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Spencer Rescue Squad completes transition

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER — The
Spencer Rescue Squad has
officially completed its tran-
sition into the Spencer Fire
and Emergency Services,

to municipal management

since 1959, Spencer Rescue
and Emergency Squad
closed their doors and
their last run completed
just before the turnover. At
midnight President Vincent
Cloutier turned over the

ending more than 65 years
as a nonprofit emergency

keys to the building to Town
Administrator Jeff Bridges,”

medical service.

As of July 1, the Squad
now serves as a municipal
division of the Spencer Fire
and Emergency Services.
The service made the deci-
sion to donate all of its
assets, including its Bixby
Road facility, to the Town
of Spencer for the low price
of $1. Squad employees
are joining the department
along with anticipated new
hires at the new Spencer
EMS.

Spencer Fire &
Emergency Services posted
on social media a little after
midnight on July 1 confirm- g
ing the ceremonial turning —
over of the keys.
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the post read. “At 12:01
Spencer EMS is serving the
community as a division
under the Fire Department.
Without the Board of
Directors forethought and
generous donation of all
the assets to the Town this
would not be possible.”
The Spencer Rescue
Squad had previously post-
ed a message to the public
on its page on the town
website acknowledging the
impending change.
= “For the past 68 years,
the Spencer Rescue Squad
~—— — | has been honored to serve
this community. We sin-
cerely thank our employees,
volunteers, board mem-
bers, and residents for their
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“Tonight, after serving
the community of Spencer

Spencer-East Brooktield
Superintendent will not
seek new contract

SPENCER — Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District
Superintendent Paul Haughey announced today that he will not seek a
successor contract at the conclusion of his current term, which ends on
June 30, 2027.

The early announcement gives the School Committee a full year to plan
and conduct a comprehensive search for the district’s next educational
leader, ensuring a stable and structured transition.

“Serving the towns of Spencer and East Brookfield has been the high-
light of my career,” said Haughey. “I am making this announcement now
to give our School Committee ample time to find the right leader for our
next chapter. Over the next year, my absolute priority remains guiding
our schools, supporting our educators, and ensuring our students have
everything they need to thrive.”

During the remaining tenure, Superintendent Haughey will continue to
oversee all district operations, academic programming, and strategic goals
while collaborating with school leadership to prepare for the transition.

Members of the Spencer Rescue Squad ceremonially turn the keys to their Bixby Road facility to the town.

Courtesy  steady support, generosity,
Turn To TRANSITION page A8

Registration open for
Brookfields Lions Club
Golf Tournament

NORTH BROOKFIELD — Registration is now
open for the 2026 Brookfields Lions Club golf tour-
nament, according to event chair, Marc Kokansky.

The annual event is taking place on Saturday,
Aug. 22 at the Quail Hollow Country Club, 1822
Old Turnpike Rd., Oakham. The four-person scram-
ble tournament begins with registration at 12 p.m.,
followed by a 1 p.m. shotgun start.

The entry fee is $100 per golfer, which includes
18 holes of golf, cart, skins competition, closest-to-
the-pin contests, and a meal following the tourna-
ment at Quail Hollow Country Club.

Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the
Brookfields Lions Club’s charitable programs and
community service projects throughout the area.
Through fundraising events such as this tourna-

ment, the club supports local organizations and
individuals while carrying out the Lions’” mission of
serving those in need.

To register a team or obtain additional informa-
tion, contact Marc Kokansky at 508-847-9843.
Registration is open now through August 15.

As the world’s largest, youngest and most active
service organization, the mission of Lions Clubs
International is to empower volunteers to serve their
communities, meet humanitarian needs, encourage
peace, and promote international understanding.
Members of the Brookfields Lions Club are ded-
icated to service and support in the communities
of Brookfield, East Brookfield, North Brookfield,
West Brookfield, and New Braintree.

Amateur Radio Club participates in annual Field Day

BY JASON BLEAU Common including gener- unless they find out where and things like this help to tunity to educate those who want to learn more
CORRESPONDENT ators, antennas and radio they’re needed and that’s make that possible.” who wanted to learn more about the Quaboag Valley
stations and spent a full day =~ where we step in,” said Ser. Overall, the Field Day about radio communication ~Amateur Radio Club can

WEST BROOKFIELD  and night, communicating Club President Ken proved to be another big and possibly take up the visit qvarc.com.
— While technology has  with fellow operators from Miller echoed this reality —success as well as an oppor-  hobby themselves. Those
certainly come a long way other clubs not only brush- noting how all the radios at

since the days of analog ing up on their skills but the Field Day were not pow-
radio, the art of this form also simulating how they ered by traditional sources
of traditional radio com- would work to maintain of electricity, but rather por-
munication remains alive communication if an emer- table ones. He also stressed

through clubs across the gency were to strike. the importance of this annu-
country, including locally Howard Ser, a mem- al day of practice to prove
with the Quaboag Valley ber of the Quaboag Valley to officials in Washington,
Amateur Radio Club. Amateur Radio Club, D.C. that their radio bands

On June 27, members explained that while many should remain reserved for
of the club came together might believe radio com- any emergency.
for the biggest annual ham  munication is unnecessary “The practice is getting

and amateur radio on-air thanks to modern technol- here, setting

event in the country, the ogy like cell phones, it’s and doing all this out in the
American Radio Relay the only type of long-range field. It’s not in your house

League (ARRL) Field Day. communication that could or garage, it’s

But this wasn’t the radio survive a major weather whatever is available to you
many use every day that or emergency event that to deploy antennas and use
they tune into in their cars. impacts power systems and ~ batteries and generators.
This involved radio opera- cell towers making it essen- We have redundancies,”
tors literally going into the tial for national safety and Miller said. “If we’re not
field to simulate an emer- security. active and we’re not using
gency radio scenario and “Without  emergency the spectrum we have allot-
communicating with each communications lives can ted to us there’s a good
other from states and even be lost, property can be chance they look at that and

up antennas,

using trees or

countries away. lost, there’s a lot of dan- they redesignate it for some

Operators set up camp  ger out there. You can’t get  other service so it’s import-

on the West Brookfield first responders to respond ant to keep the bands active  June 27.

Jason Bleau

Members of the Quaboag Valley Amateur Radio Club man their posts for the annual Field Day on
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Lions Clubs seeks to launch new Warren club
through Community Service “Carnival”

WARREN — The pub-
lic is invited to experience
the service, fellowship, and
community spirit of Lions
Clubs at the upcoming
Lions Service “Carnival”
on Saturday, July 18 from
10 am. to 4 p.m. at the
St. Stanislaus Polish Club,
2270 Main St., West
Warren, in conjunction with
the Ware Lions.

The  family-friendly
event will showcase the
many ways Lions Clubs
serve their communities
while offering a day of fun
activities, food, and enter-
tainment for all ages.

Visitors will have the
opportunity to learn about
Lions Club membership
and community service

programs, as well as par-
ticipate in free eye screen-
ings. Children can enjoy a
bounce house and games,
while complimentary
refreshments —including
snow cones, cotton candy,
popcorn, hot dogs, and
water— will be available for
children while supplies last.
of

A highlight the

day will be a Cornhole
Tournament  beginning
at noon. Registration and
warm-up activities start at
11 am. The entry fee is
$20 per person, with cash
prizes awarded to top com-
petitors. Participants may
register in advance through
the Scoreholio app or sign
up on the day of the tour-
nament.

All proceeds from the
tournament will benefit
local veterans.

“This event is a way we
can make the community
aware of what the Lions
have to offer the commu-
nity, and it is also part of
a membership drive with
the hopes of starting a

new club in Warren,” said
Curt Jameson, past district
governor of Lions Clubs
District 33A and chair of
the event.

The event is open to the
public and admission is free.
For more information, con-
tact Jameson at curt6203@
gmail.com.

Derek Mahoney of Leicester named to University of Rhode Island Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of Rhode Island is
pleased to announce that Derek Mahoney of Leicester has
been named to its Spring 2026 Dean’s List.

To be included on the Dean’s List, full-time students

| GREENDALE

must have completed 12 or more credits for letter grades
which are GPA applicable during a semester and achieved
at least a 3.30 through 3.79 grade point average. Part-time
students qualify with the accumulation of 12 or more cred-

its for letter grades which are GPA applicable earn-

ing at least a 3.30 through 3.79 grade point average.

