunton (DDS Scholar), Maria 
DeAmorim Hentschke of Worcester, Chali Desrosiers of Oxford, Jason Houatchanthara of Fiskdale, Flory Muleka of Worcester, Loise Ngigi of South Grafton 
(MassHire Grant Recipient, P.E.O. Chapter N, UNICEF Club Officer), Grant Peterson of Millbury (MassHire Grant Recipient, MassAbility Grant Recipient), 
Natasha Rovan of Worcester (MassHire Grant Recipient), Gorret Rusoke of Springfield, Delene Sarsfield of Charlton (MassHire Grant Recipient, P.E.O. Chapter 
AA, UNICEF Club Officer), and Bobbiejo Smith of North Brookfield (DDS Scholar). The PN Class of 2024 Honorary NTHS Inductee was John Martin Wanjiru, 

LPN of South Grafton.

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy celebrates 
10th Annual National Technical Honor Society induction 

Area students 
receive BS/

MS degrees at 
WPI’s 156th 

Commencement
WORCESTER — On Friday, May 16, Alysha Creelman 

of  Auburn, who majored in Data Science, and William 
Tyrrell of  Dudley, an Electrical and Computer 
Engineering major, bestowed a BS/MS degree at WPI’s 
156th Commencement. Nearly 1,300 undergraduate 
degrees were awarded during the ceremony.

President Grace J. Wang, PhD, and Board of  Trustees 
Chair William Fitzgerald presided over the exercises.

Wang told members of  the Class of  2025 they are 
entering a changing world filled with competing 
visions for how to solve challenges and advance soci-
ety. But, she said, along with knowledge and technical 
competence in their chosen fields of  study, WPI gradu-
ates have been equipped with the ability to think crit-
ically, to be resilient, to work in teams, and to do it all 
with a sense of  ethics and global responsibility.

“Outside these walls today is a world that needs 
you,” Wang said. “Not just because of  what you have 
learned to do in your chosen field, but because of  who 
you are, and also because of  the leadership qualities 
you built at WPI.”

Delivering the undergraduate Commencement 
address, Michelle Gass ‘90, president and chief  execu-
tive officer of  Levi Strauss & Co., reflected on her jour-
ney from student to global business leader to inspire 
the Class of  2025. Gass said she’s often asked how 
a chemical engineering graduate from WPI became 
CEO of  one of  the most iconic apparel companies in 
the world. The answer, she told the graduates, lies in 
a handful of  guiding principles she started refining in 
her years on the WPI campus.

“I’ve realized that to the extent I’ve been success-
ful and able to engineer the kind of  life I wanted for 
myself  and my family, it’s largely because I learned 
how to approach problems and moments intentionally 
and productively, while keeping real people in mind at 
all times,” Gass said.

Gass and Mark Fuller, chair and treasurer of  the 
George F. and Sybil H. Fuller Foundation, a significant 
supporter of  WPI, received honorary degrees as part 
of  the ceremony.

Student speaker Dhespina Zhidro, a biomedical engi-
neering and mechanical engineering double major, 
reminded fellow graduates about the community they 
formed for themselves, shaped by a collective expe-
rience that included struggle, doubt, and, ultimately, 
achievement.

“WPI has given us more than an education,” Zhidro 
said. “It has given us a blueprint for how to live, how to 
lead, create meaningful change, and leave every place 
we enter better than we found it.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused research university 

and a recognized pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865 on the principle 
that students learn most effectively by applying the 
theory learned in the classroom to the practice of  
solving real-world problems, WPI’s continued mission 
is to transform lives, turn knowledge into action to 
confront global challenges, and revolutionize STEM 
through distinctive and inclusive education, projects, 
and research. WPI’s project-based curriculum engag-
es undergraduates in solving important scientific, 
technological, and societal problems throughout their 
education and at more than 50 project centers around 
the world. Today WPI offers more than 70 bachelor’s, 
master’s, and doctoral degree programs across 18 aca-
demic departments in science, engineering, technol-
ogy, business, the social sciences, and the humanities 
and arts. To help address ongoing challenges, improve 
lives, and help create a more sustainable world, WPI 
faculty and students pursue groundbreaking research 
in such areas as the life sciences, smart technologies, 
materials and manufacturing, and global initiatives.

WORCESTER — A total of  707 of  undergraduate 
students at Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 
completed research-driven, professional-level proj-
ects that apply science and technology to address an 
important societal need or issue.

