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David Dziena, Vice President of Bayard Publishing, stands proudly with Sr. Jeanne Marie Akalski and her Fourth Grade class at Saint Joseph School
following his return from a private audience with Pope Francis. Smiling students gather around Mr. Dziena, who personally delivered their heartfelt
cards and prayers to the Holy Father in Rome. Displayed on the Promethean Smart Board beside the group is a touching image of the moment Mr.
Dziena presented the children’s cards to Pope Francis—capturing a powerful connection between the young missionaries in Webster and the leader

of the Catholic Church.

Dudley selectmen add «
patrolman, approve
revised Hazard
Mitigation Plan

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley Board of Selectmen approved
a pair of requests from the Police Department and Fire
Department which will help foster growth in the police
force and sets in place a new hazard mitigation plan for
the next five years.

At the Board of Selectmen’s June 23 meeting, select-
men voted to declare a vacancy for a new patrolman
and approved the Hazard Mitigation Plan which has
been months in the work by the town’s emergency
personnel. Both votes will allow the individual depart-
ments to proceed with processes that will help keep
Dudley more secure and prepared for any potential
emergency.

The first vote was to allow police Chief Marek
Karlowicz to proceed with hiring a new patrolman
which will increase the force to 17 staff members.
Adding a new patrolman was approved during the
annual town meeting in May. Chief Karlowicz said
he was excited to officially bring the position to the
department.

“For over 20 years, our department has been at 16
while our town grew 25 percent — this is going to cut
back on some overtime hopefully,” said the Chief.

The Chief also gave an update on an existing patrol-
man vacancy which had proven to be difficult to fill
due to a lack of qualified candidates. However, the
most recent job post resulted in a much better turnout.

“I was very surprised to get ten applicants this time,
including two that are possible transfers. I was very
happy with the outcome in such a short span of time,”
the Chief said.

The police department will now proceed with its hir-
ing process for both positions with the hopes of having
them filled within the next few months.

Meanwhile the fire department also received some
good news from the Board of Selectmen with the
approval of the newly revised Hazard Mitigation Plan,
a vital resource that provides a blueprint for keep-
ing Dudley prepared for any potential disasters that
might strike the region. The plan was the focus of
several public hearings dating back to late 2024. It has
been reviewed and approved by the Massachusetts
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA). Chief Dean
Kochanowski revealed to selectmen that the document
had also been approved by federal authorities as well.

“FEMA finally approved our plan,” said
Kochanowski. “It’ll be good for another five years.
There are a few grants out there that are pending that
need this to be approved.”

The Board of Selectmen’s approval was the final
step in the plan’s revision process. The document will
allow Dudley to qualify for a variety of pre-disaster
mitigation grants while setting the standard for future
improvements to better prepare Dudley for disasters
before they happen.

WEBSTER
Sometimes, the
smallest hearts carry
the greatest love
— and sometimes,
their prayers and
kindness travel all the
way to Rome.

This year, Sr. Jeanne
Marie Akalski’s
fourth-grade class at
Saint Joseph School
in Webster experi-
enced a truly remark-
able and touching con-
nection to our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
What began as a sim-
ple classroom proj-
ect blossomed into a
deep spiritual bond
between the students

and the Pope himself.

Last Autumn, the
students eagerly began
writing notes and
brainstorming heart-
felt letters they hoped
to send to Pope Francis
one day. Although the
letters were not final-
ized at that time, God
had his perfect plan
in mind. In February,
an unexpected bless-
ing arrived. Principal
Beth Boudreau received
a phone call from the
Superintendent of
Diocesan Schools, Dr.
David Perda, with a very
special request: Bishop
Robert McManus had
recommended Sister

Jeanne’s fourth-grade
class to compose indi-
vidual letters to the
Holy Father — a request
close to Pope Francis’s
heart, as he had a deep
affection for children’s
words and prayers.

The students joyful-
ly created individual
cards filled with their
love, prayers, and hopes.
These cards were
hand-delivered to Pope
Francis in Rome by
Mr. David Dziena, Vice
President of Bayard
Publishing, Inc., during
a private audience with
the Holy Father. Mr.
Dziena, who was in
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Webster-Dudley-Oxford
Chamber awards scholarships

Courtesy

Scholarship committee members and award recipients, from left, Brenda Sullivan,
Savannah Steiner, Adam Phillips, Aidan VanArsdalen, Carl Kaliszewski, Lisa Prince,

Anthony Avoglia, and Lily Durda.

WEBSTER — The Webster-Dudley-
Oxford Chamber of Commerce
awarded scholarships to five local
high school students who are headed
to college in the fall. The awards cer-
emony was held in June at The Mill
at French River.

The scholarship recipients were
Bartlett High School graduate
Adam Phillips, who is planning a
career as a physician’s assistant,
Shepherd Hill graduate Lily Durda,
pursuing a career in dentistry,
Oxford High School graduate Aidan
VanArsdalen, planning a career in
nursing, Bay Path Regional gradu-
ate Savannah Steiner, also pursu-
ing a career in nursing, and Philip
L. Hopkins Memorial Scholarship
awardee Anthony Avoglia, whose

goal is to be a teacher.

The WDO Chamber of Commerce
scholarships are funded by pro-
ceeds from an annual golf tourna-
ment sponsored and supported by
Chamber members.

This year’s Scholarship
Committee included WDO Chamber
Director John Milas, Webster Five
Market Manager Brenda Sullivan,
Tri-Valley Inc. CEO Lisa Prince, who
presented the scholarships, and 511
Financial Managing Partner Carl
Kaliszewski.

The scholarship event for
awardees and their families at The
Mill featured an ice cream social,
provided by The Broadway restau-
rant in Worcester.

Dudley

begins work
o 1ew

playground

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — Work has
commenced on the new
Richard Carmignani Sr.
Playground which will
replace the closed and
worn-down Fun Zone at
the Dudley Municipal
Complex. Over the first half
of 2025 Dudley’s Recreation
Commission has worked to
finalize the details of the
project and now residents
will start to see the project
finally take shape.

The project was approved
last year but not before
voters demanded a splash
pad element be removed.
The playground will find
its home directly beside
the rear parking area of
the Municipal Complex,
uphill from the current
Fun Zone in an area cur-
rently utilized for vehicle
storage. The design was
handled by Radner Design
Associates and includes a
selection of playground sta-
ples like slides, swings, a
see saw and more with a
walkway through the mid-
dle and a path through a
wooded area behind the
grounds. Voters approved a
price tag of $704,410 with
reimbursement through
a Parkland Acquisitions
and Renovations for
Communities (PARC) grant.

In February the
Recreation Commission
contemplated several
options for the purchase
of playground equipment:
Gametime, Kompan, and
Landscape  Structures.
While Gametime was the
primary choice of the
commission, Landscape
Structures had provid-
ed an alternative cheaper
option to their initial bid
in their proposal. The com-
mission held off on making
a decision until March to
allow the other bidders a
chance to match the offers.
In March they solidified
their decision to partner
with Gametime at roughly
$163,000 for the equipment.
In May the commission
made their final decisions
on the precise equipment
they would purchase.

The next step was pick-
ing a contractor to actually
work on the site. The bid-
ding process began in April
and by June the town had
announced a winning bid.
According to town records,
Landscaping by J. Michael
was awarded the bid for
$426,800. The company will
clear and create the space
for the playground and
install the new equipment
and furniture as it arrives.

That brings us to the
Recreation Commission’s
most recent meeting in June
where they determined
how the project will be cel-
ebrated. The commission
decided to forgo a formal
groundbreaking, but mem-
ber Jennifer Cournoyer rec-
ommended the town host
a ribbon cutting when the
time is right to allow local
Kkids to be the first to enjoy
the space.

“I think a ribbon cutting
is good with the kids and
everything, making that a
big event,” she said.

Work on the playground
officially began on July 1.
Aspartof the grant require-
ments the project must be
completed before the end of
June 2026. The Recreation
Commission feels the play-
ground will be complete
and opened long before that
deadline.
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David Dziena, Vice President of Bayard Publishing, stands proudly with Sr. Jeanne Marie Akalski and her Fourth Grade class at Saint Joseph School
following his return from a private audience with Pope Francis. Smiling students gather around Mr. Dziena, who personally delivered their heartfelt
cards and prayers to the Holy Father in Rome. Displayed on the Promethean Smart Board beside the group is a touching image of the moment Mr.
Dziena presented the children’s cards to Pope Francis—capturing a powerful connection between the young missionaries in Webster and the leader

of the Catholic Church.

Dudley selectmen add «
patrolman, approve
revised Hazard
Mitigation Plan

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — The Dudley Board of Selectmen approved
a pair of requests from the Police Department and Fire
Department which will help foster growth in the police
force and sets in place a new hazard mitigation plan for
the next five years.

At the Board of Selectmen’s June 23 meeting, select-
men voted to declare a vacancy for a new patrolman
and approved the Hazard Mitigation Plan which has
been months in the work by the town’s emergency
personnel. Both votes will allow the individual depart-
ments to proceed with processes that will help keep
Dudley more secure and prepared for any potential
emergency.

The first vote was to allow police Chief Marek
Karlowicz to proceed with hiring a new patrolman
which will increase the force to 17 staff members.
Adding a new patrolman was approved during the
annual town meeting in May. Chief Karlowicz said
he was excited to officially bring the position to the
department.

“For over 20 years, our department has been at 16
while our town grew 25 percent — this is going to cut
back on some overtime hopefully,” said the Chief.

The Chief also gave an update on an existing patrol-
man vacancy which had proven to be difficult to fill
due to a lack of qualified candidates. However, the
most recent job post resulted in a much better turnout.

“I was very surprised to get ten applicants this time,
including two that are possible transfers. I was very
happy with the outcome in such a short span of time,”
the Chief said.

The police department will now proceed with its hir-
ing process for both positions with the hopes of having
them filled within the next few months.

Meanwhile the fire department also received some
good news from the Board of Selectmen with the
approval of the newly revised Hazard Mitigation Plan,
a vital resource that provides a blueprint for keep-
ing Dudley prepared for any potential disasters that
might strike the region. The plan was the focus of
several public hearings dating back to late 2024. It has
been reviewed and approved by the Massachusetts
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA). Chief Dean
Kochanowski revealed to selectmen that the document
had also been approved by federal authorities as well.

“FEMA finally approved our plan,” said
Kochanowski. “It’ll be good for another five years.
There are a few grants out there that are pending that
need this to be approved.”

The Board of Selectmen’s approval was the final
step in the plan’s revision process. The document will
allow Dudley to qualify for a variety of pre-disaster
mitigation grants while setting the standard for future
improvements to better prepare Dudley for disasters
before they happen.
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This year, Sr. Jeanne
Marie Akalski’s
fourth-grade class at
Saint Joseph School
in Webster experi-
enced a truly remark-
able and touching con-
nection to our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
What began as a sim-
ple classroom proj-
ect blossomed into a
deep spiritual bond
between the students

and the Pope himself.

Last Autumn, the
students eagerly began
writing notes and
brainstorming heart-
felt letters they hoped
to send to Pope Francis
one day. Although the
letters were not final-
ized at that time, God
had his perfect plan
in mind. In February,
an unexpected bless-
ing arrived. Principal
Beth Boudreau received
a phone call from the
Superintendent of
Diocesan Schools, Dr.
David Perda, with a very
special request: Bishop
Robert McManus had
recommended Sister

Jeanne’s fourth-grade
class to compose indi-
vidual letters to the
Holy Father — a request
close to Pope Francis’s
heart, as he had a deep
affection for children’s
words and prayers.

The students joyful-
ly created individual
cards filled with their
love, prayers, and hopes.
These cards were
hand-delivered to Pope
Francis in Rome by
Mr. David Dziena, Vice
President of Bayard
Publishing, Inc., during
a private audience with
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Scholarship committee members and award recipients, from left, Brenda Sullivan,
Savannah Steiner, Adam Phillips, Aidan VanArsdalen, Carl Kaliszewski, Lisa Prince,

Anthony Avoglia, and Lily Durda.

WEBSTER — The Webster-Dudley-
Oxford Chamber of Commerce
awarded scholarships to five local
high school students who are headed
to college in the fall. The awards cer-
emony was held in June at The Mill
at French River.

The scholarship recipients were
Bartlett High School graduate
Adam Phillips, who is planning a
career as a physician’s assistant,
Shepherd Hill graduate Lily Durda,
pursuing a career in dentistry,
Oxford High School graduate Aidan
VanArsdalen, planning a career in
nursing, Bay Path Regional gradu-
ate Savannah Steiner, also pursu-
ing a career in nursing, and Philip
L. Hopkins Memorial Scholarship
awardee Anthony Avoglia, whose

goal is to be a teacher.

The WDO Chamber of Commerce
scholarships are funded by pro-
ceeds from an annual golf tourna-
ment sponsored and supported by
Chamber members.

This year’s Scholarship
Committee included WDO Chamber
Director John Milas, Webster Five
Market Manager Brenda Sullivan,
Tri-Valley Inc. CEO Lisa Prince, who
presented the scholarships, and 511
Financial Managing Partner Carl
Kaliszewski.

The scholarship event for
awardees and their families at The
Mill featured an ice cream social,
provided by The Broadway restau-
rant in Worcester.
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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY — Work has
commenced on the new
Richard Carmignani Sr.
Playground which will
replace the closed and
worn-down Fun Zone at
the Dudley Municipal
Complex. Over the first half
of 2025 Dudley’s Recreation
Commission has worked to
finalize the details of the
project and now residents
will start to see the project
finally take shape.

The project was approved
last year but not before
voters demanded a splash
pad element be removed.
The playground will find
its home directly beside
the rear parking area of
the Municipal Complex,
uphill from the current
Fun Zone in an area cur-
rently utilized for vehicle
storage. The design was
handled by Radner Design
Associates and includes a
selection of playground sta-
ples like slides, swings, a
see saw and more with a
walkway through the mid-
dle and a path through a
wooded area behind the
grounds. Voters approved a
price tag of $704,410 with
reimbursement through
a Parkland Acquisitions
and Renovations for
Communities (PARC) grant.

In February the
Recreation Commission
contemplated several
options for the purchase
of playground equipment:
Gametime, Kompan, and
Landscape Structures.
While Gametime was the
primary choice of the
commission, Landscape
Structures had provid-
ed an alternative cheaper
option to their initial bid
in their proposal. The com-
mission held off on making
a decision until March to
allow the other bidders a
chance to match the offers.
In March they solidified
their decision to partner
with Gametime at roughly
$163,000 for the equipment.
In May the commission
made their final decisions
on the precise equipment
they would purchase.

The next step was pick-
ing a contractor to actually
work on the site. The bid-
ding process began in April
and by June the town had
announced a winning bid.
According to town records,
Landscaping by J. Michael
was awarded the bid for
$426,800. The company will
clear and create the space
for the playground and
install the new equipment
and furniture as it arrives.

That brings us to the
Recreation Commission’s
most recent meeting in June
where they determined
how the project will be cel-
ebrated. The commission
decided to forgo a formal
groundbreaking, but mem-
ber Jennifer Cournoyer rec-
ommended the town host
a ribbon cutting when the
time is right to allow local
kids to be the first to enjoy
the space.

“I think a ribbon cutting
is good with the kids and
everything, making that a
big event,” she said.

Work on the playground
officially began on July 1.
As part of the grant require-
ments the project must be
completed before the end of
June 2026. The Recreation
Commission feels the play-
ground will be complete
and opened long before that
deadline.
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Officials denounce conservation cuts

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION —The Healey-
Driscoll Administration
joins officials statewide
in condemning the
Trump Administration’s
cancellation of more
than $45 million in fund-
ing to accelerate con-
servation efforts across

Massachusetts.

The cuts include a
$20.8 million award from
the U.S. Department
of Agriculture to
Massachusetts that
would have provided
long-term protections for
farmlands, forests, and
wetlands.

State officials said the

funding was slated to
assist farmers and forest
landowners, particularly
in small, rural commu-
nities. Funds would have
been used for projects
carried out by a coalition
of state agencies, land
trusts, and municipali-
ties.
Additionally,the Trump
Administration

Edward Jones

options.