Students named to the Dean’s List represent
nearly all of Rhode Island’s cities and towns, all six
New England states, New York and New Jersey,
and many other states and countries.

About the University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is a diverse and
dynamic community whose members are connect-

Abigail Radebaugh named to
President’s List at Plymouth State University

ed by a common quest for knowledge. As a global educa-
tion leader and the state of Rhode Island’s flagship public
research institution, URI offers distinctive opportunities
designed to meet the global challenges of today’s world
and the rapidly evolving needs of tomorrow. Founded in
1892, URI now enrolls more than 18,000 students and
offers more than 200 degree programs across nine schools
and colleges. As a land- and sea-grant institution, URI is a
key driver of economic development in Rhode Island and
contributes significantly to the health and vitality of the
state, the New England region, and the nation. To learn

more, visit: uri.edu.
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PHYSICAL THERAPY

PLYMOUTH, New Hampshire — Abigail Radebaugh of Brookfield has been named to the Plymouth State
University President’s List for the Spring 2026 semester. To be named to the President’s List, a student must
achieve a grade point average of 3.70 or better for the Spring 2026 semester and must have completed at least 12
credit hours during the semester, at least nine of which must confer grade points, at the time the lists are finalized.

440 Washington St./Rt. 20
508-426-8066 - greendalept.com

Where you don't have to be an Olympic athlete to be treated like one.

Radebaugh is majoring in Nursing at Plymouth State.
About Plymouth State University

Patrick Schold of Spencer named
to University of Rhode Island

President’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of Rhode Island is pleased
to announce that Patrick Schold of Spencer has been named to its
Spring 2026 President’s List.

To be included on the President’s List, full-time students must
have completed 12 or more credits for letter grades which are GPA

applicable during a semester and achieved at least a 3.80 through
40 grade point average. Part-time students qualify with the accu-
mulation of 12 or more credits for letter grades which are GPA
applicable earning at least a 3.80 through 4.0 grade point average.

Students named to the President’s List represent nearly all of

CLUES ACROSS

1. Tire pressure measurement
4. Request

7. Clairvoyance

10. 007’s creator

11. Adult male

12. God of battle (Scandinavian)
13. Cloths spread over a coffin
15. Breeze through

16. Ladyfish genus

19. We all take them

21. Earl’s jurisdiction

23. Members of U.S. Navy

24. Rummy-like card game
25. Affected by injury

26. Member of a Semitic people
27. Withdrew from a union

30. Woman's cloak

34. Spanish river

CLUES DOWN

1. Indoor plant

2. Marketable

3. Rather

4. Collected

5. A bag-like structure in a plant or

animal

6. Irish hip-hop trio

7. Ageless

8. Course requirements

9. Pokes at

13. TV channel

14. They

17. Cooking material

18. Investment account

20. Iron-containing compound
22. Swiss river

27. Small coin (French)
28. Electronic countermeasures
29, Taxi

35. Prohibit
36. Something you can take
41. Dish soap brand

45. Ottoman military commanders

46. Ancient Italian-Greek colony
47. Makes somber

50. Discuss again

54. A tool to inject

55. Support

56. Informal term for money

57. Catch doing something wrong
59. Prehistoric people

60. Large African antelope

61. Vehicle

62. Georgia rockers

63. High resolution microscope
64. Pitching statistic

65. Attempt

31. Helps little firms
32. Unhappy

33. Midway between northeast and east

37. Glowing

38. Item to be addressed

39. An informal body of friends
40, Intrinsic nature of something
41. Neural structures

42. Brews

43. A place for ships

44. One who sings holiday songs
47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)

48. Scottish town

49. The most worthless parts

51. Sticky

52. Put to work

53. Precursor to the EU

58. Retrospective analysis (abbr.)

Rhode Island’s cities and towns, all six New England states, New
York and New Jersey, and many other states and countries.

About the University of Rhode Island

The University of Rhode Island is a diverse and dynamic com-
munity whose members are connected by a common quest for
knowledge. As a global education leader and the state of Rhode
Island’s flagship public research institution, URI offers distinctive
opportunities designed to meet the global challenges of today’s
world and the rapidly evolving needs of tomorrow. Founded in
1892, URI now enrolls more than 18,000 students and offers more
than 200 degree programs across nine schools and colleges. As a
land- and sea-grant institution, URI is a key driver of economic
development in Rhode Island and contributes significantly to the
health and vitality of the state, the New England region, and the
nation. To learn more, visit: uri.edu.

Established in 1871, Plymouth State
University serves the state of New Hampshire
and the world beyond by transforming our
students through advanced practices where
engaged learning produces well-educated
undergraduates, and by providing graduate
education that deepens and advances knowl-
edge and enhances professional develop-
ment. The Plymouth State Cluster Learning
Model emphasizes open, integrative, and
project-based experiences. With distinction,
we connect with community and business
partners for economic development, techno-
logical advances, healthier living, and cul-
tural enrichment with a special commitment
of service to the North Country and Lakes
Region of New Hampshire. To learn more
about Plymouth State University, visit www.
plymouth.edu.
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Is your arthritis care all that
you would hope it to be?
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“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

TO PLACE AN AD: SPENCER NEW LEADER
MIKAELA VICTOR PUBLISHED BY
(774) 200-7308 STONEBRIDGE PRESS

mikacla@stonebridgepress.news L

LEGAL NOTICES: FRANK G. GHILINSKI
(508) 909-4127 frank@salmonpress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: BUSINESS MANAGER

KERRI PETERSON RYAN CORNFAU

860-928-1818 exr. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news

(508) 909-4103

kerri@stoncbridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stoncbridgepress.news
CALL: 508-909-4149

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jiv DINICOLA
508-764-6102
jim@stonebridgepress.news

E
OR send to Spencer New Leader BRE,\IDZ;\ITEERUBE
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550 508-909-4101

PUZZLE SOLUTION

TO SUBMIT A LETTER news@stonebridgepress.news
TO THE EDITOR: PRODUCTION MANAGER
E-MAIL: news@stoncbridgepress.news JULIE CLARKE

OR send to Spencer New Leader 508-909-4105

julie@yvillagernewspapers.com

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Spencer New Leader (USPS#024-927) (ISSN 1945-6603 ) is published weekly by
Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical postage paid at
Southbridge, MA and additional mailing office(s). POSTMASTER: Send address changesto
Spencer New Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.

100% Financing
7 Available

CALL NOW FOR

50% OFF

WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATION

(508) 784-1550

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

SPENCER ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE
BROOKFIELD

$461,000,14 Gay Rd, Tamburro
Ft 2024, and Tamburro, Nancy L, to
Petrella, Kathleen M.

$365,000, 29 Kimball St, Allen, Ike,
to Rose, Jenna M, and Rose, Cameron L.

EAST BROOKFIELD

$1,500,000,308 E Main St, Lakeside12
LLC, to 308 Lkside Pellegrino LLC.

$510,000, 142 North St, Fanion, Conni
Marie, to Diaz, Rafael.

LEICESTER
$850,000, 210 Main St, Morse, Lee,

and Johnson, Timothy, to Willow Tree
Group LLC.

NORTH BROOKFIELD

$450,000, 25 Elm St, Myai Emery-
Le Retirement, and Emeryle, Myai, to
Whitney, Alexis Cynthia.

SPENCER

$282,000, 17 Bixby Rd, Sotelo Sr,
Juan, and Salas, Jacqueline, to Millan,
Lydia Z-Velez, and Velez, Edgardo
G-Lopez.

WARREN

None

WEST BROOKFIELD

$772,000, 45 Lakeshore Dr Ext, Arel,
John R, and Arel, Margo J, to Merow
Matondi Lt, and Matondi, Lisa J.
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East Brookfield Library offers summer
activities, crafts for children and families

EAST BROOKFIELD
— The East Brookfield
Public Library is inviting
children and families to
take part in a variety of
summer activities designed
to encourage creativity,

learning and fun.