Known as the Interactive Qualifying Project (IQP), 
this project is a core part of  the innovative under-
graduate experience at WPI. Centered around proj-
ect-based learning, this hands-on approach offers 
students opportunities to help develop thoughtful 
solutions to open-ended problems. These real-world 
problems affect the quality of  life for people in the 
communities where students work, giving students a 
chance to make a difference in the world before they 
graduate. About two-thirds of  WPI students complete 
their IQPs at one of  the university’s 50+ off-campus 
project centers located in more than 30 countries 
around the world.

“The WPI project-based curriculum’s focus on glob-
al studies brings students out of  the classroom and 
their comfort zones and into the global community 
to apply their knowledge and to solve problems,” said 
Professor Kent Rissmiller, professor of  International 
& Global Studies and associate dean of  The Global 
School. “Students are immersed in all aspects of  a dif-
ferent culture-from the way people live and work to the 
values they hold to the foods they eat, all valuable per-
spectives for surviving and thriving in today’s global 
marketplace. They also learn the meaning and magic 
of  teamwork; make a real and meaningful difference 
in their host community; and gain a competitive edge 
for any resume, or graduate or professional school 
application.”

The following students were part of  a team that 
completed an intensive project:

Nicholas Palumbo from Auburn, class of  2026, major-
ing in Computer Science and Robotics Engineering, 
completed a professional-level research-driven project 
titled “Supporting Boricua’s Network with Improved 
Data Systems.”

Jessica Peets from Webster, class of  2026, majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering, completed a project titled 
“Engaging Families at the Kempton Steam Museum.”

Matthew Arndt from North Oxford, class of  2026, 

majoring in Mechanical Engineering, completed 
a project titled “Climate and Environmental Oral 
History.”

Marlee Donohoe from Dudley, class of  2026, majoring 
in Mechanical Engineering, completed a project titled 
“Creating a Guidebook for Underserved Populations 
in Cuenca.”

Amanda Warchal from Webster, class of  2026, major-
ing in Biology and Biotechnology, completed a project 
titled “Preparing the Mini Sapin Decorative Tree for 
Product Launch.”

Catherine Sauter from Oxford, class of  2026, major-
ing in Biomedical Engineering, completed a project 
titled “Evaluating Tiaki: An Educational Board Game 
on Pest Control.”

Elijah Gray from Oxford, class of  2026, major-
ing in Computer Science, completed a project titled 
“Evaluating QoE Factors in Cloud Gaming through a 
FPS game.”

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
WPI is a top-tier STEM-focused research university 

and a recognized pioneer and global leader in proj-
ect-based learning. Founded in 1865 on the principle 
that students learn most effectively by applying the 
theory learned in the classroom to the practice of  
solving real-world problems, WPI’s continued mission 
is to transform lives, turn knowledge into action to 
confront global challenges, and revolutionize STEM 
through distinctive and inclusive education, projects, 
and research. WPI’s project-based curriculum engag-
es undergraduates in solving important scientific, 
technological, and societal problems throughout their 
education and at more than 50 project centers around 
the world. Today WPI offers more than 70 Bachelor’s, 
Master’s, and doctoral degree programs across 18 aca-
demic departments in science, engineering, technolo-
gy, business, the social sciences, and the humanities 
and arts. To help address ongoing challenges, improve 
lives, and help create a more sustainable world, WPI 
faculty and students pursue groundbreaking research 
in such areas as the life sciences, smart technologies, 
materials and manufacturing, and global initiatives.

WPI students complete intensive research projects

WORCESTER —  Cornerstone 
Bank, a community bank with 
locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts, has donated $25,000 
to YMCA of  Central Massachusetts 
for the fifth year straight. The 
money will support programs that 
build academic skills and help 
kids develop as future leaders.

“The YMCA is a place where 
children form lasting positive 
relationships with peers and men-
tors,” said Cornerstone CEO Todd 
Tallman. “We’ve seen how power-
ful that can be.”

Thousands of  teenagers 
attend the YMCA of  Central 
Massachusetts’ many programs 
every year, including summer 
camp, after-school activities, 
internships, food assistance, edu-
cation, mental health assistance 

and programs for cancer survivors. 
Cornerstone Bank’s donation will 
help ensure that children continue 
to have access to these life-chang-
ing programs regardless of  their 
financial means.

“The Y gives children the tools 
they need to develop into healthy 
and socially responsible leaders,” 
said Tallman. “We’re proud to 
have a small part in uplifting that 
important mission.”  