5 Albert St

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

has canceled a
$25 million grant
to Mass Audubon
that was set to
protect more than
10,000 acres of
forests and wet-
lands along the
Connecticut River.

and support our agricul-
tural economy. President
Trump is making us less
healthy and weakening
our economy. He should
reverse these cuts imme-
diately.”

The cuts will have sev-
eral negative financial
impacts on rural commu-
nities, officials warn.

“These grants are
essential for preserving
farmland, protecting wet-
lands to reduce flooding
risks, and maintaining
forests that attract tour-
ism and outdoor activi-
ties,” said Lt. Gov. Kim
Driscoll. “Cutting these
funds puts extra pressure

clean air, flood protection,
and the ability to slow
climate change,” said
Massachusetts Executive
Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs
Secretary Rebecca
Tepper. “These places
absorb carbon, shield
our homes from extreme
weather, and keep nature
in balance. Without them,
we all feel the impact.”

Members of agricul-
tural communities are
also concerned by the
cuts.

“Canceling this fund-
ing strips farmers of
critical tools to keep
their land in agriculture

and keep it productive,”
said Massachusetts
Department of
Agricultural Resources
Commissioner Ashley
Randle. “Without this
support, farmers lose
options — and some may
be pushed to sell, putting
local farming at risk.”
Added David O’Neill,
President and CEO of
Mass Audubon, “When
we terminate grants that
conserve our forests,
keep working lands work-
ing, act as a flood pro-
tection buffer for commu-
nities, and leverage mil-
lions from other funding
sources, we all lose.”

Leaving your job?
Let's talk about your

| Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-5385

Dennis Antonopoulos
Financial Advisor

CLUES ACROSS

1. 50 percent

5. Records electric currents

8. Charlize Theron flick *

12. More frosty

14. Disfigure

15. Sky color

16. A thoroughfare in a town
city

18. Actress de Armas

20. California peak

21. Lodging option

22. Small amount of a thing

23. Expresses sorrow

26. Keeps an ear warm

30. Babies (Spanish)

31. A conceited and
self-centered person

32. No seats available

CLUES DOWN

1. Snakes do it
2. Hormone
3. The standard monetary

33.
34.
Flux™ 39,
42,
44,
46.
or 47.

49.
50.

19. Spend time in a relaxed way ~ 51.

56.
57.
58.
59,
60,
61.
62.
63.
64.

28.
29.

35.

unit of Turkey 36.
4. Fixed charges 37.
5. Electronic communication 38.
6. Artilleries 40.
7. “Strangers on a Train” actor 41.

Farley 42,
8. Burning 43.
9. Makes ecstatically happy 44,
10. Greek liqueurs 45.
11. Tropical Old World tree 47.

13. Someone who takes vengeance 48,

17. Style of cuisine 49,
24, Select 52
25. Immunized against disease 53
26. Old world, new 54.
27. Honorable title (Turkish) 55.

Pouches

Hip joints

A place to bathe

Evading

Minute, one-celled unit
Losing one’s hair

A country in W Africa

One point north of northeast
Pointed end of a pen
Extreme

Norse personification of old age
Doctors” group

Member of U.S. Navy

Mens' fashion accessories

A way to allow

Gloomy

Grads wear one

Between south and southeast
Jaguarundi cat

Court case: __ v. Wade

Supervises interstate commerce
Not divisible by two

Twelve

Commentator Coulter
Encourage

Plumbing fixtures

Early

One point north of due east

King of Thebes
Short-tailed martens
Impose a penalty on
Consort of Poseidon
A way to lessen
Brooklyn hoops team

. Female of a horse

. Do as one is told
A way to prepare meat
Unit of measurement
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REAL ESTATE

$550,000, 208-B Pakachoag St,
Michele, to Clark,
Andrew S, and Clark, Danielle.

“President on local budgets, threat- through vol-
Trumpisyetagain ens rural jobs, and leaves untary con-
taking action our communities more servation
that will hurt vulnerable to disasters.” easements.
Massachusetts’ With Bay Staters hav- T h e s e
rural commu- ing faced emergencies agreements AUB[RN
nities, farmers, resulting from floods, help make .
and economy,” droughts, and wildfires farmland | Fairbanks,
said Gov. Maura in recent years, state and more afford-
Healey. “This local officials are calling able for the

for increases in munici-
pal preparedness initia-
tives and other protec-
tions, not cuts.

“When we stop protect-
ing natural lands, we lose

is funding that
would have been
used to ensure
clean water, pro-
vide access to
fresh local food,

Volunteer to help clean
up Webster Lake

WEBSTER — Volunteer to clean Webster Lake on July
12 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.! Volunteers needed to help clean up
Memorial Beach and the shores and coves of the lake. If you
have a boat or kayak, get a friend and clean up the shoreline
near you.

If you are a Boy Scout/cub scout/girl scout or other youth
group leader or just interested in helping and are looking for
a 2-hour project, this is perfect. Meet at Memorial Beach on
Saturday, July 12, tell the guard that you are here for the clean-
up and you have registered. Bring your own gloves, trash
bags, etc. Email 1sopp00@gmail.com to register.

All welcome. See you on Saturday!

next gener-
ation while
allowing
farmers
to stay on
the land

BAYFPATH
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| Small Shelter Big Heart

Junie B Jones

Meet Junie B. Jones — A Quiet Soul Ready to Bloom
After spending 322 days as part of a large cruelty case, Junie B. Jones is finally
free — now she'’s searching for a very special home to call her own.
Junie is a shy, sensitive girl who has endured more than any dog should. She’s
still learning how to trust the world around her, she'll need a patient, under-
standing adopter who can help her feel safe af her own pace. Though slow to
open up, Junie is incredibly endearing — she'll gently offer you kisses, loves the
company of people she knows and trusts, and will proudly parade around with
her favorite toys, which she adores even more than treats!
Helping Junie blossom will take time, but it will also be incredibly rewarding.
Learn more, or apply af BaypathHumane.org.

500 Legacy Farms North « Hopkinton, MA 01748

‘tk A\ MILFORD

FEDERAL
Est 1887 Dur Communily. Your Bank.
Milford Federal Bank is proud to
sponsor Baypath Humane Society's
Pet of the Week! ¢0@
.l

Bring your furry friend along on your next trip
to MFB for a treat from our drive-up tellers,
or stop in any branch and bring home a treat
from our complimentary doggy treat bar.

~ 1271 Providence Rd, Whitinsville, MA

508.234.8256 = 800.357.2265
MilfordFederal.com

Milford | Whitinsville | Woonsocket
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$390,000, 1403 Forest Park Dr #1403,
Golden Hbr Hmtead T, and Silvia,
Dennis J, to Milberg, Victor.

$385,000, 305 Bryn Mawr Ave, Mars,
Andrew P, and Gelineau, Rebecca A,
to Dion, Deven.

$333,000, 41 Hill St, Dakash LLC, to
Eckbold, Talia.

DUDLEY

$450,000,29CharltonRd,Dabrowski,
Elaine, Wolenski, Kenneth, Barbour,
Patricia, and Wolenski, Kenneth, W
to Dezotti, Brenner A, and Dezotti,
Carolina M.

$660,000, 10 Johnathan Pass, Rossi,
Geilton, and Rossi, Rogeria, to
Daaku, Obea.

$525,000, 330 Mason Rd Ext,
Georges, Afaf, and Chahine, Jean, to
Ober, Casey, and Ober, Patricia.

$125,000, 4 Wysocki Dr #18, Demon
Deacon Realty LLC, to Thibodeau,
Thomas.

OXFORD

$799,900, 36 Sullivan Blvd, Stone,
Nathaniel, and Stone, Carrie A, to
Carpenter, Matthew, and Carpenter,
Margaret.

$760,000, 7-R Oxbow Rd, Mejia-
Bernal, Maria A, to Georges, Afaf.

$699,900, 31 Joe Jenny Rd,
Neverbuilt LLC, to Chavez, Norma E.

$655,000, 4 Arrowhead Dr,
Hutchinson, Nason A, and
Hutchinson, Michele A, to Cox,
Ogochukwu M, and Cox, Philip A.

$440,000, 7 Ashton St, Acevedo,
Marilyn, and Rodriguez, Hector, to
Taylor, Chavani.

$219,500, 32 Thayer Pond Dr #12,
Nader Realty Series LLC, to Stolberg,
Paul.

WEBSTER

$1,100,000, 53 Colonial Rd, Barbara
G Gomes T-2022, and Gomes, Barbara
R, to Leo 3rd, Harry A.

$925,000, 25 Lincoln St, Daggett,
Tracy L, to Rutters Brook LLC.

$625,000, 88 Union Point Rd, 88
Union Point LLC, to Fotos, Olga.

$382,500, 6 Batten St, Lemieux 3rd,
Michael F, and Lemieux, Tessa, to
Faircloth, Stacey L.

$339,900, 23 Brodeur Ave,
Benkowski John Est, and Kelly,
Richard P, to Pavone, Daniel E, and
Pavone, Peggy A.

$228,000, 11 Highcrest Park #11,
Legasey, Tracy L, to Lopez, Gilbert.

ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DupLEY Town HALL (508) 949-8000
Monday: 8:00 AM-6:30 PM (second floor offices),
Tuesday-Thursday: 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, Friday: 8:00
AM-12:00 PM.

DuDLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week
DupLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday ...........c....eeeevee 6 a.m.to6 pm.

OxrorD TowN HALL (508) 987-6027
Board of Selectmen and Town Clerk Hours{

Monday, Tues., Thurs......... 9a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday...... ...9am. to 7:00 p.m.
Friday ....ooooooceeevveereererernnnn. 9a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

OxroRD PoLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911
OxroRD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TowN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ...........oeevvveeerrrrnnerenne 8am.to7pm.
Tuesday-Thursday .. 8am.todpm.
Friday ......ooeevvveevvevenrennn. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)
Monday-Friday ...........cco....... 8am.to4pm.
Saturday..........coeevveeerrrvennnnne 8am.to12pm.
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Building community with “courageous conversations”

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — In a
time where social media
and other “communica-
tion” outlets seem geared
to promoted conflict rath-
er than communication,
Michelle Chalmers is still
focused on building com-
mon ground.

For years, the Charlton
resident has been a racial
justice educator, largely
because her own family
is biracial — her husband
and two sons are black.
While she went into mar-
riage thinking our soci-
ety was equal, she said
she’s come to see it’s not,
and the people who have
the most influence on her
children are white teach-
ers and police officers.

“We all need to under-
stand the system in
which we live,” Chalmers
told a recent meeting of
the new Central Mass

Common Ground, a
group aiming to bridge
political and social differ-
ences in the area.

It meets at Charlton
Library, and has mem-
bers from Charlton,
Sturbridge, Southbridge
and Woodstock, among
other towns.

For her, that explora-
tion led to seeing a need
for ways to build com-
mon ground among peo-
ple who might not see it
at first. That’s not some-
thing widely taught in
schools or other public
settings; she said we're
“not taught how to active-
ly listen,” but that’s “a
skill we can learn in all
of our relationships.”

“Sometimes, these cou-
rageous conversations
can be triggering and dif-
ficult,” she added.

Chalmers has been
doing it for years, mostly
using a system she calls
“transformational con-

versations.” The basic
goal is to help people
find common interests
that will enable them to
maintain (or create) rela-
tionships with the people
they might disagree with.

It’s mostly based on
the ideas of Dr. David
Campt, whose website
dubs him “The Dialogue
Guy.” The site describes
its goal as helping peo-
ple who “know that they
have the internal wisdom
to better address complex
problems but also know
they are not operating at
their highest potential”
to unlock “the power of
dialogue for improving
inclusive decision mak-
ing.”

“Dialogue in a small
group of people is a crit-
ical process for exploring
the power of group intel-
ligence, and we are cer-
tainly passionate advo-
cates of this approach to
engaging groups,” a dif-

ferent page states. “But
we also believe that an
organization’s or com-
munity’s problems some-
times require the engage-
ment of more diverse
voices than can be in one
small group.”

Chalmers said Campt
uses the acronym RACE
as his method’s core con-
cept to promote “engag-
ing with empathy.”

The R is for “reflect and
relax” — taking a moment
to assess how you feel
when someone says
something you dislike.
She noted people often
get defensive, but don’t
know why, and it helps a
lot to “get more comfort-
able being uncomfortable
in such situations.”

Chalmers encourag-
es using a basic deep
breathing exercise “when
we want to freak out”
inhaling for a count of
five, holding it for two,
then exhaling for seven —

afew times in succession.
While doing so, consider
whether you should real-
ly respond now, later, or
ever.

If you do so, Campt’s
A is for “Ask for under-
standing.” The speaker
might be using terms in a
way that’s different from
how you’d use them, or
you might have missed
a key point. Ask them
how they came to see its
meaning that way — did
they experience some-
thing that taught it to
them, or did they hear it
from others?

That leads into the C,
which means “Connect”
— sharing lived experi-
ences that might be sim-
ilar or how they’re differ-
ent, leading to common
ground. (As Chalmers’
handout describes it, this
step is to “find the choco-
late in the trail mix.”)

Finally, the E means
“Expand” on those expe-

riences, to promote wider
understanding.

Chalmers asked par-
ticipants to think about
what they can agree on
that will enable a shared
next step. The key is to
try to understand the
other person’s story
before expressing your
own, and she noted “try
not to use the word ‘but,’
and replace it with ‘and.””
But “negates all you just
said,” while and contin-
ues the thought and adds
to it, she noted.

After her summary
of the concept, a couple
people came forward to
roleplay scenarios of dis-
agreements from their
personal experience. The
group decided they’ll
have brief roleplay ses-
sions in future meetings.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.

Nichols College board elects new chair, vice chair, trustees

DUDLEY — At its May
2 meeting, the Nichols
College Board of Trustees
elected David G. Bedard as
the new Chair and Jaime
Paris Boisvert as the new
Vice Chair of the 27-mem-
ber board. During the
academic year, the board
also elected Edmond J.
(E.J.) Landry and Taylor
Cornell as new trustees.

Bedard is a 1986 grad-
uate of Nichols and has
been a member of its
board since 2011, serv-
ing on the Executive and
Finance committees and
as chair of the Audit
Committee. He succeeds
Randy Becker, a member
of the board since 2006,
and chair for the past
three years. Bedard is a
retired financial services
executive with 35 years
of experience, most
recently as senior vice

Cornerstone Bank promotes Elizabeth
Dunn to vice president of benetits

president and head of
New York Life’s Finance
Services Organization,
the company’s global
shared services group in
New York City. A native
of Shrewsbury, he cur-
rently resides in Estero,
Fla.

Paris Boisvert, a 1998
graduate of Nichols,
was elected to the board
in 2021 and has served
on the Executive and
Finance committees and
as chair of the Academic
& Faculty Affairs
Committee. She succeeds
Carolyn Burke, a trust-
ee since 2015 and vice
chair for the past three
years. Paris Boisvert
is the executive direc-
tor for global develop-
ment in the Sustainable
Infrastructure division of
Johnson Controls, which
is known for delivering

outcome-based infra-
structure solutions. She
resides in Woodstock,
Conn.

New trustees Landry
and Cornell began their
terms in the 2024-2025 aca-
demic year.

Landry is a 1986 grad-
uate of Nichols and
a retired partner at
Deloitte. He is a seasoned
financial expert, and risk
and controls expert, with
significant experience
auditing and consulting
with companies in the
life sciences (med device),
technology and man-
ufacturing industries.
Prior to his role on the
trustees, Landry served
a three-year term as
co-chair of the college’s
Board of Advisors. He
resides in Franklin, New
Hampshire.

Cornell graduated

from Nichols in 2024
with a degree in general
business and minors in
psychology and criminal
justice. As a student, she
founded the Bison Pantry
to help address food inse-
curity on campus, played
a key role in establish-
ing the Equestrian Club,
was an inaugural mem-
ber of the women’s golf
team, and served as vice
president of student
advocacy on the Student
Government Association.
Currently, she is a finan-
cial aid officer at Keiser
University in Sarasota,
Fla.,, and vice president
of the Haiti Plunge pro-
gram board of Berkshire
County. She resides
in North Port, Fla.