The library’s weekly
Activity and Play program
will be held Tuesdays at
10:30 a.m. as an extension
of the library’s story time
program. Caregivers are

required to remain with par-
ticipating children, with one
adult required for every two
children.

A series of special after-
noon activities will begin at
2 p.m. throughout the sum-

mer. The schedule includes
paper airplane making on
June 30, cornhole on July 7,
sidewalk chalk drawing on
July 14, bubbles on July 21,
origami on July 28, bracelet
making on Aug. 4, and a

guided tour of the library
pond on Aug. 11.

The library will also host
a summer Arts and Crafts
program beginning June
23. Additional sessions are
scheduled for July 7, July

Leicester Democratic Town
Committee plans second annual
potluck barbecue

LEICESTER — The Leicester
Democratic Town Committee is
inviting Democrats from across
Central Massachusetts to gather for
an afternoon of food, conversation,
and community at its second annual
Potluck BBQ.

The event is designed to bring
together local residents and party
members to reconnect with friends,
meet new people, exchange ideas,
and strengthen relationships ahead
of the upcoming election season.

Organizers encourage attendees
to bring a favorite dish to share

while enjoying an informal after-
noon focused on fellowship and
civic engagement.

“Come together with Democratic
friends from across Central
Massachusetts for an afternoon of
great food, laughter, and meaningful
conversation,” organizers said in the
event announcement. “It’s a chance
to reconnect with old friends, make
new ones, share ideas, and strength-
en the relationships that will help us
work together during the upcoming
election season.”

Participants are asked to bring

a potluck item and are encour-
aged to RSVP by Sunday, Aug.
16. Registration is required, as the
event location will only be provided
to those who register in advance.

Organizers said they hope attend-
ees will leave with new connections,
fresh ideas, and renewed enthusi-
asm for the months ahead.

For more information or to reg-
ister, visit the Leicester Democratic
Town Committee’s Web site, Idtc-
mass.org.

Sons of the American Legion to host
21st annual Scholarship Scramble

WEST BROOKFIELD — The
Sons of the American Legion
Post 244 will host its 21st Annual
Scholarship ~ Scramble  Golf
Tournament on Saturday, Aug. 8,
raising funds to support local schol-
arships.

The tournament will be played
at Quail Hollow Country Club in
Oakham with an 8 a.m. shotgun

start. Golfers will compete over 18
holes before returning to American
Legion Post 244 in West Brookfield
for a chicken dinner, raffles, and
prize presentations.

The entry fee is $120 per person,
and registrations must be received
by Aug. 1.

The annual event serves as a
fundraiser for the Sons of the

American Legion’s scholarship
program, which supports local stu-
dents pursuing higher education.

Organizers encourage golfers of
all skill levels to participate while
helping invest in educational oppor-
tunities for area students.

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Kevin at 774-230-3262
or Gary at 508-450-8643.

Monique Carrasco of Spencer
earns Dean’s List Honor

HAVERHILL — Congratulations
Monique Carrasco, of Spencer on
earning a spot on the Dean’s List
for the Spring ‘26 semester! Your
hard work is paying off, and all
of us at NECC are proud of your
achievement.

To be included, students must
attain a grade point average of 3.3
or higher within the term, carry six
or more credits within the term,
and be matriculated in a degree
program.

Spencer Town Moderator launches
new community television show, “The

Northern Essex Community
College, the first Federally designat-
ed Hispanic Serving Institution in
New England, is an education
leader for the Merrimack Valley.
Through a supportive learning
environment and cultural inclusion,
NECC embraces all identities and
inspires initiative and excellence
through top-notch affordable certif-
icate and associate degree programs
online and at campuses in Haverhill
and Lawrence. NECC offers many

Brewster Call”

SPENCER — Jason

dialogue.

a private citizen. The views

bachelor’s degree transfer options,
workforce  development and
community education classes,
and is host to the NECC Police
Academy, MassHire Merrimack
Valley, and Gallaudet University’s
Regional Center for the deaf and
hard of hearing. Visit Northern
Essex online at www.necc.mass.
edu.

For
Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308

21, Aug. 4 and Aug. 18,
with all programs starting
at 11 a.m.

Registration is required
for the Arts and Crafts
program. Adult caregivers
must attend with children
under age 12, with one
adult required for every

RUDOLF
EE SMITH

Attorneys Lori Granat

and Michelle Murray
have moved to Worcester.

Now accepting new
clients at:

RUDOLF SMITH LLP
(508) 425-6330

446 Main Street, Suite 1503
Worcester, MA

www.mvsllp.com

two children. Some proj-
ects may continue into the
following week’s session.

Library officials encour-
age families to register
early and participate in the
wide range of educational
and recreational activities
planned throughout the
summer.

For more information or
to register, contact the East
Brookfield Public Library.

«Capstone

Planning Group

WEALTHCARE | RETIREMENT | INcOME

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

WANTED TO BUY

Antiques & Old Stuff

Bottles o Crocks eJugs «Costume Jewelry  Pottery «Toys
o Pewter » Glassware eSterling Silver « Coins « Gold
o Silver Plated Items « Watches ¢ Typewriters eSewing Machines
o Tools « Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns «Lamps ¢ Kitchenware
o Cookware eKnives sHunting « Fishing « Military « Masonic
o Video Games « Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

Qualified contractors are invited to bid on a set of con-
tract documents for the construction of The Mechanic
Street and Pleasant Street Complete Streets Improve-
ments in the Town of East Brookfield. Class of work
is Highway-Construction. Invitation for Bidders (IFB)
Packages with specifications and a sample contract
will be available on June 23, 2026.

Request for bid documents can be emailed to Chris-
topher Lyman at clyman@hshassoc.com. Sealed bids
entitled “Bid for Mechanic Street and Pleasant Street
Complete Streets Improvements” will be accepted at

the East Brookfield Highway

Department, located at 424 East Main Street, East
Brookfield, MA 01515, until July 28, 2026, at 10:00 A.M.,,
at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read.
Bids submitted after this time will not be accepted.

Brewster, the newly elect-
ed Town Moderator of
Spencer, is announcing the
launch of “The Brewster
Call,” a new community
television show on Spencer
Cable Access, Channel 192.

The show airs Fridays
from 6 to 6:30 p.m. and
focuses on informed civic
participation and respectful

Special thanks to Spencer
Cable Access for making
this program possible and
for its continued commit-
ment to local programming
and community engage-
ment.

“The Brewster Call”
is produced by Jason
Brewster in his capacity as

expressed are his own and
should not be construed as
official statements or posi-
tions of the Spencer Town
Moderator or the Town of
Spencer.

For questions or episode
suggestions, email thebrew-
stercall@gmail .com.

WEEKLY POLICE BLOTTER

Spencer

The Spencer Police Department had no arrests to report during the week of June 24-30.

Leicester

The Leicester Police Department reported the following arrests during the week of June

25 to July 1.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on June 25 for Aggravated Organized Retail Crime totaling more than
$10,000, Possession of a Class A Drug with Intent to Distribute, and Distribution of a

Class B Drug.

An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a summons
in lieu of arrest on June 29 for operating a motor vehicle after suspension of registration.
An individual whose identity has been withheld from publication received a sum-

mons in lieu of

arrest on June 30 for

email:
mikaela®
stonebridge
ress.news

‘REMODELING
EXPERT .
‘PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLED  Jamvey

‘WINDOWS AND SIDING . .®

174-230-3967
Quality Building Since 1985 WINDOWS

B+UI'L+D+E*R

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS ¢ ADDITIONS ¢ KITHCENS ¢ BATHS ¢ GARAGES ¢ SIDING
4 ROOFING 4 DECKS$ WINDOWS ¢ DOORS ¢ AUTHORIZED HARVEY DEALER
¢ LicENSED & INSURED ¢ HONEST, CLEAN & DEPENDABLE

Trespassing, oper-
ating a motor vehi-
cle after suspension
of license, Failure
to Stop for Police,
Reckless Operation
of a Motor Vehicle,
and driving at a rate
of speed greater than
was reasonable and
proper.

What should you do in the new year? Get your “estate
needs in order”. No one likes to talk about death, that is
why you should have everything done in advance. Make
sure your hard-earned money and investments are left to
those you want. Call me for a free consultation. Also, han-
dling all types of real estate matters.