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was formed in 

2017, born of  a long history of  sup-
porting the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. Serving 
Worcester County, Massachusetts, 
Cornerstone Bank’s local presence 
and community-based banking 
model enables a unique ability to 

deliver outstanding service, with 
a personal touch. Cornerstone 
provides the highest level of  ser-
vice and expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and community orga-
nizations with branch locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to connect cus-
tomers with opportunities through 
a broad range of  deposit and loan 
products and services. Built on 
Trust is not just a tagline, but also 
one of  our guiding corporate val-
ues. Whether a business or person-
al partnership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that relation-
ships are built on trust. To learn 
about Cornerstone Bank’s person-
al and business banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.                                                                                                  

Investing in tomorrow: Fueling youth 
growth, leadership and resilience
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Mary@WillSellit.com

When 
Experience 

and 
Commitment 

Matter
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
mhicks@c21ne.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 25 years experience!

CENTURY 21!  
A NAME AROUND FOR 
OVER HALF A CENTURY

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!
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RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
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ReMax Professional Associates
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We need properties to sell – any type!

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

OXFORD- 
COMING SOON

*Unbelivable Yard
*Gambrel Style Home

* 1.5 Baths
* Oversized Yard

* Central Air
*Be Quick to see this 

Opportunity

SZYMCZAK SELLS!

*New Construction *2500 Sq. Ft.
 * 3 Baths *Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $650,000

SOLD

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

CHARLTON- UNBELIEVABLE- 
YOUR OWN PRIVATE RESORT

* 1864 sq. ft. Ranch • 2.5 Baths * One Level 
Living * 24x24 Indoor Training Space
*Outdoor Kennels specifically built for 

Working Dogs
* 25x30 Play Yard * Inground Pool with 
Tikki bar * Hot Tub with Eletric Cabana

*Main House has Buderus (5 Zone) Boiler
* Oil Furnace 

* Lower Level Media Room 
with Custom Bar

* Expansive Deck with Grill Area

8 New Spencer Road $825,000

Private Showings by Appointment Only
Contact Diane Luong 774-239-2937
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 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL-
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS 
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites 
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides 
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your 
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular 
Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  NEW PRICE $1,150,000

Webster Lake Waterfront 
88 Union Point

Excellent opportunity!  Natural 
Western Facing Shoreline- 
Beautiful Sunsets - Views of 
Middle to North Pond! 7,000 
+/- Sq. Ft. Waterfront Lot! Win-
terized cottage Fireplaced living 
room ! 12 X 30 one car garage. 
Beautiful Pine trees at the wa-
ter’s edge!  $660,000

Featured Listing!!

That Cozy “I’m so Happy to be Home” Vibe! Move 
In Ready.Updated Kitchen w/stainless appliances. 
Formal Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 3+ 
BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub.Great floo. Classic 
hardwood floors, rounded archways.. wood burning 
fireplace.Quality Owens-Corning finished basement 
system with 3 large LL rooms & 2nd Full Bath w/
Shower, kitchen area w/cabinets & refrigerator. Mor-
ton Barn Style Garage (24x24) w/open lean-to-roof. 
Property well kept & has loads of character. .39 acre 
+/- cleared lot w/179’ Rd Front!  $435,000

Featured New Listing
WEBSTER

4 PERRYVILLE RD  

100+/- feet of Pristine, 
Sandy Shoreline! Boasting 
6 Large rooms, 2 Baths, 3 
Bedrooms, Garage. All on a 
Private road

$1,000,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!    

15 CEDAR POINT RD  

Don’t Miss This One! 
Absolutely Beautiful 

Cape with
3 Bedrooms, & 2 
Baths! 1acre +/-

Nicely Landscaped, 
 Large deck!

$399,900

OXFORD - 30 BAILEY RDFeatured  Listing
Snug Harbor Villa! 

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LISTING! 

ON DEPOSIT

Family in Desirable Dudley!! Featuring Each Unit - 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, large 
eat-in kitchens, bright and sunny living rooms,some hardwood floors & car-
peting, economical & eQicent gas heat, private decks, landlord meter, Bonus 4 
bay garage!! OQ street parking. Appliances included, washer and dryer for each 
unit. Property is being sold with a failed Title 5, price reflects presumed cost for 
new system. Great opportunity for investors/contractors..  $380,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Home! 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/
Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of 4 
Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155 SF+/- 
of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 9’ Ceil-
ings. Open Concept Plan. Wood Flooring Through-
out w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2 Baths. 
Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Closet & Pri-
vate Full Bath w/5’ Tiled Shower, Double-Sink Van-
ity! Lower level walkout w/Slider. Basement-rough 
plumbed for future expansion. FHA Heat & Central 
AC! Garage.          $649,900.