About Nichols
Nichols College has
earned business accred-

itation from the pres-
tigious Association to
Advance Collegiate
Schools of Business
(AACSB International),
the longest serving glob-
al accrediting body for
business schools and the
largest business educa-
tion network connecting
learners, educators, and
businesses
worldwide.
Founded
in 1815,
Nichols
College
transforms
today’s
students
into tomor-
row’
leaders

Town-to-Town

(72}

CLAMIFIEDS
TLINTAR

and professional educa-
tion. Nichols offers real-
world learning focused on
professional depth - com-
bined with vibrant living,
competitive athletics, and
an unmatched alumni
advantage equipping
students to exceed their
own expectations. www.
nichols.edu

Home Town Senvice,
BIG TIME RESULTS

Place your ad today!

0w

Z0

through a
dynamic,
career-fo-
cused
business

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.

Call David
(508) 688-0847.

WORCESTER
— Cornerstone Bank, a
community bank with loca-
tions throughout Central
Massachusetts, is pleased to
announce the promotion of
Elizabeth Dunn to vice pres-

ident of benefits. She previ-
ously served as assistant vice
president, HR business part-
ner. In her new role, she will
lead the development, imple-
mentation and management
of Cornerstone’s employee
benefits programs, ensuring
compliance, cost-effective-
ness and employee satisfac-
tion, while also advising on
strategic planning and ven-
dor relationships.

“Lyz has more than a
decade of wvaluable expe-
rience in her field, and is
intimately familiar with our
culture,” said Cornerstone
CEO Todd Tallman. “She
has demonstrated expertise
in administering and over-
seeing comprehensive ben-
efits programs, ensuring
compliance with federal and
state regulations while mon-

itoring the effectiveness of
our health and welfare offer-
ings.”

Dunn is a Nichols College
graduate and a member
of the Society for Human
Resource Management. She
also volunteers with Habitat
for Humanity and the
Community Harvest Project.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank was
formed in 2017, born of a
long history of supporting
the community, and provid-
ing a strong foundation to
help people and businesses
thrive. Serving Worcester
County, Massachusetts,
Cornerstone Bank’s local
presence and communi-
ty-based banking model
enables a unique ability
to deliver outstanding ser-
vice, with a personal touch.

Local students named to Dean’s List

at Saint Michael’s College

Cornerstone, which is a sub-
sidiary of PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating inde-
pendently under its own
name and brand, provides
the highest level of service
and expertise for individ-
uals, businesses, and com-
munity organizations with
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts.
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad
range of deposit and loan
products and services. Built
on Trust is not just a tagline,
but also one of our guiding
corporate values. Whether
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust.
To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings,
please visit cornerstone-
bank.com or call 800-939-9103.

'LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

FOR SALE
*Eclipse Exerciser
Brand New
*Piano Keyboard
Brand New

Asking $300

For Both

Call 508-266-0178

Leave Message

COLCHESTER, Vt. —
The following local res-
idents were named to
the Dean’s List at Saint
Michael’s College for the
Spring 2025 semester.
Students who complete at
least 12 credits of classes
and achieve a grade point
average of at least 3.5 in
a particular semester are
cited on the Dean’s List
for that semester.

selective, Catholic college
just outside Burlington,
Vermont, one of the
country’s best college
towns. Located between
the Green Mountains
and Lake Champlain,
our closely connected
community guarantees
housing all four years
and delivers an interna-
tionally respected liberal

arts education, prepar-
ing students for fulfilling
careers and meaning-
ful lives. Young adults
here grow intellectual-
ly, socially, and morally,
learning to lead with
empathy and profession-
alism, and to be respon-
sible for themselves, each
other, and their world.

Austin C. Brush

LOWEST PRIGES » FULL SERVIGE

of Dudley
Nicholas D.
Lindberg of
Dudley

Bernadette E.
Lesieur of Oxford

About Saint
Michael’s College

Saint Michael’s
College, founded in
1904 on principles
of social justice
and leading lives
of purpose and
consequence, is a

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

Shrewsbury’s Own...
& Of

www.alsoil.com

We accept
most major
credit cards

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE « 508-753-7221

|
"'ni._\

Axle Shafts

5@&@64 94@@
RANSMISS\O

Forelgn & Domestlc
4WD & AWD
Front & Rear Wheel Drive

QOil Changes
Front End Work  Tune-Ups

405 E. Main St. (Rt.131)
Southbridge, MA

NS Proudly Serving Our
Community for 23 years!

Tr_ansmnssnon and

Differentials ~ Brakes
Transfer Cases ~ Suspension
U-Joints Exhaust
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40 Schofield Ave., Dudley

508-949-8021

The Library will be closed Friday, July
4th.

There is so much happening at the
Library this month! In addition to
Summer Reading- Level up Your Library
Game, we will be celebrating SHARK
WEEK from Monday, July 7 — Friday,
July 11. There will be crafts, trivia and
shark related photo ops too! Don’t forget
our 15 Year Anniversary celebration is
Thursday, July 10th 4:00-7:00.

To register for events, or sign up for
the newsletter go to www.crawfordli-
brary.org or call 508-949-8021.

Gentle Yoga

Mondays in July

10:00-11:00 AM

Join yoga instructor Patricia, for a
traditional “on the mat” yoga class with
chair yoga modifications. This truly is a
one size fits all class.

Bring your own mat. Wear layers, do
not eat heavily 1.5-2 hours before class.
Registration is Required.

Mahjong at the Pearle

Every Wednesday in July

10:00-12:30 Fels Community Room

The game consists of players compet-
ing to form distinct sets or pairs of tiles,
similar to gin rummy:

Everyone welcome, registration not
required.

Quilting Group

Every Wednesday @ 1:30

All quilters and would-be quilters are
invited to join our new group. Bring
your projects!

Knit & Crochet Group

Every Thursday 5:30-7:45 and Friday
10:00-12:00

All stitchers are welcome for this
informal group.

Bring your project, enjoy the company

Crafternoons at the Library

Paint Stick Beach Flag

Tuesday, July 1

1:00-2:00

You’ll leave with a one-of-a-kind cre-
ation to enjoy!

Registration is Required.

Picking Parlor Jam a “mostly”
Bluegrass Focused Jam Session

1st Saturday of every month

Saturday, July 5

10:00-12:00 in the Fels Community
Room

This is an unplugged acoustic jam.

All talent levels welcome...beginners
on up!

Don’t want to play? No problem, lis-
teners are welcome too!

Let’s Talk Nipmuc Genealogy

Monday, July 7

6:00-7:45

Unlock the secrets of your fami-
ly history! Join us for five enlighten-
ing sessions on exploring your roots.
Our expert genealogist will share
tips, resources and stories to inspire
your research. Patricia M. St. Marie,
Professional Genealogist www.prog-
enofne.com. Registration Required.

15 Year Celebration

Thursday, July 10

4:00- 7:00

Join the Pearle in celebrating its 15th
anniversary in the Schofield Ave. loca-
tion. This event will feature local music,
caricature artist, rock painting, balloon
animals, picnic food, ice cream and
library tours. Let’s celebrate!

This event is funded by the Hugh W. &
Harriet K. Crawford Endowment Fund
for the Pearle L. Crawford Memorial
Library

No Registration Required.

GED & HiSET Informational

Tuesday, July 15

10:00- 12:00

Contact alandry@webster-schools.org
to register.

Once Upon A Crime Book Club

The Good Nurse

by: Charles Graeber

Friday, July 11

11:00-12:00

Adult Reading Area

Do you have a passion for true crime
and examining the details of each case?
This book club is for you!

The “Once Upon A Crime Book Club”
meets the first Friday of every month in
the adult reading area.

All books will be pre-ordered and
available for pick up at the circulation
desk.

SARJ- Saturday Acoustic Roots Jam

Saturday, July 19

11:00-1:00 in the Fels Community
Room

This is an unplugged acoustic jam.

All talent levels welcome and listeners
too!

Crawford Library Book Group

Thursday, July 24

6:00-7:30

Book: God of the Woods

Author: Liz Moore

Books are available at the circulation
desk for checkout

one month prior to discussion. No
Registration Required.

“Cook the Book” Book Club

Monday, July 28

6:00-7:.00

Book: Easy Weeknight Dinners

Author: Emily Weinstein

Pick one recipe from the book selected
for the month, the dishes don’t have to
be complicated or fancy, any recipe from

PEARLE L. CRAWFORD LIBRARY

the book is fair game, except alcoholic
beverages-sorry! Prepare the recipe at
home and share it at the library. We can-
not reheat or keep food warm, so consid-
er this when choosing your recipe.

You are responsible for bringing
serving utensils. We will provide paper
goods and utensils for eating.

There will be a place to include your
recipe selection in the reservation form.
Registration Required.

Baby Open Play

Fridays in July

10:00- 12:00

Open play for babies! Parents and
caregivers can let babies play while get-
ting to know others in the community:.
Come anytime between 10-12 or stay the
whole time! No Registration Required

Shark Storytime!

Tuesday, July 8

11:00 - 11:45

Join us for a storytime that’s all about
sharks! We’ll sing songs, do fingerplays,
read a fun story, dance with scarves, pre-
tend we are under the sea with bubbles,
and finish with a fun craft, activities,
and free play! This program is best for
ages 3-6 - No Registration needed.

Tommy James Magic Show - “Keep
the Kids Laughing!”

Wednesday, July 9

1:00- 1:45

Come join the fun with a roller coaster
ride of magic entertainment that will
have kids and adults engaged and laugh-
ing the entire show! Tommy James
incorporates a hilarious style of magic
that has been honed to perfection with
over thirty years of performing experi-
ence. You'll witness non-stop comedy
and magic by a wonderful entertainer!
There will be a live rabbit, and the show
will conclude with a child floating in
mid-air!

No Registration Required.

Science Heroes: - “Adventure of the
Missing Color!”

Monday, July 14

11:00- 11:45

Join Science Heroes on their mis-
sion to turn science into an adventure!
Through hands-on experiments and fun,
interactive stories, you’ll discover the
science behind the colors we see. Along
the way, you’ll help solve the mystery of
the missing color! This program is best
for ages 5-12.

No Registration Required.

Get Moving with Mason Rd. Physical
Education Teacher Mr. Davis

Wednesday, July 16

1:00- 2:00

Fun outdoor activities for everyone!
Something a little different each month.
This program is best for ages 5-12.

No Registration Required. This is not
a drop off event.

Pokemon Club

Thursday, July 17

6:00-6:45

Do you love everything Pokemon? Join
us for Pokemon club! Each month we
will have exciting crafts and activities!
Best for ages 6 and up. No Registration
Required. This is not a drop off pro-
gram.

Tinker Tuesday!

Tuesday, July 22

10:30 - 11:30

Join us for hands-on activities pro-
moting problem solving and creative
thinking! Drop-in anytime between
10:30 - 11:30 am. This is best for ages 3-6.

No Registration Required

Puppet Show with Pumpernickel
Puppets!

Thursday, July 31

1:30-2:15

Join us as John McDonough works his
magic with his Pumpernickel Puppets!
He’ll entertain us with 2 stories: “The
Three Billy Goats Gruff”, and “The Lion
and the Mouse.” You won’t want to
miss this fun, family event! This pro-
gram is recommended for children ages
3 and over.

Registration Required.

Dungeons & Dragons Game

Every Thursday, 6:00-7:30

Ages 12-19

Are you looking to play a game that
contains action, adventure, and drama?

Come play the world’s number one
role playing game.

This program geared towards Kkids
that are looking to learn more about
playing and some short adventures!

Cheez-Its Taste Test Challenge for
Teens!

Monday, July 21

3:45- 4:30

Ages 12-18

Come and test your tastebud skills -
and come hungry! Sample a variety of
different flavored Cheez-Its, and see if
you can guess what each one is. Prizes
for the top 3 winners with the most
correct answers! What better way to
have an afternoon snack? This program
is for ages 12-18 only. No Registration
Required.

Local Author Book Launch- The
Sideshow by Maggie Montville

Thursday, July 31

6:00- 7:15

Join us in welcoming Dudley author;
Maggie Montville, for her first book
launch celebration. Maggie will be
reading an excerpt from her novel, The
Sideshow.

Refreshments will be served, and cop-

ies of the book will be available for
purchase.

“The Sideshow” is a genre bender
incorporating history, mystery, and sus-
pense into a story filled with dynam-
ic characters and clever tie-ins to the
poetry of Edgar Allen Poe and other
“easter eggs” referencing well-known
pieces of literature. The setting of the
book is a 1920s traveling circus, and the
plot contains multiple twists and turns

guaranteed to keep the reader on the
edge of their seat.

About the Author: Maggie Montville
is an up-and-coming author who has
just released her debut novel, “The
Sideshow”. When Maggie is not writing,
she enjoys acting in local theater pro-
ductions, singing, and performing as a
character actress at children’s parties
across New England.

GLADYS E. KELLY

PuBLIC LIBRARY

2 Lake St., Webster

508-949-3880

Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday 9 am.-8 p.m., Wednesday 9
a.m.-1 p.m., Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Library is closed on Saturdays
through the summer

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST!

Want to receive updates about
our upcoming events? Sign up for email
alerts by visiting our website or contact-
ing our Adult Services Librarian Jessica
Fontaine at jfontaine@cwmars.org

Adult Programming

Yoga — Saturdays at 9:30am

Join Julie or Lauren at the Gladys E.
Kelly Library for a vinyasa yoga class
for all levels. A typical class involves
centering the mind with the breath, aro-
matherapy, movement of the body to
release energetic blockages, and, finally;,
rest and relaxation. Classes are free.
Funded by the Friends of the Gladys E.
Kelly Public Library.

Yoga Nidr — Wednesday Mornings at
8:15am
Join Adult Services Librarian
Jess for a relaxing yoga nidr practice to
start your day on Wednesdays. Jess will
guide participants through a few sim-
ple yoga asanas to release physical ten-
sion. Participants will then settle into a
reclined position for a guided relaxation
(yoga nidr ). If you have your own yoga
mat, please bring it and be sure to dress
in comfortable clothing. This program
takes place before the library officially
opens. Registration is required and Jess
will meet you at the program door.

Library for All - First Two Mondays;
Last Two Fridays 10AM (Chair Yoga or
Craft)

This program includes one
chair yoga class and one craft project
that will be held on first two Mondays
and the last two Fridays of the month.
Either join Jess for a one-hour relaxing
Chair Yoga class or join us for our craft
program. Check the online calendar to
see which event is scheduled. No expe-
rience necessary. This program is for
teens and adults of all abilities and their
caregivers. Please call ahead if special
accommodations or requirements are
needed.

The Catnip Junkies Concert -
Thursday, July 10th at 6:30pm
The Catnip Junkies are the hap-
piest, tappiest and brassiest band you’ll
ever hear! New Orleans isn’t just a city;
it’s a vibe! The Bourbon Street Jubilee
will transport you to the heart of the Big
Easy, and all of its captivating culture!
As the birthplace of jazz, tap, the second
line, and back alley side shows, New
Orleans has it all, and so does this show!
You don’t want to miss this one-of-a-kind
tribute that will leave you smiling all the
way home!

The Nest: Local Success Stories with
Mary Anne Fontaine from Empire
Travel - Monday, July 14th at 6:00pm

Mary Anne Fontaine brings
a rare blend of deep travel expertise
and local community connection. Mary
Anne began her travel journey at Empire
Travel in 1989. Since then and through
many changes, the agency has adapted
to the new travel norms. Mary Anne
and her team continue to strive to create
unique experiences within all budgets.
Her presentation at the nest will fea-
ture her story as a business owner in
an industry that is ever-changing and
stories from the road that inspire wan-
derlust and community connection.

Children’s
Programming
Summer Eats — Mondays — Thursdays
July 9th-August 14th from 12:00-1:00pm
A totally free-of-charge program
that provides free meals to all kids and
teens, ages 18 and under, at locations all
across Massachusetts during the sum-
mer months. Held on the Library Lawn.
All kids and teens eat for free.

and Young Adult

Scavenger Hunt---- All Month Long
What’s more exciting than a
scavenger hunt? Come upstairs to the
Children’s room to pick up a list of

things to find all around the library.