Cournoyer & Cournoyer, P.C. § :
Attorney Don Cournoyer, Jr.
Cell: 508-868-7943

[—
VIsA

don @cournoyerlaw.net

10-15-20 Yd.
508-892-4193 » Leicester, MAi

SPRING
SPECIAL
10 yd. Rental 1 Ton
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses ¢ Attics ¢ Cellars
Construction Sites

Fully Insured == ==
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EDITORIAL

A new chapter
built on a strong
foundation

Communities rarely get the opportunity
to witness the end of one era and the begin-
ning of another in a way that honors both
the past and the future. Spencer experienced
exactly that on July 1, when the Spencer
Rescue Squad officially became part of
Spencer Fire and Emergency Services.

For nearly seven decades, the Spencer
Rescue Squad represented something larger
than an ambulance service. It embodied the
spirit of neighbors helping neighbors. Since
1959, generations of volunteers, board
members, EMTs, and paramedics answered
calls at all hours, often sacrificing holidays,
family time, and sleep to ensure someone
in need received care. Thousands of resi-
dents owe those men and women a debt of
gratitude.

The transition to a municipal EMS ser-
vice should not be viewed as the end of that
legacy. Instead, it is a continuation of it.

The reality facing emergency medical
services today is far different from what
it was decades ago. Call volumes have
increased, regulations have become more
complex, equipment has grown more
sophisticated, and the cost of providing
high-quality emergency care continues to
rise. Across Massachusetts and the nation,
volunteer and nonprofit rescue organiza-
tions have struggled to recruit personnel
and maintain sustainable funding. Spencer
is hardly alone in confronting these chal-
lenges.

What makes this story remarkable is not
simply that a transition occurred, but how
it occurred.

Rather than allowing uncertainty to
threaten emergency medical care, the lead-
ership of the Spencer Rescue Squad chose
collaboration over conflict. Donating the
organization’s building, equipment, and
other assets to the town for $1 was an
extraordinary act of stewardship. It demon-
strated that the board’s highest priority
was never ownership of an organization. It
was ensuring that residents would continue
receiving dependable emergency medical
care. That decision deserves recognition.

The town, for its part, also deserves
credit for recognizing the importance of
maintaining local EMS. Municipal officials
considered several options, including pri-
vatization, before ultimately determining
that a town-operated service would pro-
vide the best path forward. That decision
required significant financial commitment,
including the approval of a $1.5 million
operating budget, but it also represents an
investment in public safety that will benefit
residents for years to come.

Perhaps the most encouraging aspect of
the transition is that many of the familiar
faces will remain. Experienced Spencer
Rescue Squad employees are joining
the new municipal department, bringing
decades of institutional knowledge with
them. While the name on the ambulance
may have changed, much of the dedication
and professionalism behind it has not.

Communities often become attached to
the organizations that have faithfully served
them. That attachment is understandable,
particularly when an organization has exist-
ed for nearly 70 years. There is always a
sense of nostalgia when a respected institu-
tion closes its doors.

Yet history shows that successful organi-
zations evolve when circumstances demand
it. The measure of success is not whether
a name survives forever, but whether the
mission continues.

In Spencer, the mission has always been
simple: respond quickly, provide skilled
emergency medical care, and help people
during some of the worst moments of their
lives. That mission remains unchanged.

As Spencer EMS begins this new chap-
ter, residents can honor the Rescue Squad’s
remarkable legacy by supporting the men
and women who continue that work today.
The uniforms may look different, and the
organizational chart may have changed, but
the commitment to serving the community
remains the same.

The Spencer Rescue Squad’s story did
not end on July 1. It simply turned the page
to a new chapter, built upon nearly seven
decades of service, sacrifice, and communi-
ty trust. That is a legacy worth celebrating.

VIEWPOINT

OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

| ETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The highest office...

To the Editor:

As we celebrate the 250th anniversary
of our republic, I find myself reflecting
on the value of prudent civic participation
and how we can best honor the remark-
able inheritance our Founders entrusted
to us.

I hold a deep, fundamendal
belief that the highest office a person
my hold is not that of Town Moderator,
State Representative, Governor, or even
President of the United States—but that
of citizen. Every other position is tempo-
rary; good citizenship is lifelong.

But this raises an important

question: What does it mean to be a good
citizen?

What character is worthy of a
free people? How should we treat one
another? How should we steward the
institutions we have inherited?

These are questions I hope each
of us will consider—not just during this
anniversary, but throughout the year.
Great things can happen when We the
People are thoughtful, informed, and
engaged.

JASON BREWSTER
SPENCER

Thank you, Charles

To the Editor:

I would also like to thank the myste-
rious “Charles” (Lanterns Along Main
Street). He has a thoughtful way of bring-
ing out the magic that can happen in day-
to-day life.

Sometimes, you don’t know what
you’re missing until it is brought back to
your attention. His column “The mystery

of the empty front porch” brought a tear
to my eye, as have several other of his
articles. He lets me see that there is still a
unity among us; we just have to make a
little mindful effort.
Thank you, Charles, for reminding me.
LAEL EATON
LEICESTER

Am I right, America?

To the Editor:

At the risk of being dubbed as writing
a Trump bashing letter, I begin. The site
for the UFC Freedom 250 fights left the
White House lawn needing a lot of lawn
repair. I didn’t see these bouts as a very
good celebration of the nation’s 250th
anniversary. As our President was leaving
the site with Josh Hokiot, one of the fight-
ers, Hokit, in a series of remarks, uttered
the slur “Michelle Obama is a man! Am
I right, America?”’ Our racist President
stood beside Hokit and uttered nary a
word of caution to Hokit that his remark
was inappropriate. What a disappointment
that our President wouldn’t speak up.

He has torn down a wing of the White
House to make way for a ballroom that no
one wants but him. The White House is
for the use of the President while in office
not something he can tear down at will.

Meanwhile, it seems that Trump wants
his name on as many things as possible,
seemingly so he will be noticed. It is for
personal recognition rather than what he
can do for the people. I harken back to
his entry on the political scene, when he
took his place on the Republican debate
stage. I heard nothing of what he would
do for the people and the country. I did,
however, hear him call names to those on

the stage with him. He also made fun of
them. Much to my surprise, he became
the nominee. And the Electoral College
got him elected. And he still calls people
names and makes fun of them.

Where are the campaign promises of
bringing down inflation on day one, or
not starting any new, endless wars being
carried out? I see an elderly octogenarian
who is overweight probably from not eat-
ing well or getting enough rest. It might
be wise for him to stop writing messages
in the middle of the night and get some
rest so he can face his daily presidential
duties. Am I right, America?

Trump is making millions while being
President. He seems to consider himself
as the head of a business, not the President
of the country. Last year, he made $2.2
billion. He seems to care more about
his investments than he does about the
people’s checkbook/budget. Am I right,
America?

I am in favor of using the 25th
Amendment to remove Trump from
office. It is becoming more apparent that
he is not fulfilling the duties of the Office
of President.

PATRICIA JACKMAN
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Letters to the Editor must include t

not be accepted.

Letter submission thcy

e author’s name, address, and a daytime
phone number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for
publication. Only the author’s name and the town in which they reside will
be published. Letters submitted without all of the required information will

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission
satisfies our requirements and decency standards, and any submission may
be rejected at any time for any reason he or she might deem appropriate.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!

news@
stonebridgepress.news ~

The Hidden
Danger of
Investing Too
Cautiously

TREVOR
NIELSEN

One of the most significant risks inves-
tors face isn’t losing money in a market dip;
it’s failing to reach their long-term financial
goals.

Many people focus heavily on short-term
losses in the stock market and try to protect
their savings by investing conservatively or
avoiding stocks altogether. But that runs the
risk that their savings won’t grow enough
to keep up with inflation or support future
needs.

Understanding what investment risk real-
ly means helps you make smarter finan-
cial decisions, considering these three key
aspects.

Risk tolerance describes your emotional
comfort with risk. If yourd want to pull
your money out of the market during a
downturn, that reveals something about
your tolerance. Many financial advisors use
questionnaires to help clients understand
how they might react in different market
conditions.