DUDLEY - 9 NEW BOSTON RD

WEBSTER - 24 COOPER RD   

New Featured Listing

Webster Lake Waterfront Lots
Bates Point Rd 

In Beautiful, Calm, Winter Cove
Lot# 1003R   Natural Level Shore line  

3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!
 Lot# 1004R  Natural Level Shore Line

5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000  SORRY SOLD!
Lot# 1005R   Natural Level Shore line  

7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000  SORRY SOLD!

WEBSTER -
 22 COOPER RD.    

New Construction!  2nd of 4 
Homes to be built! Imagine 
Yourself in a New Craftsman 
Style home. 4 BRS., 2-1/2 
Baths! Walkout slider from 
Basement. 2 Car Garage!

$649,900

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Featured New Listing

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



WEBSTER — Each year, from May 6 
through May 12, the healthcare commu-
nity formally observes National Nurses 

Week—an occasion dedicated to hon-
oring nurses for their exemplary ser-
vice and unwavering commitment to all 
dimensions of  the profession, including 
patient care, education, and research.

In celebration of  this year’s observance, 
Nurse Supervisor Kelly J. Arsenault, 
LPN, of  South County Pediatrics, shared 
a special message with Dr. Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN, RD, RN, CRRN, 
Academy Director at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy in Charlton. Arsenault 
wrote, “It would be fun to share that 
all three of  the nurses at South County 
Pediatrics graduated from Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy!”

In response, Dr. Bolandrina 
expressed her pride and appreciation: 
“We are truly proud to learn that all 
three nurses at South County Pediatrics 
are graduates of  our program. I congrat-
ulate Kelly on her supervisory position 
and commend her leadership. Please also 
extend our sincere congratulations to 
Alicia McFadden and Tianna Welcome 
for their professional achievements and 
ongoing commitment to pediatric care. 
As pediatric nurses, they embody a deep 
understanding of  child growth and devel-
opment, pediatric-specific illnesses, and 
the unique challenges associated with 
caring for young patients. We salute their 
service.”

Tianna Welcome, LPN of  Oxford and 
a graduate of  the PN Class of  2021, holds 
certifications in Mental Health First Aid 
and Dementia Care. She has completed 
professional development courses such 
as  COVID-19 Contact Tracing  (Johns 
Hopkins University) and  Vital Signs: 
What the Body is Telling Us (University 
of  Pennsylvania). During her time at Bay 
Path, she was inducted into the National 
Technical Honor Society and received 
several honors, including the Horatio 
Alger Association of  Distinguished 
Americans, Inc. Scholarship, Random 
Act of  Kindness Award, MARILN 
(Massachusetts Rhode Island League of  
Nursing) Scholarship, and the Hannah 
Harwood Fund Scholarship. Tianna was 
also an active member of  the Admissions 
Panel, the Mock Code Team, and the 
UNICEF Club.

Alicia McFadden, LPN of  Webster 
and a graduate of  the PN Class of  2017, 
distinguished herself  as a SkillsUSA 
District Bronze Medalist in Medical 
Math. She was an engaged member of  
the UNICEF Club and served as the 
UNICEF Representative for the UNICEF 
USA Boston Children’s Champion Award 
Dinner.

McManus, Bishop of  
Worcester, on July 1, 2011, 
from the four pre-exist-
ing Catholic parishes 
of  Southbridge. Notre 
Dame Church is one of  
two churches that is used 
for divine worship in 
Southbridge.  In addition 
to Saint Paul Cathedral, 
Notre Dame Church, and 
Saint Joseph Basilica, 
eight other Churches 
around the Diocese of  
Worcester were designat-
ed by Bishop McManus as 
special places of  prayer 
for Holy Year pilgrims.

The Saint Joseph 
School pilgrimage to 
Notre Dame Church 
began early in the morn-
ing, with three school 
buses departing from the 
school at 8:30 a.m., filled 
with excited students 
eager for the day’s spiri-
tual journey. Upon arriv-
al at Notre Dame Church, 
the Saint Joseph School 
pilgrims were warmly 
greeted by second and 
third-grade students 
from Trinity Catholic 
Academy, who held up 
a huge, handmade wel-
come sign and greeted 
everyone with beaming 
smiles, creating a beauti-
ful atmosphere of  fellow-
ship and community.

Notre Dame Church, a 
historic French heritage 
church, offered students 
the chance to experience 
its stunning architectural 
design and breathtaking 
artwork. Mrs. Marilyn 
Berthiaume, a member 
of  the Saint Joseph Paul 
II Jubilee Committee, 
gave an insightful presen-
tation about the Church, 
highlighting its rich his-
tory and French influ-
ence. She pointed out 
the beautiful painting of  
Mary entering Heaven, 
which serves as the focal 
point in the ceiling of  
the Church. This magnif-
icent artwork beautiful-
ly captures the majesty 
of  Mary’s Assumption, 
inviting all who enter the 
Church to reflect on her 
divine role in our faith.