Take and Make Craft-- All month long
New Take and Make kits will be
available for pick up in the Children’s
room on the 1st of every month, while
supplies last.

Maker Mondays — Mondays from 3:30-
4:30 PM

Feeling artistic? We will have a variety
of craft materials available to put your
creativity to the test!

Toddler Playtime-- Tuesdays at 10:00
AM

Kids 0 to 6 are invited to get
their wiggles out with weekly obstacle
course and fun.

Mini Block Party - Tuesdays from
3:30-5:00PM
Play with magnets, wooden
blocks, and Legos.

Kim the LEGO Lady - Tuesdays at
4pm
Do you love building, creating,
and having fun with LEGO? Look no
further! Kim the Lego Lady is here and
we want YOU to be part of our LEGO
CLUB adventure. Join us for interac-
tive building challenges, new skills and
create fabulous imaginative builds. For
Ages 5-11.

Friendship Bracelets — Wednesdays
at 11AM
Grab your bestie and come
make beaded bracelets in the children’s
program room. This is a self-guided pro-
gram, all materials are provided. Ages 8
and up.

Nintendo Switch for Tweens and
Teens — Thursdays, 2-4pm
Teens and tweens are invited to
play games on our Nintendo Switch.

Outdoor Messy Play — Thursdays, 3:30-
4:30pm
Outdoor Messy Play is back!
We supply the messy materials for your
children to play with, along with a hose
for washing off outside afterwards! This
program is extremely messy, please
dress in something you don’t mind get-
ting dirty or stained.

Play-doh Storytime - Fridays at 10AM
Join Youth Services Librarian
Andrew for stories, play-doh, and fun!
This storytime is geared toward ages 2
to 5, but siblings are welcome.

Beginner Origami-Fridays at 3:45PM
Are you interested in making
origami, but you don’t know where to
start? You can start here. And if you do
know how to make some origami, feel
free to come make some as well. For kids
of all ages.

Animal World Experience — Monday,
July 14th at 10am
Animal World Experience pro-
vides fun, interactive, educational ani-
mal presentations to audiences of all
ages. Join Matt Gabriel as he presents
a variety of animals, learn about their
fascinating lives, and then get up close
to pet them if you wish.

Laser Tag for Kids — Monday, July 14th
at 6:00pm
Up to 20 participants grades
12-18 may take part in an outdoor
laser tag match. Sneakers and shoes
are required. No flip flops. As a lot of
running is required, participants with
conditions such as asthma must have
proper medication at all times.

Ed with Wizard: Dino Balloon-
Twisting Workshop — Tuesday, July 15th
at 10:00am

In this Basic Animal Balloon
Twisting Workshop, library patrons will
learn the art of balloon twisting basics
as they create their own dinosaur. For
ages 7 and up.

Wiggles and Giggles for Littles —
Wednesday, July 16th at 10:00am

Come sing, dance, and make

music with Lainey Hanlon! For Ages
6-23 months and their caregivers.

Wiggles and Giggles — Wednesday, July
16th at 10:30am
Children ages 2-5, with a par-
ent/caregiver, will sing, move, play
musical instruments, learn rhythm
and listen to stories with music teacher,
Laine Hanlon.

JJK’s Summah Readin’ Roadtrip -
Thuesday, July 17th at 6:00pm
The author of the Lunch Lady
series, the Star Wars Academy series,
and more, is coming to the Webster
Library to give an author talk and
live drawing session! Dive into Jarrett
Krosoczka’s creative process and the
journey of bringing stories to life! Watch
the magic happen as Jarrett illustrates
characters from his beloved books and
offers cartooning tips! Attendees are
invited to get extra insights into the
world of graphic novels.

Mr. Vinny the Bubble Guy - Friday,
July 18th at 4:00pm
Using giant homemade bubble
wands, a sound system full of music,
and a lot of funny family entertainment
experience, Mr. Vinny gets kids of all
ages and adults involved in bubble chas-
ing games.
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Bring the garden to your next gathering

Make every dining
experience fun and fla-
vorful by including gar-
den fresh herbs, vegeta-
bles and flowers in your
meals. Allowing guests to
harvest and season their
drinks, entrees and sides
from the garden or con-
tainer creates an interac-
tive experience they are
sure to remember.

Start your gathering
with a review of the
menu and a tour of the
gardens. Provide guests
with a harvest basket
and snips so they can
collect all their favorite
ingredients. Or gather an
assortment of herbs and
vegetables in advance

WEBSTER SENIOR CENTER

Melinda Myers
Edible nasturtium blossoms brighten up this salad.

and display them in con-
tainers for your family
and guests to make their
own selections.

Include a few herbs
and vegetables that can
be blended, muddled or
added to yours and your
guests’ favorite beverage.
Use the hollow stems
of lovage as a straw for
tomato juice or bloody
Mary. You’ll enjoy the
celery flavor this edible
straw provides. Provide
mint, basil or rosemary
leaves to flavor iced tea
and lemonade. Just set
the herbs near the bever-
age table for easy access,
provide needed utensils,
and herbal cocktail rec-

ipes.

Bring the garden to
the party by placing a
few containers of herbs,
edible flowers and vege-
tables on your balcony,
patio, deck or near the
grill. Use small herb
containers as edible
centerpieces and add a
pair of garden scissors
or snips. Label the plants,
offer seasoning sugges-
tions, and allow your
family and guests to sea-
son the meal to their taste
when it arrives. Remind
guests to adjust the quan-
tity of herbs used to
allow for the difference in
flavor intensity of fresh
vs. dried herbs. In gen-
eral, you will need two
to three times more fresh
than dried herbs.

Add a bit of color and
unique flavor to the meal
with edible flowers. Pick
the flowers early in the
day when they are at their
peak and taste best. Wash
them by dipping the flow-
er in a bowl of water and
gently shaking. Remove
the bitter tasting base of
the petal and the repro-
ductive parts from larger
flowers before preparing.

Make sure the flow-
ers you select are edible
and free of pesticides.

MELINDA
MYERS

ripe, so the plant con-

GARDEN tinues flowering and

forming new fruit.

MOMENTS  Remove faded flowers
e o o o o o o asneeded to keep flow-
ering plants covered

with blooms.
Dress up your table
with a bouquet of your

Let your guests know
they can eat the flowers,
or you’ll end up with
a pile of petals on the
side of every plate. Try
nasturtium and daylily
blossoms stuffed with
cream cheese; calendula,
pansy, and borage
petals sprinkled
on salad; chive
flowers for baked
potatoes; and mint
leaves on top of a
slice of chocolate
cake.

Harvest your
garden and con-
tainers regular-
ly to keep plants
looking good and
producing. Cut
the outer leaves of

favorite garden flow-
ers. Pick a few extras
to send home with your
guests and they’ll sure-
ly remember your spe-
cial gathering filled with
homegrown flavor and
beauty.

Melinda Myers has
written more than

20 gardening books,
including the Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook,
2nd Edition and Small
Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything”
instant video series and
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden
Moment radio program.
Myers is a columnist
and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and her Web site
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry « Pottery «Toys
» Games o Glassware oSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios « Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives eHunting « Fishing ¢« Military « Masonic
o Fire Dept o Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

leaf lettuce when
they are four to six

inches tall to keep
the plant growing
new leaves. Pick
peppers and toma-
toes when fully

ARTHRITIS?

Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
If not we may be able to help.

of Hands - Knees- Hips.

5 Church St.

(508) 949-3845

Email: SeniorCenter@Webster-MA.gov

Senior Center hours are Monday- Friday 9 a.m.-
4 p.m., with one Thursday a month 9 a.m.- 7 p.m.

Like the Webster Senior Center Facebook page to
view our photographs, news and announcements.
Please stop by to pick up our monthly newsletter
for a complete list of activities, upcoming events,
and our monthly lunch menu. You may also join
our email list to view our newsletter online. You do
not have to be a resident of Webster to participate
in our activities and programs. ALL Seniors are
welcome!

Tri-Valley Lunches are served Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am.
Please call (508) 949-3845 at least two business days
in advance to reserve or cancel your meal. A $3.00
donation for 65 and up, and $5 for 55- 64 is appre-
ciated. All meals include milk, bread, and fruit
or dessert. This week’s menu: Tuesday, 7/15: BBQ
chicken, au gratin potatoes, capri blend vegetables,
mandarin oranges. Wednesday, 7/16: Teriyaki beef,
steamed rice, broccoli, pineapple. Thursday, 7/17:
Marinated pork loin, herbed stuffing, roasted brus-
sels sprouts, vanilla mousse. Friday, 7/18: Soup du
Jour, cranberry chicken salad, three bean salad,
coleslaw.

Need Transportation? Contact SCM Elderbus at
1-800-321-0243 at least two business days in advance
to schedule transportation. Elderbus is available
Mondays- Fridays 8:30 am- 3:00 pm.

Come on down to the Bomba Beauty Salon at
the Webster Senior Center! Call 508-341-8724 for
an appointment. Bomba Beauty Salon is open for
walk in appointments on Wednesdays from 10:00
am- 1:00 pm, and Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
by appointment only from 10:00 am- 3:00 pm. Please
call (508) 341-8724 to schedule an appointment.

We are now offering MOVIE MATINEES every
Wednesday at 1:00 pm! Popcorn is provided, no
registration is needed. July movies include: A
Streetcar Named Desire on July 16th, Please Don’t
Eat the Daisies on July 23rd, and The Goodbye Girl
on July 30th.

The Friends of the Webster Senior Center will
be hosting their Forget-Me-Not Café on Monday;,
July 14th! Come for music from your favorite art-
ists performed by Edward Barnett!

Are you ready for Christmas in July? Come
celebrate on Friday, July 25th with the Friends
of the Webster Senior Center! There’ll be cook-
ies, ice cream, and a sing-along event with Roger
Tincknell!

Chair Dancing Exercise classes with Forty
Arroyo are the perfect workout for any fitness abil-
ity! The cost is a recommended $3.00 donation per

class. A new video class will be offered Thursday

Osteoarthritis

and Friday mornings, free of charge.
Knitting/Crochet group meets on Mondays from

10:00 am- 12:00 pm.

Bingo is every Tuesday and starts promptly at
1:00 pm. Please plan to arrive by 12:30 pm to allow
time to buy your bingo sheets. Bingo sheets are not

sold after 12:45 pm.

Do you like to play Cribbage? Our weekly
Cribbage group meets every Thursday at 1:00 pm.

Feel free to join us!

Calling card players or
interested persons to the
Webster Senior Center!
Come join us for six-card or
thirteen-card pitch! Six-card
pitch meets on Wednesdays
at 1:.00 pm. Thirteen-card
pitch meets on Thursdays at
1:00 pm.

Mahjongg group meets
every Friday at 1:.00 pm.
Beginners welcome!

Calling all bridge players!
Are you looking to spend an
afternoon playing Bridge?
We’re looking to get a group
together! If you're interest-
ed, please leave your name
and number with the front
desk. Once we have enough
sign-ups, we’ll see what day
works best for everyone!

The Worcester County
Sheriff’s  Office House
Numbering Program will
create a custom wooden
sign with your house num-
ber free of charge. One sign
per senior household. Please
contact the Webster Senior
Center at (508) 949-3845. if
you are interested in having
a house number sign made
for you.

Senior SAFE is a program
that supports fire and life
safety education for seniors.
The Webster Fire Dept. will
do a home visit to ensure that
you have the correct smoke
and CO2 alarms, and that
they are working properly.
This is at no cost to you! All
you have to do is give them a
call at (508) 949-3875.

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

4

Charles A. Birbara, MD

Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

Yankee
Magazine’s Choice
for Best New
England Cuisine!

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7TAVERN
960 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Over 50 Years of New England Hospitallity!

OPen Thurs - Sat 4-8 Sun&ag 12-5
Dine Outside on Our Patio Weather Permitting  page for

Hexmark Tavern is OPen Thurs. & Fri. 4-8

See Our
Facebook

Tavern
Specials

www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 FKi
“No Outdoor Dining When A Wedding Ceremony Is Taking Place

Spring
Special
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 « Leicester, MA

[—
VIsA

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner

Houses -+ Attics - Cellars

Construction Sites

Fully Insured

+ % o Friday’s Child # + +

Laren

Age 10

Massachusetts.

=

Registration # 8313

Can | Adopt?

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

ai\\ ai\\ (l;\\ (l;\\ ai\\ ai\\

Laren is a friendly, fun-loving, and
energetic young girl who brings joy
and enthusiasm to everything she
does. She thrives in a structured envi-
ronment where routines are clear and
consistent, as this helps her feel safe
and supported. Laren loves being cre-
ative and often spends her time draw-
ing and expressing herself through
art. Music and dance are also some of
her favorite outlets—she enjoys mov-
ing to the beat and letting her person-
ality shine. Active and adventurous by
nature, Laren enjoys outdoor play and
being on the go, whether it’s exploring
new places or simply running around
outside. She has a deep love for an-
imals, especially turtles and other
aquatic creatures, and enjoys learning
about them whenever she can. Her in-
terest in sea life is a special part of who she is and brings out her sense of
wonder and curiosity. With the right support, encouragement, and struc-
ture, Laren continues to grow and shine. She would do best in a nurturing,
active family that can provide consistency, patience, and plenty of oppor-
tunities to explore her interests.

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21182507386
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EDITORIAL

Some of the best
memories are

made in flip flops

Summer is in full swing, with every-
one walking around with a sun kissed
glow. Apart from mild weather, lush
green forests, swimmable rivers and
lakes and beautiful flowers, there are
significant health benefits to these sum-
mer months.

Sunlight aids in regulating our sys-
tems. During the summer months, there
is a reduced rate of heart attacks. One
study revealed that those who suffered
a heart attack during the summer had
survival rates increase by 19 percent.
Vitamin D is said to play a role in pro-
tecting the heart as well as regulating
calcium and phosphorus absorption.

Individuals tend to eat lighter and
healthier in the summer, consuming
more fruits and vegetables, which
boosts our immune system. Produce is
in abundance, whether it’s at the local
farmer’s market or in our own back
yards. Bring on the watermelon! The
sun can also cure many skin issues,
such as psoriasis, dermatitis and acne;
however, this doesn’t mean we can skip
the sunscreen.

Summertime encourages us to get out
and exercise. Getting the blood pump-
ing creates endorphins and initiates
and improves the flow of oxygen to the
brain, which in turn lowers stress, and
can aid in productivity in other areas of
our lives. The longer days also afford us
zero excuse to get out and get it done.

Because of the warmer temperatures,
we automatically increase our water
intake. This promotes digestion and
flushes the toxins from our bodies.

Sleep disorders tend to fall by the
wayside or improve during the sum-
mer due to the sun’s early morning
exposure. Experts say getting sunshine
between 7 and 9 a.m. every morning will
help you sleep better at night.

Spending time with friends, fam-
ily and community increases in the
summer which is key to our mental
health. During summer months there
are more outdoor activities that bring
folks together such as band concerts,
farmer’s markets, campfires, which are
all great places to catch up with our
neighbors.

Most people tend to go on vacation
during the summer, reducing stress and
burnout. More and more people are
realizing just how important it is to take
a breather.

Summertime helps us to feel more
footloose and fancy free. There is also
an overall feeling of relaxation and joy,
over simple things like reading a book
on the front porch, sipping sun tea or
the smell of fresh cut grass.

The rivers flow wildly in the moun-
tains and the lakes remain calm for fish-
erman to drop a line and float about, let-
ting all cares melt away as the sunlight
dances off the small ripples and waves.
Mountain summits are picture perfect
with blue skies, white clouds, vibrant
green trees with glistening rocks, often-
times creating scenes that don’t even
look real.

Take advantage of the season and
savor every moment. In the words of
the great Henry James, “Summer after-
noon-summer afternoon; to me those
have always been the two most beautiful
words in the English language.”