Risk capacity refers to how much risk
you can afford to take. Your timeline mat-
ters. A 35-year-old saving for retirement
has decades to ride out market swings. A
retiree drawing income from their portfolio
doesn>t have that same cushion.

Required risk describes how much risk
you may need to take to reach your finan-
cial goals. Higher returns generally come
with higher risk, though higher risk does
not guarantee higher returns. If you need
strong growth to retire comfortably, you
may need to accept more short-term vol-
atility.

Sometimes, these elements don’t line up.
You might be uncomfortable with risk but
need strong growth to meet your goals.

Balance and diversification mat-
ter: Finding the right balance matters more
than you might think. A small difference in
your annual rate of return, from 5% to 7%
for instance, doesn’t just add up a little. It
multiplies. That’s the power of compound-
ing — returns earning their own returns,
year after year, building on an ever-grow-
ing base. Over 30 or 35 years, that can
become significant.

You needn’t choose between playing it so
safe your money barely keeps up with infla-
tion and taking on more risk than you’re
comfortable with. Instead, a balanced mix
can fit your comfort level and still help
grow your money over time.

The age factor: You’ll want to adjust your
approach to risk as you get older. If retire-
ment is years away, your portfolio may
lean toward growth investments like stocks
and stock mutual funds; you have time to
absorb short-term losses and benefit from
long-term gains. Lower risk investments
like bonds still play a role because they can
help smooth out changes in your portfolio’s
value.

As you near retirement, your portfolio
may shift toward a more even mix of stocks
and bonds to limit exposure to large market
swings. The goal is to protect what you’ve
built while still generating enough growth
to fund a retirement that could last decades.

Investing well isn’t about eliminating
risk; it’s about taking the right amount of
it. Too little risk can be just as damaging as
too much. A financial advisor can help you
find the balance that matches your comfort
level, your financial situation, and your
long-term goals.

Investors should understand the risks
involved with owning investments, includ-
ing interest rate risk, credit risk, and market
risk. The value of investments fluctuates,
and investors can lose some or all of their
principal.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.
nielsen@edwardjones.com. Edward Jones,
Member SIPC.



Friday, July 10, 2026

o« SPENCER NEW LEADER 5

OCC professor gives voice to formerly

Kristy Glover

WORCESTER — What
is it like to get out of pris-
on and start over? QCC
Professor of Criminal
Justice Kristy Glover spent
her sabbatical researching
this question and creating
“Voices of Justice,” a doc-
umentary film that she pro-
duced, filmed and edited
herself.

“Voice of Justice” fea-
tures accounts from three

men who have firsthand
experience with the justice
system. The documentary
highlights how multiple
support systems are critical
for re-entry, the period of
time when individuals are
transitioning out of incar-
ceration. Support from fam-
ily members, community
organizations and probation
officers, along with raising
awareness to reduce stig-
ma, were all mentioned as
ways to reduce recidivism
and influence personal and
professional growth.

“There are so many
things that we expect of
individuals when they’re
just getting released. They
have to get a job, pay their
monthly supervision fees
and find a place to live,”
Glover said.

Glover witnessed the
re-entry process during her
time as a parole officer for

Visit Gilbert
the Pig and
friends at East
Brookfield library

EAST BROOKFIELD — On Thursday, July 16 at 10:30
a.m., come visit with the East Brookfield Public Library’s
cute and smart special guests, Gilbert the Pig and his
friends, Meadow and Sprinkle! Pet them, feed them, and
help them with some tricks. Take pictures with our special
guests and learn all about pigs! This program will be about

an hour long.

All ages welcome, children under 12 must be accompa-
nied by an adult caregiver. One adult for every two children.

the state of Georgia, but the
connection is also personal.
Her grandfather encoun-
tered challenges when he
was released from prison,
which left a lasting impres-
sion on the family, includ-
ing Glover’s mother, who
also joined law enforce-
ment, eventually becoming
a police captain.

In the documentary,
Glover interviews Mario
Rivera, who spoke about
his own re-entry expe-
rience. Rivera praised
Worcester-area nonprofits
such as Legendary Legacies
and Open Sky Community
Services for providing ser-
vices such as counseling
and assistance with obtain-
ing a laptop and hygiene
products. He also acknowl-
edged his family as a large
source of support.

“Without initial help
in the first 60 days of me
coming home, my progress
wouldn’t have taken off the
way it did,” Rivera said.

Rivera didn’t wait until
he was released to start
preparing. He completed
QCC’s culinary re-entry
program, a partnership with

the Worcester County Jail
and House of Correction
that teaches skills needed
to work in food service
and includes multiple cer-
tifications upon successful
completion. In “Voices of
Justice,” Rivera shared that
during the program, he real-
ized education was a vital
part of his path to a new
future. After his release, he
enrolled at QCC and in the
Liberal Arts for Returning
Citizens (LARC)program
at Clark University.

“The culinary program
has had a significant impact
on hundreds of incarcer-
ated individuals,” said
Worcester County Sheriff
Lew Evangelidis. “We are
proud to have helped Mario
build a successful path for-
ward after incarceration.”

Anthony Bryant, who
also appeared in “Voices of
Justice,” has seen multiple
sides of the criminal jus-
tice system. Before he was
incarcerated, he held roles
as a corrections officer, a
deputy sheriff and a high-
way patrolman.

“Law enforcement is not
just a job; it’s your iden-

tity. And losing that role
can produce deep internal
shame,” Bryant shared.

Bryant, however, drew
on his law enforcement
training to stay calm and
focused during his incarcer-
ation, using that discipline
as a foundation for working
to improve his life. As his
release date approached, he
didn’t receive any re-entry
preparation from the prison,
so he got ready by reading
self-help books and journ-
aling.

After his sentence, Bryant
relied on employment assis-
tance programs, but he was
often steered into manual
labor positions that didn’t
reflect his skills, making it
difficult to rebuild his pro-
fessional career.

In addition to family and
community programs, both
Bryant and Rivera said that
a strong relationship with a
probation or parole officer
can make a positive differ-
ence. They noted that the
stigma of having a criminal
record can be detrimental to
progress, but even one per-
son who sees past their mis-
takes can be instrumental.

incarcerated in new documentary

They hope others can offer
the same grace to those who
are going through re-entry.

“People change when
their dignity is restored,
responsibility is entrusted
gradually and their story is
allowed to mean something
more than their worst deci-
sion,” Bryant remarked.
“It’s a mindset shift that
many people and legislators
don’t understand.”

Rivera and Bryant have
also taken it upon them-
selves to help others with
similar experiences. Bryant
has become an ethics train-
er for law enforcement and
other public service organi-
zations. Rivera has stayed
connected with Legendary
Legacies to educate others
and advocate for those in
the re-entry process.

“I'm taking account-
ability in my own life for
the things that I've done,”
Rivera said. “Some people
might not be receptive to
my situation, but I take it as
motivation to do better.”

“Voices of Justice” can
be viewed at youtube.com/
watch?v=0dTTOStx3Tg.

New Bocce League open to community

SOUTHBRIDGE — Bay Path Continuing Education &
the Southbridge Italian Club have teamed up to launch an
exciting new bocce league on Tuesday nights throughout

May and June.

Bocce is a game that all can enjoy—no special skills or
talents are required! If you can roll a ball, you can play!
These two community organizations are thrilled to bring
this sport to a wider audience. Both Bay Path Continuing
Education and the Southbridge Italian Club are dedicated
to offering various events for people to engage, socialize,
and have fun. This new league is a perfect fit. Here are the

details:

Tuesdays: May 12 — June 30 (eight weeks)
Teams of four to eight players

$240 per team

One game per week at either 6 or 7 p.m.

Maximum of eight teams — don’t wait!

Only team captains need to register for their team.

A brief informational captain meeting will be held before

the season starts.

Gather your friends (18 and older), form a team, and
come join us for a fantastic time on the court!

Games will be held at:
Italian
20 North St., Southbridge

American

Club

To register your team, call Bay Path Continuing
Education at 508-248-5971, ext. 1715. Spots for teams are
limited, so don’t hesitate—call today!