In addition to the paint-
ing of  Mary, students had 
the opportunity to admire 
the beautiful Stations of  
the Cross paintings that 
adorn the Church’s walls. 
These remarkable paint-
ings, which guide the 
faithful in their reflec-
tion on Christ’s passion, 
were created by Gonippo 
Raggi, the interior 
designer of  the Church, 
whose work continues to 
inspire those who visit 
the Church. Students 
were also fascinated by 
the story of  how marble 
tombstones left over from 

the Spanish-American 
War were repurposed and 
used in the construction 
of  the Church’s walls, 
adding a unique and 
historical touch to the 
Church’s architecture.

Mrs. Berthiaume also 
highlighted the portrait 
of  Pope Pius X, who 
famously lowered the age 
for children to receive 
their First Communion 
to seven years old. This 
significant change in the 
Church made the sacra-
ment more accessible to 
young children, marking 
a pivotal moment in the 

Church’s history.
Students were also 

in awe of  the Church’s 
grand organ – the 
Casavant Organ, built in 
1916, and the special light-
ing that illuminated the 
space, usually reserved 
for Christmas and Easter.

Following their visit 
to Notre Dame Church, 
the pilgrimage contin-
ued with a journey to 
Saint Anne Shrine in 
Sturbridge, where the 
students participated 
in Adoration and sang 
songs led by Fr. Gregory. 
The day concluded with 
a peaceful lunch in the 
Shrine’s outdoor pavil-
ion, where the students 
had the opportunity to 
reflect on the experience. 

The students particularly 
enjoyed visiting the Saint 
Anne Shrine Gift Shop, 
where they found a vari-
ety of  special mementos 
that added a touch of  joy 
and fulfillment to their 
spiritual journey.

Despite the grey and 
chilly weather, the pil-
grimage was a beautiful 
day of  fellowship, reflec-
tion, and spiritual growth 
for everyone involved. 
The students’ faith was 
deepened, and they 
gained a broader under-
standing of  the Church’s 
history and significance. 
We are especially grateful 
to Rev. Carlos Ardila and 
the Jubilee Staff  at Notre 
Dame, as well as Rev. Luc 
Martel and the staff  at 

Saint Anne Shrine, for 
their hospitality and 
guidance throughout 
the day. This memora-
ble journey served as a 
reminder of  the impor-
tance of  faith, communi-
ty, and the rich history of  
the Church that connects 
us all.

Saint Joseph School is 
grateful to everyone who 
made this pilgrimage pos-
sible, especially Marilyn 
Berthiaume, Lori 
Morrill, and Maureen 
Gullekson – members 
of  the Saint John Paul 
II Jubilee Committee. We 
look forward to future 
opportunities to strength-
en our faith together. 
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Regret nothing, replace it today

(508) 892-4378
bondtitetank.com

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

MATTRESS SALE!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1499.99

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99
$1299.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

DELUXE 
FRIGIDAIRE 

INDUCTION STOVE
Reg. $1299.99

$999.99

43” Smart..................$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV...................$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV...................$399.99
Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$199.99

$1099.99

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$159.99

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $459.99

$399.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1099.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

WE INSTALL TV’S, MICROWAVES AND DISHWASHERS!

GRILL
SALE

INSTANT FINANCING - HUGE REBATE PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

A/C
SALE!

WE SELL E-BIKES!
($1200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

BIKE SALE!
HYBRID WATER

HEATERS
$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 10am-7pm

WE REPAIR BIKES!

BEAT THE TARIFF PRICING!

PILGRIMAGE
continued from page  A1

Saint Joseph School Kindergarten Instructor Mrs. Alicia Maurer and her students pose in front of one of the beautiful paintings of the Stations of the Cross 
created by Gonippo Raggi.

South County Pediatrics celebrates Bay 
Path Practical Nursing Academy nurses

Courtesy

Pictured, from left, are Welcome, Arsenault, 
and McFadden.


	WEBA060625-01
	WEBA060625-02
	WEBA060625-03
	WEBA060625-04
	WEBA060625-05
	WEBA060625-06
	WEBA060625-07
	WEBA060625-08
	WEBA060625-09
	WEBA060625-10
	WEBA060625-11
	WEBA060625-12
	WEBA060625-13
	WEBA060625-14
	WEBA060625-15
	WEBA060625-16