Letter submission
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address,
and a daytime phone number for
purposes of verification in order
to be considered for publication.
Only the author’s name and the
town in which they reside will be
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the
Editor to determine whether a
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and
any submission may be rejected at
any time for any reason he or she
might deem appropriate.

VIEWPOINT

THE DEADLINE to submit letters to the editor and commentaries for next
week’s newspaper is Friday at noon. SEND ALL ITEMS to Editor
Brendan Berube at THE WEBSTER TiIMES — news@stonebridgepress.news

The truth will set you free Stress-test your

“Know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” (John
8:32) This is one of the most pro-
found and revolutionary state-
ments ever spoken. Freedom is
something that all people desire.
Yet, what does freedom truly
mean?

For many in our society, free-
dom means doing whatever I

So many of us carry wounds.
Some deep. Some fresh. Yet
Jesus doesn’t simply ask us to
forget our past trauma. He offers
to heal us. “Come to me, all who
are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest,” He comforts.

Through His own experience
of suffering through the Cross,
He conquers all hurt and pain

want, whenever I want, with BEYOND and evil through His victorious
whomever I want. Freedom is Resurrection, Christ transforms
defined by the absence of restric- THE our wounds into lessons of wis-

tions. But that’s not the free-
dom Jesus Christ offers. In fact,
that kind of so-called “freedom”
often leads to slavery - slavery
to our passions, to our ego and
pride, to our insecurities, and to

PEWS

By FRr. LUKE
A. VERONIS

dom, our bitterness into com-
passion, our anger into peace.
He invites us to stop living in the
past and step into the freedom of
the present.

This freedom includes becom-

our selfishness. SAINTS ing free from our addictions and

Christ offers us something CONSTANTINE destructive habits. Whether it’s
greater: true freedom. Saint  AND HELEN substance abuse, porn addic-
Paul says, “you have been set GREEK tion, lust, greed, or pride, we all
free from sin and have become ORTHODOX know the chains that bind and
slaves of God for your sanctifi- enslave us. The Good News of
cation and its end, eternal life.” CHURCH, Jesus Christ, however, offers us

Christ does not offer us free- WEBSTER hope. “If the Son sets you free,

dom from something, but free-

dom for something. Freedom for holi-
ness. Freedom for healing. Freedom for
a new life of love. Freedom for becoming
who God created us to be - sons and
daughters of the Most High.

We live in a world obsessed with prov-
ing worth—through appearance, achieve-
ment, social status. But what if we no
longer need to earn love? What if we no
longer need to fear rejection?

In Christ, you come to realize that we
are His beloved, deeply and passionate-
ly loved. Saint John puts it this way:
“Behold what manner of love the Father
has bestowed on us, that we should be
called children of God.” (1 John 3:1)

We are free from our insecurity because
we are anchored in the truth of our iden-
tity as God’s beloved. Our failures won’t
define us. The world’s standards will not
determine who we are. In the arms of
Divine Love, we find ultimate freedom.

Fear is one of the great enslavers of
our time - fear of not being good enough,
fear for the future, fear of death, fear
of rejection, fear of whatever we have
suffered from the past. Yet, God declares
clearly, “Do not be afraid, for I am with
you.” (Isaiah 41:10)

Christ has trampled down death by
death. He has conquered sin and evil
itself. He is Emmanuel, God with us.
So, what can we possibly fear? As the
Psalmist David declares: “Even though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I fear no evil, for You are with me.”
(Psalm 23:4)

In a world growing increasingly divid-
ed and angry, we embrace the freedom to
love even those who appear on the other
side. “Love your enemies,” Jesus teaches
us. “Do good to those who hate you.”
(Liuke 6:27)

This is possible when Christ lives
in us. When He dwells in our hearts,
there is no room for hatred. His love
heals every point of bitterness, every
grudge, every seed of resentment.
We are free from hatred when we allow
divine love to become the compass of our
lives. As St. Silouan the Athonite once
said: “Where the Holy Spirit is present,
there is love for our enemies. Where the
Holy Spirit is absent, there is no love for
enemies.”

you will be free indeed.” (John
8:36)

Christ doesn’t just forgive our sins - He
liberates us from the habits and addic-
tions that keep us enslaved. Through the
power of His grace, we can live different-
ly. Not perfectly, but faithfully. Not self-in-
dulgently, but with purpose. He reveals
to us a life of deep meaning and signifi-
cance through living a life of joyous love
and humble service to others.

We live in a time of moral confusion
and spiritual distortion. Right is called
wrong. Wrong is called right. Truth is
treated as relative, and meaning seems to
slip through our fingers. Yet, the Church
proclaims the eternal truth of Jesus
Christ, who says, “I am the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6)

The Orthodox Church, in her timeless
beauty, proclaims truth not as a concept
but as a Person. Jesus Christ is the Truth.
And in our relationship with Him, we
find the freedom of clarity. In our intima-
cy with Him, we find our direction. In fol-
lowing Him, we rediscover our purpose.

Of course, the greatest freedom we
discover is freedom from ourselves. From
our egos. From our entitlement. From
our endless need to be right, or to be
praised. Christ frees us from the tyranny
of self so that we may be filled with Him.
St. Paul summarized his freedom by
declaring, “It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20)

Thus, when Christ says, “Know the
truth, and the truth will set you free,”
He isn’t offering a philosophy or a vague
idea. He’s inviting us to know who He is
and enter into a more intimate relation-
ship with Him.

Thus, true freedom isn’t about doing
whatever you want. It’s about becoming
who you were created to be. True free-
dom isn’t a life without restrictions, but a
life in living as His beloved, without fear,
as a true and whole human being.

We are free to love, free to serve, and
free to shine with the light of God’s glory:
As Saint Paul exhorts us, “Stand fast,
therefore, in the freedom by which Christ
has made us free.” (Galatians 5:1)

And may we truly walk in this free-
dom as sons and daughters of the King.
“Know the truth, and the truth will set
you free.”

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Another special thank you

To the Editor:

I would like to again thank Dudley
Assistant Town Administrator Olivia
Antonson for the fast thinking and fast
acting to allow myself the opportuni-
ty to continue playing cards during
the recent heat wave by collaborat-
ing with the Dudley Fire Chief, Dean
Kochanowski, to use the Dudley Fire

Station as a site for a cooling center so
the Dudley Senior Center will be avail-
able.

I would also like to thank Dudley Fire
Chief Dean Kuchanowski and his staff
for their cooperation in this matter.

GARY BARONOSKI
DupLEY

Use your common sense

To the Editor:

In response to the letter to the Editor
dated June 19, I am writing to voice
my opinions on many letter writers to
the Editor. These Trump bashers do
not look up facts or evidence. But then
a voice of reason is printed by John
Giaquinty, who researched informa-
tion on T.D.S.

What a breath of fresh air. I person-

ally do not know the gentleman who
wrote the “Reason being” letter, but his
facts are true.

Use common sense and see what is
really going on. We need to safeguard
all citizens under the Constitution.

I am 82 years old, and believe in
Making America Great Again.

JOSEPH B. Costa
WEBSTER

Thanks to our veteran superstars
(delivered as closing remarks on the 4th)

To the Editor:

Once again, I think we should thank
our three veteran superstars, Don,
George & Joe, for their hard work & ded-
ication to the Webster/Dudley Veteran’s
Council. They set the tone & showed the
Council how to demonstrate:

Pride of service to our country, espe-
cially to those who made the supreme
sacrifice

How to be patriotic

How to support & honor our active
duty military; and

How to promote joining our active
duty forces and

How to honor veterans by rendering
military funerals. Their leadership has

brought about a feeling of brotherhood,
as George would say “We are a band of
brothers” who are proud of our role
regarding Veterans.

I want to congratulate the commit-
tee that arranged this dedication cere-
mony that carries on the tradition of
excellence shown to us by those hon-
ored today. I want to thank everyone
for attending on a holiday to honor & to
thank them for all they accomplished.
And lastly, I want to thank God for their
membership.

JOSEPH SENDROWSKI
DuUDLEY

retirement
portfolio in
volatile markets

FINANCIAL
Focus

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

If you’re planning to retire within
the next few years — or you’ve recently
retired — market volatility may feel
especially unsettling. After years of sav-
ing and planning, you’re now entering
a stage where your portfolio may shift
from growth to providing income. The
five-year window before and after your
retirement date is especially critical
— when market downturns can have
an outsized impact on your long-term
financial security.

While you can’t control the markets,
there are meaningful steps you can take
to “stress-test” your retirement income,
so it is not consumed entirely by market
drops before you stop working.

Explore your short- and medium-term
income needs. One of the most import-
ant steps to take is to understand how
much of your portfolio you’ll need to
rely on for income. It depends on your
other income sources such as Social
Security, IRAs, 401ks, pensions and
wages if you work in retirement. You’ll
want to avoid taking too much from
your portfolio in response to a decline
because that could increase the like-
lihood that your money may not last
through retirement. A financial advisor
can help you determine your threshold
for monthly withdrawals, based on your
income needs, long-term outlook, infla-
tion, and risk tolerance.

Review your emergency fund. Are
you able to set aside at least three to six
months’ worth of essential expenses
in cash or very low-risk investments?
That could allow you to avoid digging
too deeply into your portfolio or sell-
ing stocks or other volatile assets at a
loss if the market drops. The income
bridge from an emergency fund gives
your longer-term investments time to
recover and can reduce stress during
down markets. You may even find you
want more than six months in this fund
to help weather emergencies, depending
on your risk and your comfort level.

Review your mix. As you approach
or begin retirement, does your portfo-
lio reflect your need for stability and
income? You may need to reduce expo-
sure to riskier assets such as stocks and
increase holdings in more stable ones,
like bonds or cash equivalents. Your
ideal allocation depends on your risk
tolerance, spending needs and other
income sources. The goal is to shield
your savings from major losses just as
you begin drawing from them.

Consider market swings. If the value
of your portfolio dropped 20% tomorrow
and stayed there for a period of time,
would you need to change your lifestyle
or spending immediately? Would you
need to go back to work? If your answer
is yes, revisit your asset allocation or
spending plan. A more conservative
approach may offer less upside but can
provide greater confidence during the
early years of retirement.

Assess your spending. Even small
budget adjustments can make a big dif-
ference, especially early in retirement.
Do you need to consider postponing a
major purchase or trimming discretion-
ary spending? If you're still working,
directing extra income into savings can
help build a cushion. If you're already
retired, keeping withdrawals as low as
possible during market downturns can
help support long-term sustainability.

Stay grounded — and get sup-
port. Market swings are inevitable, but
emotional reactions and risky investing
can lead to costly mistakes. Don’t aban-
don your investment strategy. Instead,
focus on what you can control: your
asset mix, spending, and flexibility. A
financial advisor can help you stress-
test your retirement plan, evaluate your
options and stay focused on your long-
term goals — even when the markets
are anything but steady.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Dennis
Antonopoulos, your local Edward Jones
Advisor at 5 Albert St., Auburn, MA
01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-
nopoulos@edwardjones.com.
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Charlton’s Delene Sarsfield, PE.O.

grant rec1plent inspires Bay Path PN graduates

CHARLTON The
graduating class of 2025
at Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy gath-
ered at the Performance
Arts Center of the
Overlook on June 20 for
their graduation and pin-
ning ceremony, where
they were inspired by
graduation speaker
Delene Sarsfield, a fellow
student and a 2024-2025
recipient of a prestigious
PE.O. (Philanthropic
Educational
Organization) grant.

Sarsfield, a Charlton
resident and a distin-
guished member of
the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy com-
munity, was honored by
members of Chapter AA
of the PE.O., receiving
not only the grant but also
a certificate and thought-
ful gifts in recognition of
her promising future in
nursing, and tremendous
support as she navigated
the rigorous ten months
of nursing education.

With more than 15
years of experience
as a Certified Nursing
Assistant (CNA),

BAY PATH

Sarsfield brings a wealth
of hands-on knowledge
and a deep commitment
to patient-centered care
to her nursing journey.
Known for her multi-
faceted skills, efficiency,
and ethical approach, she
has consistently demon-
strated exceptional com-
passion and empathy in
her interactions with
patients. Her collabora-
tive spirit and openness
to constructive feedback
have also made her a val-
ued colleague. Sarsfield
was elected as one of
the class representatives
and was the elected com-
mencement speaker.
During her address,
Sarsfield shared insights
from her extensive
career, emphasizing the
human connection at the
heart of nursing. Her
adaptability and ability
to thrive under pressure,
honed through years in
healthcare, resonated
deeply with the new grad-
uates embarking on their
own professional paths.
Sarsfield’s long-term
aspirations include
becoming a Licensed

Practical Nurse (LPN)
through her Bay Path
Practical Nursing
Academy education, with
the goal of bridging into
a Registered Nurse (RN)
program. Her specific
passion lies in hospice
and palliative care nurs-
ing, a field that demands
profound compassion
and specialized knowl-
edge. This dedication to
continuous growth and
specialized care will
undoubtedly make her
a significant asset to the
healthcare community.

A graduate of Holy
Name Central Catholic
Jr./Sr. High School in
Worcester, Sarsfield is
also BLS/HCP CPR cer-
tified and has obtained
her certificate in Stop
the Bleed, demonstrat-
ing her commitment to
crucial emergency skills.
She recently represent-
ed Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy at
the Worcester Women’s
Leadership Conference.

Her journey, marked by
dedication to patient care
and a clear vision for her
future, served as a power-
ful testament to the trans-
formative power of edu-
cation and unwavering
commitment to service
for the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy Class
of 2025.

About P.E.O.
International
The P.E.O.

(Philanthropic
Educational
Organization) has been
celebrating  women’s
advancements since 1869.
What started with a bond
of friendship among
seven women in Mount
Pleasant, Iowa, is now a
global sisterhood of more
than a half a million
members with chapters
in the United States and

Brian Westerlind begins

tenure as President/CEQO
of Webster Five

Brian Westerlind

AUBURN — Webster
Five is proud to announce
that Brian Westerlind
has officially assumed
the role of President and

Daniel.Brooks named F ]
et y-al N\ JULY 4TH APPlIANGE Sﬁl[

LOUDONVILLE, N.Y.
Brooks was named to the Siena College
President’s List for the Spring 2025
Semester. Daniel is from Dudley.

The President’s List requires a 3.9
grade point average or higher.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@

stonebridgepress.news ~

CEOQ, effective July 1.

Westerlind, a Worcester
native, joined the Bank in
2010 as Chief Financial
Officer and most recently
served as Chief Financial
Officer/Chief Operating
Officer. With more than
two decades of expe-
rience in the banking
industry, he brings deep
institutional knowledge
and a long-standing com-
mitment to both the Bank
and the community it
serves.

“I'm honored to lead
Webster Five into its next
chapter,” said Westerlind.
“This Bank has a lega-
cy of exceptional per-
sonal service, financial
strength and community
support, and I'm excited
to continue that tradi-
tion while looking ahead

to new opportunities for
growth and impact.”

Westerlind serves
on the boards of the
Worcester Community
Action Council and the
Worcester Regional
Chamber of Commerce,
reflecting his commit-
ment to strengthening
the region Webster Five
calls home.

Established in 1868,
Webster Five offers con-
sumers, businesses, and
nonprofits not only a
wide range of products
and services but also
stability and communi-
ty support that can’t be
matched by their larger
counterparts. To learn
more about Webster Five,
visit webbs.com.

HYBRID WATER

Daniel

43” Smart TV..
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” Samsung HDTV ..$299.99
J Regularly $349.99

[ DI

Regularly $599.99

70” Samsung 4k TV..$499.99
Regularly $599.99

75” Samsung HDTV ..$599.99
Regularly $699.99

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

e
AN

HEATERS

$750 Rebate - Details In-Store

MA1TRESS SALE!

Canada. PE.O. has helped
more than 122,000 women
pursue their educatlonal
goals by providing over

$415 million in financial
assistance. The orga-
nization also owns and
supports Cottey College,

a four-year 1ndependent
liberal arts and scienc-
es college for women in
Nevada, Mo.