Community
Connection

For

JOHN DALY PLUMBING
The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks, Vanities,
Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,
Buy What You Like And I Will Install.
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-]
Call 508 304 7816 « jdrainman714@aol.com

Advertising
Information

Call
774-200-7308
email:
mikaela@
stonebridge
press.news

e Burdett’s

“Why pay more it’s only trash”
508-612-8093
burdettstrashpickuplic.com
Family owned/operated
servicing our community
for 15+ years -
Spencer, Leicester,
Ware, Warren and
all of the Brookfields.

Got Space?

we do.

MASTER

Vorin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing

in Custom Designs
All types of Jewelry Repairs

JEWELERS™ E' =

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com e 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

Prdpane

508-248-9797
Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane
PROPANE PRICE PER GAL ~ PROPANE PRICE PER GAL
1 — $4.99 301-500 .. $2.25
5075 e $3.49 500 PLUS 10
(5 L) — $2.95 Duel Fuel ..ooveen $3 75
151-300.........$2.55 Drop off Tanks.....$3.00
DON’T PAY T00 MUCH

Wednesday price 7/1/26 was $3-79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT
www.charltonoil.com

“

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

e=E

NWORTHEAS 7177 i OUR
JPJ[ZZ

Fresh mgredtents, time-honored recipes, and friendly service.

r\ Dassion

Tanks Filled Since 1997
a?o ZO‘:/ e Open 7 Days a Week » We Deliver
(1]
i JULY SPECIALS
river
. | Kielbasa Chicken Small
Discretion Pizza or Calzone | sajad Sub Cheese Pizza
(Mustard, Kielbasa, . 8” $6. EVERYDAY 11-4
Fon 0“-! C/;rame//‘zed Onions, E;l 12!1 gg_:g °n|y 35.00!
lozzarella Cheese) NO LIMIT!
Sm. $7.99 Cannot be combined
Lg. $10.99 with other specials or coupons.

Leicester

1205 Main St.
508-892-9276
~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~
www.northeastpizza.com

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.
508-867-9567

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308
mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

CALL/TEXT:

l=—! :/ :/7//=/‘///=////:/ ==y >//)> =3l

(774) 200-7308

www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

S

1

— :////:/‘ —/:gj ——
P

"Crooked Creek Farm

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides
of Beef Available!

To purchase your meat packages

FREE LOCAL

DELIVERY!
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ArtWorks Gallery 1nV1tes

Art-lovers at the opening reception of LandEscape.

WARE — Workshop13’s
ArtWorks Gallery in Ware
presents a new exhibition
called LandEscape. This
exhibition aims to expand
or even reimagine the tra-
ditional landscape as a per-
sonal sanctuary and to doc-
ument the diverse spatial
forms of escapism that we
need to recharge our spirits.
ArtWorks Gallery is locat-
ed at 69 Main St. in Ware.
LandEscape is on display
from June 27 through
Aug. 2. Gallery hours are
Saturdays and Sundays
from 1-4pm. For those who

cannot attend the show in
person, a virtual gallery is
available for viewing at
workshop13.org.

Fine  artist  Shona
Macdonald served as the
juror for LandEscape. Kathy
Halper was awarded Best
in Show for her striking
painting, “Tree Shadows.”
Halper is self-taught, exhib-
iting artist with 30+ years
of experience and a port-
folio of work ranging from
painting, mixed media,
and textiles, to sculpture.
Career highlights include
exhibition opportunities at

=

Art Basel Miami, gallery
representation in NYC/Los
Angeles/Chicago, a profile
in Huffington Post as well
as other international pub-
lications.

Porter Gifford received
an Honorable Mention:
Work on Paper for Pool
“#3174, Concord, MA)”
and Jackie Boudreau Kinsey
received an Honorable
Mention:  Painting for
“Shivelight Dream.”
Three works received
an Honorable Mention:
Creative  Interpretation:
“Consolation” by Cai Vail,

art-lovers to LandEscape

rials, and Workshop13 can
supplement. This plein air
session is free and open to
the public.

About ArtWorks Gallery
and Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is
Workshop13’s gallery on
Main Street. This space
features numerous art exhi-
bitions each year and is
also available to rent for

individual or group shows.
Workshop13 is a dynamic
center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in our rural
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshopl3.org,
or call 413-277-6072.

Alex Cordy

Memorial Golf

sl Tournament set for

Sept. 12

OAKHAM — St. Carlo Acutis Parish, Brookfield/West
Brookfield/Warren, is having their Ninth Annual Alex
Cordy Memorial Charity Golf Tournament at Quail Hollow
Golf and Country Club, 1822 Old Turnpike Road, Oakham,

Courtesy

Massachusetts on Saturday, Sept. 12. Registration begins at

7:15 a.m., with a Shotgun Start at 8 a.m.
As many of you are aware, Alex Cordy was an integral

“Refuge: Azores Beach”
by Richard Wollman, and
“Small Feather” by Cathy
Durso. Each of these artists
and their works will be spot-
lighted on Workshop13’s
social media pages as well
as in their weekly news-
letter.

ArtWorks Gallery is offer-
ing a free plein air painting
session outside the gallery
(inside if it’s raining) facil-
itated by fine artist Loretta
Medeiros. This session will
take place on Saturday, July
18, from 1:30-4 p.m. Artists
can bring their own mate-

part of our West Brookfield Community for many years.
In memory of his outstanding service to his community,
his parish, and being a founding member of our Knights of
Columbus Council 11080, this tournament will once again
benefit our Youth Activities Fund to support the youth in
our local community, a cause that was very important to
Alex. We were able to award two $1,000.00 scholarships
this past year from the proceeds of this event to two local
high school seniors, as well as fund many other youth
activities. We ask that you please consider supporting our
event by sponsoring or participating in the tournament
individually or with a foursome. Tournament Raffle Items
and General Donations to this event are always welcomed
and appreciated!

Registration and sponsorships are now available for this
tournament. To register, and for more information, please
call (413) 813-8100 or email wallyconnor122@gmail.com.

APPLIANGES

FAMILY OWNED
AND OPERATED

3 GENERATIONS

DAVE’S
APPLIANGE Inc.

NEW & USED APPLIANGES

KitchenAid
Stainless Steel Dishwasher

with 3rd rack
$699

+ 30+ Total Wash Jets for targeted cleaning on every level
+ 5 Cycles provide flexibility so you can adapt to each load
+ Automatic Door Open Dry System releases water vapor
after cycle ends for an exceptional dry.
KDTS224SPS

All 508-867-3122 €
Major | parts Hotline 888-229-1027 7=~
Brands www.davesapp.com ™%
ga'&? &1 42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
€IVICe |  Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6  Fri 9-5 « Sat 10-3
For
r Jonathan Pasqule
iﬁ(}vertlsl.ng Arborist on D?lty
nformation

Call
774-200-7308

Jonathan. Pasquale

1 \ ' /i @gmail.com
cmail:

mikaela@ " D PASQUALE Stockbridge Alumni
stonebridge TR E E Brookfield, MA
press.news 508-769-5489 Insured
SEND US YOUR NEWS!IN!

Eyen=uil Us&

news@stonebridgepress.news

r"Quallty counts
when no one & ACCREDITED
is looking." 'BBB.

Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

Driy vews,

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181
ESTABLISHED 1963 < 7=
KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499

Fully Insured ¢ Owner/Operator J

BOAT OWNERS |
C
~g%\\’\ﬂE A\NVqlé?

_—

MARINIE

TOPS b Interiors ° COVCI' S
Marc Bouvier 508-867-8072

FULL
DETAILING
k= Insitle & Out

Full Auto Body
& Automotive Repair

0il Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires

Check Engine Light

Batteries & Featurmg
Antifreeze Testing ~All Major Brang
Free w/oil change  Name Tires

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

B== 508-867-9736 K
HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT . -
SOLUTIONS .~ .

Y
House Clean Outs ¢ Junk Removal
Basements ¢ Garages ° Attics

Whole Houses ¢ Hot Tubs, Pools,
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass
Call Skip Gervais
West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

McNeely Tree Service

Insured * References

Workmans Comp Insured

¢ 101’ Aerial Lift Rental

¢ Hazardous Tree Removal
¢ Stump Grinding

¢ Bohcat Rental ;
¢ Lot Clearing .
¢ Storm Clean-up i k.
¢ Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
¢ Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

e = ~= [ ad

Young’s

Tree

Service

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+years’ experience

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE
1.800.660.5358

Fully Insured -2-
Free Estimates BBB
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Workshop13 seeks artists for Eighth Annual Northeast Fine Arts Exhibition!

WARE — Workshop13
invites artists from through-
out the northeastern US to

participate in the eighth
annual juried Northeast
Fine Arts Exhibition. This

exhibition aims to showcase
art that embodies the princi-
ples of realism, highlight-

SPENCER — The Spencer Parks &
Recreation Commission’s 2026 Summer

Concert Series continues with a farewell
tour performance by the Deloreans from 2
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, July 12 at Powder Mill
Park, corner Smithville and Meadow Roads,
Spencer.

The Deloreans, who will be disbanding
at month’s end, is a seven-piece horn band
that performs mostly pop, rock and soul hits
of the 70s and 80s. The instrumentation is
guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, sax, trumpet
and trombone. Four members sing and cre-
ate great harmonies and backups.

The series runs every Sunday through
August 23 and continues July 19 with the
Love Dogs.

The concert series is proudly sponsored
by Cornerstone Bank. Cornerstone Bank
was formed in 2017, born of a long history
of supporting the community, and provid-

Historical Society,
library present *“A Night
at Jenks Tavern”

SPENCER — The Spencer Historical
Commission and the Richard Sugden Library
present “A Night at Jenks Tavern: Spencer
Celebrates the 250th Anniversary of the
Signing of the Declaration of Independence”
on Thursday, July 16 from 6-9 p.m. at the
Richard Sugden Library. T

he Library Reading Room will be trans-
formed into Jenks Tavern, the historic
Spencer Tavern, where George Washington
slept overnight and the next morning compli-
mented Mrs. Jenks on her “beautiful bread.”

The evening will begin with judging for
“Mrs. Jenk’s Bread Baking Contest” and will
include refreshments, music, tavern games,
and children’s activities. Period costumes
are optional but encouraged. Baking contest
rules will be posted and available on the
library website. All are welcome to join us
in a Revolutionary celebration!

ing a strong foun-
dation to help peo-
ple and businesses

ing the beauty of precise
representation. Submitted
artworks should fall into
one of the various styles
of realism from traditional
to imaginative. Works are
welcomed in the following
categories: Oil Painting,
Watercolor, Sculpture,
Drawing/Graphics, Acrylic
(includes casein & egg tem-
pera), Pastel, and Mixed
Media. Awards will be
granted in multiple cate-
gories, with Best in Show
receiving $1,000. The dead-
line for entry is July 17
by midnight. Visit work-
shop13.org for full details
and the entry form.

This annual exhibition is
held in the unique Grand
Hall gallery of Workshop13,
a non-profit cultural arts
and learning center located

at 13 Church St. in Ware.
The exhibition will be on
display from Aug. 22 to
Sept. 6, and can be visited
on Fridays from 4-7 p.m.
and Saturdays and Sundays
from 1-4 p.m. The show
will open with a reception
from 1-4 p.m. on Aug. 22,
with awards announced at
3 p.m.

The juror for the eight
annual NEFAE is Scott
Prior. Born in Exeter, New
Hampshire, Prior received
a BFA in printmaking
from the University of
Massachusetts in 1971. He
has artwork in the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts, the
DeCordova Museum, the
Danforth Museum, the
New Britain Museum of
American Art, the Rose Art
Museum and other major

public and private collec-
tions. He has shown exten-
sively in one-person and
group shows in the United
States and abroad. In 2001
he had a mid-career retro-
spective at the DeCordova
Museum. Prior is represent-
ed by the Alpha Gallery in
Boston and William Baczek
Fine Arts in Northampton,
MA.

About Workshop13

Workshop13 is a dynam-
ic center where arts, culture,
and community converge —
expanding access to the arts
and nurturing creativity and
self-expression in our rural
region. For more informa-
tion visit workshopl3.org,
or call 413-277-6072.

with branch locations throughout Central
Massachusetts. Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with opportunities through

that relationships are built on trust. To learn
about Cornerstone Bank’s personal and
business banking offerings, please visit cor-

':‘amilg Dining & Gitt Guide

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!

thrive. Serving a broad range of deposit and loan products  nerstonebank.com or call 800-939-9103.
Worcester County, and services. Built on Trust is not just a tag-

Massachusetts, line, but also one of

Cornerstone Bank’s our guiding corpo-

local presence rate values. Whether VILI A GE G ARDEN CENTER
and communi- a business or per-

389 Main Street, Spencer (across from Ahearn’s equipment)
508-885-3560

SAlE SALE SALE SALE SALE

i ALL PLANTS

‘ BUY 2 GET
i 1 FREE

E * Includes Already Reduced Prices!!!

ty-based banking
model enables a
unique ability to

sonal partnership,
Cornerstone stands
on the foundation

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

deliver  outstand-
ing service, with
a personal touch.
Cornerstone, which
is a subsidiary of
PeoplesBankCorp,
MHC, operating
independently under
its own name and
brand, provides the
highest level of ser-

www.durkintrucking.com

e e ot & Spencer ¢ || SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE
nesses, and commu- 508-885-4499 LOCALLY GROWN FAMILY BUSINESS

nity organizations

2l OUR PRICES ARE B/
THEBEST! = pj¢ s_

MATTRESS SALE!
TWIN: $199 / FULL: $269 / QUEEN: $209

(REG. $299) (REG. $499) (REG. $599)

SMOOTH-TOP 21 CU. FT.
STOVE FREEZER
REG. $699.99

REG. $999.99
$799.99

ENERGY STAR 18 CU. FT.

REFRIGERATOR

REG. $699.99

*599.99

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE BY SIDE

——_'-

GAS GRILL SALE!

FREEZER

REG. $239.99

OR DRYER

REG. $599.99

(|
WE REPAIR BIKES! __ v’

SPRING BIKE
TUNE-UP:

$49.99!

140 MAIN STREET,
SPENCER, MA

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR DRYER

Front Load - REG. $1599.99 REG. $699.99 REG. $1,499.00

1,399.99 %529.99 *1099.99
508.885.9343

WE INSTALL MICROWAVES,

=5 prcovee
i E' Store Hours: Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm e Sat: 9am-8pm e Sun: 12 Noon-7pm DlSHWASHERS, and TVS!

DEALS BETTER tuan
gox (TR
STORES! REG. $449.99
L -ics.0
INSTANT
FINANCING

the BIG
$329.99
(:} REFRIGERATOR
FAMIOUS-MAKER
P | $220.99
UP TO $10,000!

Too Busy to Cook?

Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime!
Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

CHARLIES

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER
FRIDAY 7/10 & SATURDAY 7/11

AFTER 5PM

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8
Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

il 508-885-4033

Ol’dS www.charliesdiner.com

Ei

Breakfast All Da Summer Menu
Sl Salem Cross INN “siaricsoly o

ALL MADE Flll?gf/l SCRATCH RESTAURANT & TAVERN Indoor And Outdoor]
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585  Seating Available

LoBsTER FeAsT- 8/14 5:30
Upon Arrival: Herbed Cheese & Crackers ¢ Cauldron Clam Fritters

In the Barn: Starter * Fresh Damariscotta Steamers
* Homemade Old Bay Cheddar Biscuits

Whof You're Really Here For...Pound and a Half Hard Shell Lobster ,
Howe's Farm Corn on the Cob *Grand Finale- Yummy Seasonal Dessert

; HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS
Thursdays- Sirloin Steak French Dip $20 ¢ Fridays- Whale’s Tale Fish & Chips $20

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours: Thursday & Friday 4-8

15 S. Main St., Leicester o 508-892-3222
Dine-In or Take-Out « Gift Certificates
Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING
FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM
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OBITUARY

Robert B. Masterman, 83

WEST WARREN: Robert B.Masterman,
83, passed away peacefully on Wednesday,
July 1,2026. He is survived by his brother
and caretaker William H. Masterman, Jr. of
West Brookfield. He was predeceased by
his brother David H. Masterman.