308 4

LAKESIDE

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
11 - CLOSE

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

LIVE MUSIC LINEUP
7/4 Rvyan Hoob
7/6 Fenper Roab
7/11 Jonny TavLor
7/13 EAasy SEason

Check out our
New Summer Menu

MUSIC

BINGO
EVERY
THURSDAY
7709

T

|'i_i-"‘f

4
'-.I't'ITFn

el

CLOSED MONDAYS

or Facebook page
for our full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

Please visit our website |

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check
out the
new Fall/
Winter

menu

Community
Connectwn

V(orin

The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL ~ PROPANE PCEPREAL Tanks Filled WE BUY Go LD
0500 $5.70 300-500...... $255 1o 80%

50-75 e $3.40 500 PLUS 40 T

75150 1 $3.05 DUl $375  DFIVET Specializing
150-300.........$2.75 Drop off Tanks....$3.00 Discretion in CUStom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

e\Nednesday price 7/2/25 was 52-99 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum MASTER JEWELERS™ uEl ]
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® &l

www.charltonoil.com

«Call Us First!” 409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
*prices subject to change morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
e E Located at CVS Plaza

{ ) \ A 1 1 i 1

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

Find Us on Social Meclla

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!

JULY 4TH
> SALE STILL
GOING ON

WE SELL E-BIKES!

(51200 Rebate Available - See Salesperson!)

TWIN: $199

‘FGﬁAi‘.Lif”’szw

(REGULARLY $499)

QUEEN; 5299

(REGULARLY $599)

DELUXE
FRIGIDAIRE
NDUCTION STOVE

Reg. $1299.99

‘999"
7 \ J

(" GE DELUXE |
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

\ J
s \

WASHER & DRYER

#46300 Reg. $1599.99

\__AFTER REBATE!

SAMSUNG [
|

LG 20 CU. FT.
BOTTOM FRENCH
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1499.99

(o
SAMSUNG TOP LOAD

WASHER & DRYER
Pair - Reg. $1199.99

.99 Reg. $1999.99
*1099* || 499~
\_ AFTERREBATE! J \ )

(" G.E.27 CU.FT. )
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

5 CU. FT.
CHEST
FREEZER

‘189
. )

G.E. DELUXE FRlGlDAlRE
AIR FRY DISHWASHER
Reg. $399.99

GAS RANGE
3299.99

Reg. $899.99

Reg. $899.99

\ 3749.99 )

(WHIRLPOOL 21 CU. Fq f
TOP MOUNT REFRIGERATOR

10 CU. FT.
FREEZER

 WHIRLPOOL |
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99 Reg. $459.99
Reg. $699.99

‘ s549.ss | LSIoss.!ls‘ 3399-99

(MAYTAG DELUXE )
WASHER OR
DRYER

FRIGIDAIRE
18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $699.99

999"

LG #3400

WASHER & DRYER

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

‘ slagg.ssA

MICROWAVE
Reg' $24999

‘199*
)

FAMOUS MAKER )
OVER THE STOVE

WHITCO

= g
m ' Store Hours: Mon. through Fri: 10am-9pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 10am-7pm FOR 100’s OF DEALS!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM
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Annual Guide to Pick Perfect Produce

Gardens are in full
bloom and many crops
are ripe for the picking
— that means offerings
of local veggies and
fruits are plentiful. That
also means it’'s time to
once again publish our
annual guide to choos-
ing the freshest pro-
duce. Whether you're
shopping at an outdoor
market or local grocery
store, the following tips
will help you pick perfect
produce from early crops
through the end of the
season.

*%

Beans, snap: Look
for small seeds inside
straight, fleshy pods. If
you can see large seeds
through the skin than
the beans are probably
too old. Avoid beans with
dry-looking, rusty, wilted
or damaged pods.

%%

Broccoli, Brussels
Sprouts, Cauliflower:
Look for tightly com-
pacted flower clusters on
broccoli and cauliflower;
and compact, uniform
sprouts. Avoid wilted, yel-
low, or dirty heads, and
avoid loose, open sprouts
or those that are yellow or
pale green.

%%

Cabbage and head let-

tuce: Look der tips;
for  firm - -!J TAKE avoid
compact ' wilted,
heads that THE tough
are heavy or over-
for  their HiNT ly large
size. On leaves.
leaf let- KAREN il
tuce, choose TRAINOR Corn
unwilted, on the
compact, c ob:
crisp-looking compact Choose for well-filled cobs
plants. with plump, straight rows
il of kernels. Avoid large,
Carrots: Look for wrinkled kernels.

deep orange colored and
smooth skinned roots.
Avoid carrots with pur-
ple or green shoulders or
pale in color, or ones with
forked or crooked roots.
Oversized roots usually
mean they are woody. If
tops are still attached on
carrots, they should be
fresh.

*%

Celery: Choose large,
firm stalks with uniform
stalk and a white bot-
tom. Avoid spindly, wilted
stalks.

*%

Chard: Look for fresh,
dark green leaves with
bright, tender stalks.
Avoid wilted, poorly col-
ored leaves.

*%

Collards and Kkale:
Check for tender, green,
full-sized leaves with ten-

*%

Cucumbers: Pick long,
slender cukes that are
medium to dark green.

%%

Peppers: Look for firm,
darkly colored fruit with
uniform size, color, and
number of lobes. Avoid
wrinkled or shriveled
ones or fruits that are
sunburned (contrasting
color spots).

%%

Radishes: Choose medi-
um-sized, firm, crisp
roots. Avoid wilted or
soft roots or those with
growth cracks or insect
damage. Oversized roots
will be pithy. Sunburned
crowns are also not desir-
able.

* %
Summer squash:
Choose ones that are
uniform in size, color,

and shape. Avoid large
fruits (over mature)
or ones with scarred
skins, missing stems, or
that are soft or wilting.
* *
Tomatoes: Look for
smooth skinned, firm
fruits with uniform
color. Avoid fruits with
growth splits, sun scald,
or overripe (soft) fruits.
* *

Apples: Choose firm,
well-colored fruit that
feels crisp.

* *
Blueberries: Pick plump,
firm, deep blue berries
with their natural waxy
silver coating.

*%

Cantaloupe: Look for
a smooth shallow base;
thick, coarse, corky net-
ting that stands out from
skin. Should yield slight-
ly when pressed on non-
stem end and have the

slight scent of cantaloupe.
*%

Cherries: Should
be dark in color,
glossy, plump, with
fresh looking stems.
* *

Nectarines: Fruit should
be plump, slightly soft
along “seam”; either
orange-yellow or greenish
betweenred-blushedareas
depending on variety.

* *

Oranges: Choose firm
oranges, heavy for its
size; smooth-textured,
with bright-looking skin.
*%

Peaches: Should be
somewhat firm, becom-
ing slightly soft; red with
creamy, orangy base color.
% *

Pears: Look for firm fruit,
just barely beginning to
soften. Bartletts: pale to
rich yellow; Boscs: green
to brown yellow.

E

Pumpkin: Look for a
pumpkin with an even
orange hue. Give it a
thump; if it sounds hol-
low, it is ripe and ready
to be picked. Look for
hard skin and a hard
stem. Leave several
inches of stem when
you harvest a pump-
kin. Doing so will slow
down the rotting process
*%

Watermelon: Should be
symmetrical with bright
green rind with a creamy
yellow underside. Choose
a watermelon that’s
heavy for its size.

* *
Win Dinner for Two at the
Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick

House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
(or whenever enough sub-
missions are received)
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share
them with readers of
Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions
and/or hints to: Take the
Hint!, C/othe Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner
for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

Estate jewelry, gOZd diamonds, and gold watches

We’ve neared the top
of our top 10 list with
number 2 today, which is
estate jewelry, gold, dia-
monds, gold watches.

T'll start by discussing

estate jewelry, vintage

and antique jewel-
ry. Estate jewelry
is generally meant
to be any jewelry
that was previously
owned regardless
of age. Antique
jewelry uses the
same timeframe
as most antiques,

around $1,400
per ounce as
of July 5. With
gold, the num-
ber of karats
indicates is
purity. 10k gold
is 41.7 percent
gold, 14k is 58.3
percent gold,

that they must be  ANTIQUES, 18k is 75 per-

100 years or older. cent gold, and

Some consider any COLLECTIBLES 24Kk is 99.9 per-

jewelry less than cent (or near-

100 years old to be | ng.E.STf“:ES. . ly pure gold).

vintage. Others say Gold price is
WAYNE TUISKULA

it must be at least
50 years old while
others consider 20-
or 30-year-old jewelry to
be vintage. Some nicely
designed, scarce, signed
costume jewelry brooch-
es have sold in the low
thousands of dollars but
T'll be discussing jewel-
ry with precious metals
and gemstones in this
column.

As with coins, the gold
or platinum is worth at
least the scrap value of
the metals. Platinum jew-
elry is typically 85 to 95
percent platinum with
the rest being alloys.
The platinum price is

well over dou-
ble the price of
platinum as I
write this at $3,346.50.

While gold and plat-
inum prices are strong,
diamond prices have been
declining. Reasons being
cited are fewer weddings,
less demand for luxury
goods, and lower demand
in China. The biggest rea-
son for the decline though
is the decreased price
of lab-grown diamonds.
Reports show lab grown
diamonds have dropped
in price between 75 and
85 percent over a 10-year
period.

There are several fac-

LLETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Yet again, a writer from Dudley has
given his opinion. This time, using my
name specifically on multiple occa-
sions. I take it he’s upset with me, my
opinions, and my freedom of speech.

Let’s first get to USAID.

He says he can provide way too
many examples of what he considers
legitimate spending, and yes, I could do
the same with what I consider waste. All
of this would be a matter of opinion for
each individual. Shuttering the agency
would keep people’s tax dollars, that we
are all forced to pay, from being used on
things they would rather not support.
He is free to send in charitable dona-
tions to any cause he does support.

He, ironically, as brought up before,
opposes tax breaks for the rich, but
would send our tax dollars to the ultra-
rich Harvard University, who has an un
taxable endowment fund ,and this time
brings up a company (Edesia) who, in
2023 received a $137 million donation
from Jeff Bezos, with a stipulation he
would match every $10 million after
that. They are of course a nonprofit
agency that enjoys tax exempt status. I
may be wrong, but I would guess Jeff
Bezos used every tax break he could
claim, and without such, many of the
causes our writer claims to support,
would sooner or later, go by the wayside.
But TDS does not allow him to think

properly, long term.

He should also go to the Web site for
this paper and check the archive sec-
tion for my statements. Due process:
Our legal system revolves around it,
our Constitution demands it: I will not
argue against it! Many of the people
he refers to had their hearings before
a judge,and were given deportation
orders. That was their due process. If
they chose to ignore those orders, then

Yet again

coming here. Being from another coun-

try is not permission to break the laws.
Any reputable attorney will tell you
ignorance of the law is not innocence, it
is, as it states, ignorance.

Our writer conveniently sidestepped

the fact our last administration deport-

hold?

ed more than our current one. I will
ask him now. How do you think they
achieved that?

The same agencies, officers, and
many of the same tactics. Except they
lied about all of it. But TDS has blind-
ed you to that. So in your response,
which I fully expect if you truly, honest-
ly believe what is happening is wrong,
calling Trump inhumane is something
I would expect. Can you also call Joe
Biden a real dirt bag for doing it at a
greater number and then trying to cover
it up? Or will TDS continue to have a

Now the hypotehtical!

A prominent Democrat politician
suggests any Trump supporter should
be black listed. Fired from their jobs,
bank accounts suspended, no voting
rights, no freedom of speech, etc., etc.

And another suggests deprogram-
ming, i.e. round them all up and send
them off to re-education camps to
change their thinking.

Oh, wait! This is not hypothetical,
either; it did happen. AOC and Hillary
Clinton actually suggested such things.

So yes, I can imagine being surrounded

yes, they should have thought about the
possible consequences involved before

by SUV’s, being pulled from my vehicle
by masked men and hauled off to who
knows where. Simply because I exer-
cised my right to vote for the candidate
of my choice. Are you truly and hon-
estly against such things happening,
and able to call them both lunatics for
suggesting something like that? Or does
TDS prevent that also?
Ilook forward to your answers.

JOHN GIAQUINTO
DUDLEY

tors to consider if you are
selling precious metals or
diamonds. Most of us are
familiar with the 4 Cs of
diamonds; cut, clarity,
color and carat weight.
The size, weight, age,
percentage of gold, and
design all play a factor in
gold jewelry value.
Auction has proven to
be a great method to sell
gold jewelry, watches, and
other valuables, especial-
ly when you are unsure
of its value. In 2021, we
sold a Rolex Oyster per-
petual wristwatch with
box for $3,600. Last year
we auctioned an antique
14K gold necklace with

three black opals and two
mine cut diamonds for
over $11,000. In October
2024, an 18K gold Tiffany
& Co. necklace with
green tourmaline stones
brought $27,600 in one of
our auctions. In 2016 we
sold a three and a half
carat diamond ring for
$30,000.

Although diamonds
may have lost a little
of their sparkle, gold is
shining brighter than
ever making fine jewelry
prices remain strong.

We will be offering gold
jewelry, some with dia-
monds, in our fall/winter
sale. We continue to work

on a Civil War auction,
Laurel and Hardy mem-
orabilia auction, and will
be announcing another
major auction soon. We
also continue to accept
consignments for future
sales. Please visit our
Web site, https://central-
massauctions.com, for
links to upcoming events.
Contact us to consign
items or for auction
information at: Wayne
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique,
Collectibles Auctions and
Appraisal Services info@
centralmassauctions.
com or (508-612-6111).

Applied Faith

Everybody has saying, “I Kknow
dreams they wish POSITIVELY it’lll happe‘I‘l”—it:s
they could accom- saying, Here’s
plish. It could be to  SPEAKING  how I'm making
find the perfect job, it happen.” Even
an ideal partner, or TOBY small steps become
a beautiful home. MOORE  gcts of faith. Faith

Launching a busi-
ness, scoring the
game-winning shot, or
maybe even standing on
stage with the crowd roar-
ing. Dreams are a part
of being human, and we
all know there’s a big dif-
ference between dream-
ing and doing. Between
wishful thinking and
what Napoleon Hill called
“Applied Faith.”

He thought that most
people have a passive
hope when it comes to
their dreams. They wish
for better circumstances
but never move toward
them. They believe, sort
of—but they don’t demon-
strate that belief by tak-
ing action. It’s like saying
you trust the parachute
but still refusing to jump.

Those who achieve
extraordinary results
don’t just wish—they
move. They practice
applied faith. That means
they believe so strong-
ly in the outcome that
they start living like it’s
already on the way. That
kind of faith doesn’t sit
still. It works.

Hill thought that
applied faith is not some-
thing you have or don’t
have; it’s something
you grow, like a muscle.
So, how do you develop
applied faith?

It starts here: have
absolute belief in your
definite purpose. Not a
vague hope but a precise,
focused goal that sets
your soul on fire. Once
you lock in a purpose that
you’re passionate about,
you’ll find it much easi-
er to take the following
steps.

Build a plan. Faith
needs a blueprint. It
requires a calendar, a
checklist, and a schedule.
Applied faith isn’t just

without a plan is
just fantasy, but
faith with a plan—that’s
how dreams take form.

Next, you need to take
immediate action despite
uncertainties. Waiting
for the perfect moment
is  wishful thinking
because that moment
never arrives. Move for-
ward while the path is
still foggy. Every step
you take—even the wob-
bly ones—sends a mes-
sage that you're serious.
Courage isn’t the absence
of uncertainty; it’s the
decision to act despite
uncertainty.

You're going to suffer
defeats and setbacks, but
even when the storm hits,
keep going. That’s when
the real test shows up—
not when everything’s
smooth, but when your
plans hit a wall when
doors close, and when
nothing seems to be work-
ing. Most people quit
there. But applied faith
says, ‘“This is just part
of the process.” It doesn’t
crumble under pres-
sure—it doubles down.

Temporary defeat isn’t
afailure. It’s feedback. It’s
training. It’s proof that
you’re on the field. Stay
in the game, and your
breakthrough will come.

It’s crucial to surround
yourself with believers
and supporters. Faith
multiplies in the pres-
ence of people who see
your vision, even when
it’s just a seed. You don’t
need a crowd, just a few
who remind you of your
capabilities. Doubters
drain you. But believers?
They lift you. Applied
faith grows stronger in

the company of good peo-
ple.

Faith needs fuel. Read
scripture or uplifting
books. Watch videos of
people who’ve walked
through fire and come
out shining. Listen to
podcasts that keep the
fire burning inside. Put
quotes on your bathroom
mirror. Fill your space
with reminders that
your dream is on the way.
When doubt knocks, let
inspiration answer the
door.

Express gratitude as if
success is already yours.
Speak it out loud—daily,
confidently—as if the
breakthrough has already
happened. Say things
like, “I'm so thankful for
the opportunities lining
up for me right now,”
or “It feels so good to be
living in alignment with
my calling.” Begin each
morning with, “Thank
you for letting me achieve
my dream.”

Gratitude doesn’t wait
for results—it calls them
forward.

When you apply faith
directly, something pow-
erful happens—doubt dis-
appears. Fear dissolves
and transforms into cour-
age. And the obstacles?
They start to look like
stepping stones.

Applied faith doesn’t
sit around hoping things
work out. It expects suc-
cess and plans accord-
ingly. It’s not blind opti-
mism; it’s belief with a
backbone.

The next time you
catch yourself dreaming,
turn that vision into a
plan. Turn that plan into
action. And back it all
with unshakable faith—
not the kind that waits
for a miracle, but the kind
that moves like the mira-
cle’s already on its way.
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Frederick T. Manzi, 73

WEBSTER -
Frederick T. “Freddy”
Manzi, 73, passed
away after a brief
illness in Webster
Manor, July 2, 2025
with his wife at his
side.

He is survived
by his loving and
devoted wife of 53 years, Carol D.
(Kaczynski) Manzi; 2 sisters, Catherine
M. Ceppetelli of Webster and Jane
M. Quinlen and her husband Patrick
Quinlen, Esq. of Cranston, RI; many
cherished nephews and nieces. He was
preceded in death by his close friend
and brother-in-law, Charles “Chuck”
Ceppetelli.

He was born on November 21, 1951 in
Worcester the son of Frederick J. and
Anita J.

(Wylegala) Manzi and was a life-
long and deeply connected resident of
Webster. He was a proud 1969 alumnus
of the final class of seniors to gradu-
ate from Saint Louis High School and
graduated from Brom’s Barber College
in Worcester.

Following in his father’s footsteps,
Freddy joined the family business and

operated Manzi’s Barbershop on Main
Street in Webster for 50 years, retiring
on December 31, 2017. He was an avid
fan of the Boston Red Sox and loved
talking sports with his friends and cus-
tomers.

Freddy had a great passion for music
and attended many concerts. He
enjoyed the ocean, especially vacation-
ing in Old Orchard Beach each sum-
mer. He also took great pride in his
Italian heritage.

The family would like to thank the
staff of Webster Manor for their com-
passionate care of Fred in his final
days. He will be remembered for his
warmth, loyalty, and the deep love he
held for his family. Freddy will be dear-
ly missed by all who knew him.

A funeral service was held at 11:00
AM, on Tuesday, July 8, in Scanlon
Funeral Service, 38 East Main Street
Webster. Burial will follow in Calvary
Cemetery, Dudley. Visitation took place
on Monday, July 7 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM
in the funeral home. Donations in his
memory may bemadetothe Community
Cat Connection, 289 Thompson Road or
to the Webster Manor Activity Fund,
745 School Street, both Webster, MA
01570. www.websterfunerals.com

Richard L (Dick) Orsini, 83

Richard L (Dick)
Orsini, age 83,
of Dudley died
Wednesday, July 2,
2025 at Harrington
Memorial Hospital
with his loving fami-
ly at his side. Richard
was born December 1,
1941 in Southbridge.
He is the son of the late Antonio and
the late Mary(Martino) Orsini. He was
predeceased by his brother A. Robert
Orsini.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years
Barbara (Dellomo) Orsini two sons:
Richard L. Orsini Jr. (Charlene) of
Flower Mound, TX and David Orsini of
Dudley and his brother Leonard Orsini
(Eloise) of Burlington, MA

Beloved Grandfather to Jillian M.
Conant (Joshua), Matthew D. Orsini
(Kathryn) Rebecca Baldyga (Brandon)
and Devon Orsini. Great Grandfather
to David, Travis, Arianna, Colton,
Finnegan, Myles, Graham, Ruth and
Lucy.

Hewasemployed by American Optical
as Plant Engineer for many years,
also worked at Genpak Corporation,

Cranston Print, Spirol International,
Triangle PWC, Al's Antique Auto
Restoration, and Sturbridge Auto Body.
He owned and operated Dick’s Guns &
Ammo and Dick’s Consignment Shop.

Member of Knights of Columbus
Council 228 where he served as
Financial Secretary and Grand Knight,
and of John Cardinal Wright Assembly
where he served as Worthy Navigator.
He was also a State District Deputy.
Former Captain of the Dudley Police
Auxiliary and Special Police Officer.

Dick was very proud of his family
and loved hosting family gatherings.
He was an avid ballroom dancer, com-
petitive target pistol shooter, loved long
motorcycle rides with Barbara, restor-
ing antique autos and attending car
shows.

A Mass of Christian burial will be
held 11:00 am on Wednesday, July 9
at St. Anthony of Padua Church, 24
Dudley Hill Rd., Dudley. Burial will
follow in Corbin Cemetery

Calling hours will be Wednesday,
July 9 from 9:30-10:30 at Bartel Funeral
Home, 33 Schofield Avenue, Dudley,
MA. www.bartelfuneralhome.com
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Rome for an important
meeting, became a mes-
senger of their faith and
a symbol of their friend-
ship. Upon his return, he
made a very special visit
to Sr. Jeanne’s classroom,
where he shared photos
of his time with Pope
Francis and described
the joy of presenting the
children’s cards. As an
added surprise, he pre-
sented each student with
arosary blessed personal-
ly by the Holy Father — a
gift they would treasure
forever.

Shortly after this joyful
exchange, news arrived
that Pope Francis was
hospitalized. Once again,
Sr. Jeanne’s fourth-grad-
er students sprang into
prayerful action, not out
of obligation, but out
of a deep belief in the
power of their prayers.
Each student created a
“get-well” card, assur-
ing the Holy Father of
their prayers and care.
With great devotion, the
students also commit-
ted to praying three Hail
Mary’s every hour each
school day for his heal-

in Rome, arranged for
the get-well cards to be
hand-delivered directly to
Pope Francis.

In a spirit of contin-
uous love and faithful-
ness, just this past April,
the students created
another round of beau-
tiful cards to celebrate
Pope Francis’s 12th
anniversary as leader
of the Catholic Church.
Although the class was
deeply saddened to learn
that the Holy Father
passed away just days
before the cards were
expected to arrive, they
trusted that their prayers
and congratulations were
already known to his lov-
ing heart now in heaven.

At Saint Joseph School,
these “little missionar-
ies” have long been ded-
icated to service proj-
ects, prayer campaigns,
and creative outreach
that have touched lives
both near and far. This
year’s journey with Pope
Francis has taught them
something extraordi-
nary: that their unwaver-
ing dedication to simple
acts of kindness, prayer,
and love can reach across
oceans, touch the heart of
the Church, and remind

Therefore, the stu-
dents, led by Sr. Jeanne
Marie Akalski, launched
a unique project that
invites the entire Webster
community to take part
in something beautiful:
a mission of prayer and
hope inspired by Pope
Francis.

This coming fall, in
the school hallway, a life-
sized cardboard cutout of
Pope Francis will stand
next to two brightly deco-
rated boxes. One box will
be for prayer petitions
from the public, and the
other will collect heart-
felt letters the students
will write to Pope Francis
“in Heaven.” The idea is
simple yet powerful: chil-
dren offering to pray for
others, thereby keeping
the spirit of Pope Francis
alive in their school and
beyond.

“We want our students
to see themselves as peo-
ple who can make a differ-
ence — even in small ways
like prayer,” Sr. Jeanne
shared. “They’re learn-
ing that even as children,
they can be missionaries
of hope.”

Everyone in the com-
munity is welcome to par-

ing. By God’s providence,
Mr. Dziena, knowing an
archbishop at the Vatican

wiw.StonebridgePress.com

the world of the precious
faith of children.

ticipate.  Parishioners,
families, and neighbors
are invited to submit

their intentions by drop-
ping them off or mailing
them to the designated
location. These will then
be placed in the prayer
box and lovingly included
in the daily prayers of
the students. The project
will continue annually
with new groups of stu-
dents, establishing a last-
ing tradition of faith and
service at Saint Joseph
School.

Their joyful project
stands as a beautiful
testimony of the bond
between the young and
the shepherd who cared
so deeply for them.

As Sr. Jeanne Marie
shared with the students,
“Your prayers and love
were the real gift to Pope
Francis — and now, from
his place in heaven, he
continues to bless each
of you.”

For those wishing to
send prayer petitions or
support this mission of
hope, correspondence
may be directed to:

LittleMissionaries with
Big Hearts: Continuing
Pope Francis’s Legacy

c/o Sr. Jeanne Marie
Akalski

Saint Joseph School

47 Whitcomb St.

Webster, MA 01570

Worcester.

LEGALS

“America the
Beautiful in Song

and Stories” at
Worcester Public

Library

WORCESTER — The Worcester Talking Book
Library proudly hosts musician David Polansky on
Saturday, July 12, from 2-3 p.m. in the Saxe Room at
Worcester Public Library. Polansky will perform his
program “America the Beautiful in Song and Stories”.
David not only leads you in this musical tribute to
the Land of the Free and our veterans, but also tells
stories about the inspiration of some of America’s
most beloved patriotic pieces. You’ll enjoy such pieces
as “Grand Old Flag,” “Tipperary,” “White Cliffs of
Dover,” “Wing and a Prayer;,” “Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boy,” and many more! This program is free and open
to the public.

Polansky is an accomplished trumpet player in
constant demand throughout the New England area.
He holds degrees in Psychology and Music Education,
has taught in colleges and public schools, and has
appeared as a guest lecturer at education conferences
throughout the country. He is the consummate enter-
tainer whether his audience consists of preschoolers
or adults. Using trumpet, keyboard, and vocals, he calls
on an encyclopedic repertoire of standards and origi-
nal music to wow his lucky listeners. He has worked
with such legends as Arthur Fiedler, Ray Bolger,
Sandler and Young, Phyllis Diller, and The Platters,
composed and arranged music for the Tommy Dorsey
Band, Amherst Ballet Theatre Company, Pearl Bailey,
Springfield Symphony and many more. He has written
extensively for musical theater, symphony orchestras,
and small ensembles.

Worcester Public Library is located at 3 Salem Sq.,

DUDLEY CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
Public Hearing Notice
A Public Hearing will be held at the
Dudley Municipal Complex, 71 West
Main Street in Dudley, MA at 6:15 PM
on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 to con-
sider a Notice of Intent of work in a
buffer zone for the property located at
Map 209-006, O Dresser Hill RD for
the proposed construction of a portion
of a driveway in a buffer zone.
This is a Public Hearing under the
requirements of G.L. CH. 131 §40,
as amended. Plans are available at
the Conservation Commission’s office
at the Dudley Municipal Complex on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00-
3:00 PM. For more information, call
508-949-8011.
July 11, 2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 001962
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Laura L. Fasshauer

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
Selene Finance LP

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Dudley, numbered 4 Wysocki
Drive, Unit 25, Phase lll, Stonegate
Condominiums, given by Laura L.
Fasshauer to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as nomi-
nee for Radius Financial Group Inc.,
dated March 20, 2020, and recorded
in the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
62099, Page 119 and now held by the
Plaintiff by assignment, has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before August
11, 2025, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on June 27, 2025.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

27961

July 11, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO25P2283GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
In the matter of:
Stephenie McCall
Of: Oxford, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons, a petition has

been filed by
Department of Developmental Serv
of Worcester, MA
in the above captioned matter alleging
that Christopher Vetter is in need of a
Guardian and requesting that
Lisa M Alberto of Milford, MA
(or some other suitable person) be ap-
pointed as Guardian to serve on the
bond.
The petition asks the court to deter-
mine that the Respondent is incapaci-
tated, that the appointment of a Guard-
ian is necessary, and that the proposed
Guardian is appropriate. The petition is
on file with this court and may contain
a request for certain specific authority.
You have the right to object to this
proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or
your attorney must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 10:00
A.M. on the return date of 07/29/2025.
This day is NOT a hearing date, but a
deadline date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you object to
the petition. If you fail to file the written
appearance by the return date, action
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition to filing
the written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take away
the above-named person’s right to
make decisions about personal af-
fairs or financial affairs or both. The
above-named person has the right to
ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer, one
may be appointed at State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 30, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
July 11, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. W025P0914GD
NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor
In the interests of
Kirra L Robataille
of Douglas, MA
Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED
PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of

a Minor by filed on 03/11/2025 by
Walter J Cavanuagh of Douglas, MA
Linda L Cavanuagh of Douglas, MA
will be held 09/15/2025 08:30 AM
Guardianship of Minor Hearing
Located Worcester Probate & Family
Court
You need to:
2. Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to
the Petition or by appearing in person
at the hearing. If you choose to file a
written response, you need to:
File the original with the Court; and
Mail a copy to all interested parties at
least five (5) business days before the
hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a
parent of the minor child who is the
subject of this proceeding you have a
right to be represented by an attorney.
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof
that you are indigent, an attorney will
be assigned to you. Your request for an
attorney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at
the court location where your case is
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing:
A minor over age 14 has the right to
be present at any hearing, unless the
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s
best interests.

ORDER TO PETITIONS
IT IS ORDERED THAT copies of the-
Notica and Petitions for Appoinmtne of
Guardian of a Minor be served in hand
on the minor, (if 14 or more years of
age and not the petitioner), the guard-
ian, the parents of minor, and any there
person if ordered by court, at least
fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing
listed above. Service must be made by
the sherrif, constable, or other person
appinted by the Court.
If service in hand cannot be accom-
plished on any interested party at least
fourteen (14) days prior to the date of
hearing listed above,
If the idenity of whereabouts of an in-
terested party is not known. IT IS FUR-
THER OFDERED THAT copies of this
Notice and Petition for Appointment of
Guardian of a Minor be served on all in-
terested persons at least fourteen (14)
dates prior to the propr to the hearing
date by first class mail and by pub-
liching a copy of the Order and Notice
one in the Southridge Evening News,
Carton pubication to be at least Seven
(7) days prior to the heaing date.
If required, service of the United States
Veteran Administration and the Depart-
ment of Childern and Families may be
accomplished by regulare mail at least
Seven (7) days prior to the hearing.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An im-
portant court proceeding that may af-
fect your rights has been scheduled.
If you do not understand this notice or
other court papers, please contact an
attorney for legal advice.
Date: June 11, 2025
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
July 11, 2025

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family
Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200
Docket No. WO25C0331CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Akiela Janina Bowers-Burgos
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by
Akiela Janina Bowers-Burgos of
Dudley MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Akiela Janina Burgos
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Worcester Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 07/22/2025. This is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appearance if
you obiject to this proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 23, 2025
Stephanie Fattman,
Register of Probate
July 10, 2025

(SEAL)

THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 25 SM 001997
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:

Thomas F. McCain

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq):

M & T Bank

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Webster, numbered 17 Pinehurst
Drive, given by Thomas F. McCain
to Manufacturers and Traders Trust
Company, dated October 17, 2022,
and recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 68447, Page 232 has/have filed
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the
United States of America, then you
may be entitled to the benefits of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If
you object to a foreclosure of the
above-mentioned property on that
basis, then you or your attorney must
file a written appearance and answer in
this court at Three Pemberton Square,
Boston, MA 02108 on or before August
18, 2025, or you may lose the opportu-
nity to challenge the foreclosure on the
ground of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice
of this Court on July 1, 2025.

Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson

Recorder

26850

July11, 2025
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Quinsigamond
Community College’s Fab
Lab has become a hub
of innovation, learning
and collaboration. Open
Monday - Friday from 9
a.m. - 4 p.m., this state-of-
the-art facility welcomes
anyone with an idea and
a desire to create. The lab
isn’t simply about access
to advanced technology;
it’s about fostering a col-
laborative learning envi-
ronment.

“My purpose is to
make the next genera-
tion more prepared,”
explained Coordinator of

Where ideas take shape

QCC'’ Fab Lab offers cutting-edge tools

Engineering Technology
Laboratories R. Webster,
who became the full-time
coordinator in the spring
of 2025.

With experience at
Apple and Petracore, and
adjunct teaching at QCC,
Webster brings both
industry knowledge and
educational passion to
the role.

The Fab Lab has a
primary focus on prac-
tical applications. The
3-D printing process has
been used for projects
such as a rear differen-
tial, a boat mounting
system for a fish-finder

and components of a jet
turbine. Participants can
test multiple iterations of
designs that mirror pro-
fessional manufacturing
processes, a process that
QCC’s engineering stu-
dents often utilize.
Projects can range
from academic to person-
al, but skills gained in the
Fab Lab can lead to pro-
fessional benefits as well.
Webster shared that local
employer SMC Inc. in
Devens has noted famil-
iarity with equipment
like the waterjet cutter,
can translate to a sub-
stantial wage increase for

new hires.

“It’s one thing to be
interested in something,
but to actually be doing
it makes all the differ-
ence,” Webster said. “All
of these machines are
directly applicable to cur-
rent industries.”

The facility maintains
close relationships with
local businesses. QCC
staff conduct regular out-
reach to ensure the lab’s
capabilities align with
workforce needs. This
connection benefits stu-
dents preparing to enter
the job market, as well
as companies looking for

skilled employees.

“I gained both techni-
cal and soft skills here,”
said engineering stu-
dent and Fab Lab assis-
tant Abigail Gumlaw,
who came to QCC after
technical high school
with experience working
in a machine shop.

“T'velearned to manage
expectations and commu-
nicate effectively—skills
I never developed in pure-
ly technical settings,” she
said.

Majoring in robotics
engineering and com-
puter science, Gumlaw
plans to transfer to WPI

and credits the lab with
providing daily learning
opportunities.

“TI get to apply theoret-
ical concepts in practical
ways,” she added.

From vinyl printing
and screen printing to
embroidery machines,
the lab also supports cre-
ative projects alongside
technical ones.

“You can make any-
thing; the only limit is
your imagination,” said
Gumlaw.

For more information,
visit QCC.edu/FabLab.

FH REAL ESTATE GROUP

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want
Your Listings!

* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

Y —=
hope20wn.com > - _ WEBSTER - 11 PARKRD. *
508.943.4333 ./ -4 Location ~ Location!! MASSIVE TWO FAMILY! Off the\beaﬁ

en path, on a rarely traveled side road! Feels like a farawayi
place/close by! Each apartment boasts 1,372 SF+/- of living
area ~ theist floor Apt has 6 Rms, 4 BRs & Full Bath & the
2nd Floor Apt has 6 Rms, 3 BRs & Full Bath. Updated Boilers
w/ Hot Water Storage Tanks provides HWBB Heat by Natural
Gas. Garage-under. $510,000

Starnon Pelletien - Owner Broloer
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

;\ WEBSTER - 24 COOPERRD ﬂ\

K

NEW CONSTRUCTION Craftsman Style Homek

- Tucked away on Cooper Rd, Webster Lake w/

- Access at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp. 3rd of
”‘5“ 4 Homes being built at this Site. Offers 2,155
S SF+/- of Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths

| 9’ Ceilings. Open Concept Plan. Wood FIoorlng
Throughout w/Ceramic Tile Floors in the 2-1/2

: l  Baths. Spacious Main BR Suite w/Walk-in Clos-
| et & Private Full Bath w/5" Tiled Shower, Dou-
- ble-Sink Vanity! Lower level walkout w/Slider.
= L Basement-rough plumbed for future expansion.
S - FHA Heat & Gentral AC! Garage. $649,900.
WEBSTER
18 GRAYSTONE AVE

o Welcome to this “CLASSIC CAPE”
i offering the perfect blend of modern
#l amenities. Recently remodeled open
& concept kitchen living room & dining
@ area featuring granite countertops,
new flooring & recent appliances. Up-
dates include roof, windows, doors,
Roth oil tank & Hot Water Heater
(2021). New heating system in 2023.
ann This is @ “GEM” Possibility of a 4th
“&4 bedroom/home office. 1 car under

$405,000

Webster Lake
Waterfront

88 Union Point

.| Excellent  opportunity!
| Natural Western Facing

Shoreline- Beautiful Sun-

sets - Views of Middle to

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT -

(D Suug Hearbor Yella) O STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
X ) WEBSTER LAKE ¢ X 1640’ FRONTAGE 11 61 AGHES' WATERFRUNT LAND
i WATERFRONT LISTING! ' | [

1640’ direct waten‘ront on Cedar Lake! Secluded11 61 Acres - Pristine, Undeveloped, Private
& Serene! Potential for up to 5 house lots! 119’ roadfront w/Gravel Drive Access to Land &
Lake! 183 + Cedar Lake is full recreational- A Once i na Lifetime Opportunity! $899,000

C’ ) WEBSTER- 4 PERRYVILLERD

“ That Cozy “I'm so Happy to be Home” \
i8 - Vibe! Move In Ready.Updated Kitch- “L
en wj/stainless appliances. Formal
=9 Dining Rm, Living Rm.(18x13) Great Rm. 3+
! BRS & full updated Bath w/Tub. Classic hard-
wood floors, rounded archways.. wood burn-
ing fireplace.Quality Owens-Corning finished
= Dbasement system with 3 large LL rooms &
2nd Full Bath w/Shower, kitchen area w/cab-
inets & refrigerator. Morton Barn Style Garage
w/open lean-to-roof. .39 acre +/- cleared lot
w/179’ Rd Front! $435,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST' THIS 4000+/- SF ** THE VIL
LA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS
> Custom Built w/Special Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites
w/private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront location provides
exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle Pond, a boat dock, & full recrea-
tion activities like swimming, fishing, kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your
Boat ;-) ! Perfect setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacular
Seasons! It's more than a home - it's a Life Style! NEW PRICE $1,150,000

SORRY, SOLD!
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT!

15 GEDAR POINT RD

- 100+/- feet of Pris-
- tine, Sandy Shoreline!

Webater Lake Wiaterjront Lots
Butes Point R

In Beautiful, Calm, éuter. (ove
Lot# 1003R Natural Level Shore line
3800 +/- Sq Ft $180,000 SORRY SOLD!

8 LONG ISLAND

= Beautifully Updated Circa 1890s Classic Antique
Island Cottage, with Rare Boat House Included! Ex-
=5 tremely Unique, Clean & Well Maintained, Modern
! Conveniences w/the Charm of Yester-Year! 1,240
SF, 6 Rms, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors!

s IS i .

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc... any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

\ | | b Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Stove, Wrap-Around Boastin 6 Large ’
So P Waaront Lot g b o SR G ) Cane %5 Loth 1004R NaturalLevelShor Line
Fireplaced living room ! 2 Egg?‘&‘%’g% for Dutdoor &or Of Season Water Bedrooms,  Garage. 5000+/- Sq Ft $350,000 SORRY SOLD!

~| 12X 30 one car garage. % . Nost Important f Al > 25% Stared Ownerhip = All on a Private road Lot# 1005R Natural Level Shore line

: $660,000 SN arn Waterton Lot fo Parkig, B Docc $1,000,000 7800 +/- Sq Ft $380,000 SORRY SOLD!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

When A AUBURN/ WORCESTER LINE
. ey Realty
Experience T e *New Roof, Siding,
onna Flannery Realtor®
k- ‘ and 508-612-6771 :Nlndot‘fls
commitment Donnaflanneryrealtor.com 1.5 Baths
Matt r Donnaflannery@erakey.net *Close to HOLY Cross
e OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE College
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk NATIONAL ERA nmA;:;:’ ::Encz FOR CUSTOMER *6 Roqms * Garage
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS Jo-Ann (Nedroscik) *—;4—2~C ll ' St $395,000 — *Easy nghway Access
— 508.612.1382 L SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME : Szymczak ( Y ege . .
I// oy npmn?\l MESRealty.com Q ERAHALLOFFAME  [a,.=) Q CRS, GRI, SRES ‘ﬁ$ ReMax Vision ol
\\' Vision ) ty.com e : — 508-943-7669 - 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608 = ]
< Al il  415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562 774-230-5044  CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT]

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
R, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=

) Bob Berk 508-367-9226
Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON-
PRIVATE RESORT SPACE
e % S R e sk

*24’x24’ Indoor Heated Facilit);
*Indoor/Outdoor Pro Kennel

*29’x15” Great Room +25x30 Play Yard
*2.5 Baths *Gas Heat *40x60 Fenced Training Field
*Oak Flooring Throughout *8 Room Ranch w/ Hot Tub and
* 8 Quartz Countertop ) Inground Popl
Center Island ) 3 Bedr(?oin * Media Roqm
* Includes 2nd Buildablel Lot Centrilézl am(f;t}lgirﬁ‘ifeﬂmgs

128 Old Southbridge Rd $925,000 8 New Spencer Rd NEW PRICE $760,000

“1 SOLVE REAL ESTATE

PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell - any type!

Conrad Allen

508.400.0438

callen1995@ao| com

RE/MAX @

RE/MAX Professional Associates

Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
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From Naval Engineman to Licensed Practical Nurse

Patrick Njunge, LPN, embarks on new chapter of service and compassion

CHARLTON — Patrick
Njunge, LPN of
Worcester, a dedicat-
ed United States Naval
Engineman with a back-
ground in electrical engi-

neering, has successfully
transitioned to a career in
nursing, graduating from
the Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy in
Charlton, MA, with the

Practical Nursing Class
of 2024 and earning his
Licensed Practical Nurse
(LPN) credentials by
passing the NCLEX-PN.
Njunge’s journey into

BY BRO. JIMMY FALZONE
QUINEBAUG MASONIC LODGE

STURBRIDGE — On
July 1, the Rapscallion
Pub in Sturbridge was
an exciting evening for
a local artist. This art-
ist just happens to be a
Master Mason Brother
Clay Tull of Southbridge.
Brother Tull has been
a Mason for 4 years
now and his journey in
Freemasonry has brought
him so much joy in all
his goals and accomplish-
ments. Brother Tull has

healthcare is deeply root-
ed in personal inspira-
tion.

“One person who
inspired me to pursue
a career in nursing is
my Aunt, who worked
as a nurse for over five
decades,” Njunge shares.

His aunt’s stories of
comforting patients
during long nights, her
ability to connect with
individuals on both a
medical and emotional
level, and her lifelong
commitment to continu-
ous learning in health-
care profoundly shaped
his aspirations.

“Her passion for nurs-
ing was not a job but a
calling,” he states, “and it
instilled in me the impor-
tance of continuous
growth and education in
this field.”

During his time at Bay
Path Practical Nursing
Academy (Aug. 21, 2023
— June 21, 2024), Njunge
distinguished himself
through active partic-
ipation and academic
excellence. His activi-
ties included volunteer-
ing for Charlton Middle
School Screenings, serv-
ing on the Mock Code
Team, and being induct-
ed into the National

Technical Honor Society.
Demonstrating a strong
commitment to public
health and emergency
preparedness, he became
Certified in Dementia
Care and Mental Health
First Aid. His exceptional
skills in First Aid/CPR
were recognized at the
SkillsUSA competitions,
where he earned both a
Gold (District Champion)
and a Silver (State
Champion) medals.

Njunge’s experience
as a Naval Engineman
from 2022 to the pres-
ent (United States Naval
Service, Bremerton,
Wash.), where he is
responsible for ensuring
safety protocols, training
new sailors, and super-
vising junior person-
nel, has equipped him
with invaluable skills in
leadership, attention to
detail, and a commitment
to well-being — qualities
that seamlessly transfer
to his new nursing career.

Recalling a pivotal
moment in his nursing
education, Njunge high-
lights his first clinical
rotation in the Geriatric
ward.

“It’s a great memory
that stands out because it
was the first time I truly

Master Mason pursues his dream

been painting for many
years. Being around his
second family, his breth-
ren, and their comradery
has given him a positive
outlook on life. He can
do anything he sets his
mind to.

Brother Tull’s art
delves deep into per-
spective, inviting view-
ers to truly engage and
pay attention- sparking
a dynamic conversation
between the observer
and the artist, in each
unique painting on dis-

play. Brother Tull leaves
his creations untitled,
encouraging you to
explore the work and
assign your own titles.
Brother Tull has told me
that being a person with
high anxiety has taught
him how to talk to people
about his painting and
having conversations
to give him the confi-
dence to succeed. If you
would like to see more
of Brother Clay Tulls
artwork, paintings go on
Facebook and Instagram
just type in “Tulls

FREE MEALS FORKIDS AND TEENS

VISIT WWW.PROJECTBREAD.ORG/SUMMEREATS

Webster Public
Schools
Free Lunch for Youths
Summer 2025

Stop by our summer sites for a
free meal and fun activities!
Summer service begins July 7™!

Stop by, fill up, and have fun!

Join us for food, weely activites, giveaways, raffles, and
g entertainment at the Gladys E Kelly Library.

School.

Meals are also avaliable at Park Ave and Webster Middle

Free meal offerings are avaliable to anyone age 18 and
under. No registration required! One meal per serving
period per person. Adult meals are avaliable for $5.

Gladys E. Kelly
Library

2 Lake Street, Webster

Lunch Monday through
Thursday 12:00 to 1:00 PM
July 9" through August 14"

Park Ave Elementary
(Cafeteria)

58 Park Avenue, Webster
Lunch Monday through

Friday 11:30 - 12:00 PM
July 7" through August 14®

Webster Middle
School (Cafeteria)

75 Poland Street, Webster

Dancing Colors.” If you

would like more informa-
tion about Freemasonry

and to find a lodge near-
est you, visit our Web site
at www.massfreemason-

felt like a nurse, under-
standing the holistic
nature of patient care,”
he reflects.

He vividly remembers
connecting with a war
veteran recovering from
surgery, learning the pro-
found impact of kindness
and empathy.

“This experience
taught me the profound
impact that kindness and
empathy can have on a
patient’s healing pro-
cess,” he added.

Having previous-
ly pursued Electrical
Engineering at NIBS
College in Kenya (2013-
2017) and earning his
High School Diploma
from Elyon High School
in Kenya (2009-2012),
Njunge brings a unique
blend of technical exper-
tise, discipline, and a
heartfelt dedication to
service to the nursing
profession.

Patrick Njunge, LPN is
now ready to carry for-
ward his aunt’s legacy
of compassion, commit-
ment, and dedication,
aspiring to be a beacon of
hope in his own nursing
career and make a tan-
gible impact on people’s
lives.

ry.org

Courtesy

Brother Clay Tull is all smiles, sitting in front of one of his many paintings that was on display
at the Rapscallion Pub. Notice the different identities you can see if you let your imagination

take over. Amazing.

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

m -

Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Jewel Nile
Queen Mattress Only

$399°

N

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House

Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649°

Eer USDA regulations, all meals must be consumed on ;:l‘;il;lrll";gayltzhz‘a“l‘g;q

site. No to go meals allowed. July 7" through August 1% Crown Jewel by Sealy’ Royal Cove
U?grade - Firm or Plush (;L;ege;*Mattress Only

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for weekly PLIEEL Ol

updates, menus and activities!

FB: Webster Schools Food Service Department NO REGISTRATION C‘?gIEYBII:IAGN.IrJZE [] TEMPUR—PEDIC 2%0%%1E%

Insta: @webster_food_service

0 PROJECT BREAD

OR|.D. REQUIRED

LAYAWAY" « FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL" « FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE"

SUNDEEN
FURNITURE

“Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

Contact the Webster Schools
Office of Food Services at
508-943-0104 ext 40016 for
any questions.

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon-Wed. 9:30 AM-6 PM
Thurs=Fri. 9:30 AM-7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM-6 PM/Sun. 11 AM-5PM

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF
ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY

EDUCATION
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