Robert was born in Ware and raised
in Warren the son of the late William H.
and Hazel (Williams) Masterman, Sr. He
enjoyed working on cars, he was a long-
time member of George Whitefield United

Methodist Church in West Brookfield,
loved playing Bingo and taking art classes.

All are invited to his funeral service
on Friday, July 10, 2026 at 10:00am at
Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main
Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 fol-
lowed by burial in Pine Grove Cemetery,
Warren, MA. Memorial donations in
Robert’s memory may be made to: Mental
Health Collaborative, 149 Wood Street,
Hopkinton, MA 01748.

O

DISCOVER

Bring your family’s memorial back to
its original beauty.
Have it cleaned by us professionally.

PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering,
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated °
Rt. 9 » 1500 Main St.e
Leo Pepin Jr. ¢ Chantelle Pepin

)
VISA

Indoor/Outdoor Display
Leicester, MA 01524

TRANSITION

continued from page Al

and trust over the years. We
hope you will continue to
support your town EMS ser-
vice in the years ahead,” the
message read.

The Spencer Rescue
Squad had  previous-
ly worked as a subscrip-

tion-based agency but
announced its impending
closure in 2025 offering to
join the town as a municipal
department.

While town officials also
considered privatizing the
EMS service, they eventu-
ally adopted the Squad into
its ranks in January of 2026.
In May, a town meeting

approved an initial oper-
ating budget of $1.5 mil-
lion for Spencer EMS with
a legal agreement for the
changeover signed in June.
According to the Telegram
& Gazette, the agreement
was approved by the State
Supreme Judicial Court on
June 26 just in time for the
official change over.

Bay Path celebrates 59 CTI graduates, expands
workforce training programs

CHARLTON — Bay
Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School
proudly celebrated the grad-
uation of 59 students from its
Career Technical Initiative
(CTI) program last evening,
marking a significant mile-
stone in the program’s con-
tinued growth and impact.

The CTI  program,
launched in 2024, provides
adult learners with access
to high-quality, hands-on
technical training designed
to meet regional workforce
demands. Last night’s grad-
uates represent a diverse
group of individuals who
demonstrated dedication,
perseverance, and a strong
commitment to building
new career pathways. Many
balanced work, family, and
personal  responsibilities
while completing rigor-
ous 200-hour training pro-
grams that prepare them for
immediate employment in
high-demand industries.

“This graduating class
represents the heart of what
the CTI program is all
about—opportunity, access,
and workforce readiness,”
said Marci Komssi, Program
Coordinator. “We are incred-

ibly proud of these 59 grad-
uates and the determination
they demonstrated through-
out the program.”

The success of the CTI
program is made possible
through continued state
investment and work-
force development part-
nerships. As part of the
Commonwealth’s commit-
ment to economic recov-
ery and growth, $24.2
million was awarded to 23
organizations throughout
Massachusetts to train 2,490
individuals. These strate-
gic investments, led by the
Massachusetts Workforce
Skills Cabinet, are designed
to expand access to career
pathway programs and bet-
ter position residents to fill
critical workforce needs
across the state.

Building on this momen-
tum, Bay Path is expand-
ing its program offerings
to reach even more adult
learners. For the first time,
the school will offer a 200-
hour Building Maintenance
program in a five-week
hybrid summer format, run-
ning from June 29 through
July 31. This program is
offered in partnership with

MassHire, with applications
opening this week.

Looking ahead to Fall
2026, Bay Path will offer
nine CTI programs, further
increasing access to career
training opportunities. These
programs include:

Building Maintenance

HVAC

Culinary

Manufacturing

Auto Collision

Auto Technology

Diesel Mechanic

Welding

Electrical

Since its inception, the
CTI program has continued
to expand in both enroll-
ment and program diversi-
ty, attracting students from
local communities as well
as across the region. The
program remains a critical
component of Bay Path’s
efforts to support workforce
development and provide
meaningful career pathways
for adult learners.

For more information
about the CTI program
or to apply for upcoming
opportunities, please contact
Marci Komssi at mkomssi@
baypath.net.

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01876
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P1729EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Matthew David Thorng
Date of Death: February 09, 2026
To All persons interested in the
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Maria Thompson of
Springfield MA
a Will has been admitted to informal
probate.
Maria Thompson of Springfield MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.
July 10, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
and Family Court
225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01876
(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO26P2050EA
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Estate Of:
Jane L. Fountain
Date of Death: April 3, 2026
To All persons interested in the
above-captioned estate, by Petition of
Petitioner Carolyn B. Herrin of War-
ren MA
a Will has been admitted to informal
probate.
Carolyn B. Herrin of Warren MA
has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without
supervision by the Court. Inventory

and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court
in any matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the
Court to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition and
Will, if any, can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

July 10, 2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT

Docket Number: 26 SM 002048
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Patrick Hallihan and Maria Hallihan
aka Maria T. Hallihan

and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq)
U.S. Bank National Association, as
Trustee for SASCO Mortgage Loan
Trust 2007-WF2

claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
131 Paxton Rd, Spencer, MA 01562,
given by Patrick Hallihan and Maria
Hallihan aka Maria T. Hallihan to
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., dated April 9,
2007 and recorded in the Worcester
County Registry of Deeds in Book
40960, Page 213, has/have filed with
this court a complaint for determi-
nation of Defendant’s/Defendants’
Servicemembers status.

If you now are, or recently have
been, in the active military service of
the United States of America, then
you may be entitled to the benefits
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. If you object to a foreclosure
of the above-mentioned property on
that basis, then you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance
and answer in this court at: Three
Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108
on or before 08/10/2026 or you may
lose the opportunity to challenge the
foreclosure on the ground of noncom-
pliance with the Act.

Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief
Justice of this Court on June 25, 2026
Attest:

Deborah J. Patterson, Recorder

July 10, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 10 Jones
Spencer, MA 01562
By virtue and in execution of
the Power of Sale contained in a
certain mortgage given by Amanda
M Davin to Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Guild Mortgage

Street,

Company LLC, and now held by
Guild Mortgage Company LLC, said
mortgage dated July 11, 2022 and
recorded in the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 67888, Page 298, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild
Mortgage Company by assignment
dated April 9, 2024 and recorded with
said Reqistry of Deeds in Book 70394,
Page 273 as affected by a confirma-
tory assignment dated June 4, 2024
and recorded with said Registry of
Deeds in Book 70607, Page 115; said
mortgage was assigned from Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated August 13, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 70903, Page 62; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated December 19, 2024 and
recorded with said Registry of Deeds
in Book 71491, Page 134; for breach
of the conditions in said mortgage and
for the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on July
23, 2026 at 12:00 PM Local Time upon
the premises, all and singular the
premises described in said mortgage,
to wit:

TRACT 1:
The land in Spencer, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, situated in
the south side of Starr Street, viz,
BEGINNING at the northeast cor-
ner of the south line of said street
by land formerly of H.P. Starr;
THENCE by said Starr
land, S. 9° W.,, 99 feet;
THENCE by land formerly of Joseph
Pope, N. 86 1/2° W. 66 feet;
THENCE still by said Pope land, N. 9°E.,
99 feet to the south line of Starr Street;
THENCE by said street line, S. 86 1/2°
E., 66 feet to the point of beg/nn/ng

TRA CT

The land in Spencer, Worcester
County, Massachusetts, situated on
the south side of Starr Street, viz.,
BEGINNING at the northwester-
ly corner of the south line of said
street, at a point 165 feet easterly
of the easterly line of Grove Street;
THENCE S. 86 1/2° E., by the south-
erly line of Starr Street, about 82 1/2
feet to land formerly of Eli Jacobs;
THENCE S. 9° w., by
said Jacobs land, 99 feel;
THENCE N. 86 1/2° W., by land for-
merly of Joseph Pope, about 74 1/2
feet to a point on the easterly side of
a two rod private street, now called
Jones Street, and 165 feet easterly
of the easterly line of Grove Street;
THENCE N. 3 1/2° E., by the easterly
line of Jones Street, 99 feet to the point

of beginning.

The description of the property
contained in the mortgage shall control
in the event of a typographical error in
this publication.

For Mortgagor’s Title see deed
dated July 7, 2022 and recorded in the
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 67888,
Page 294.

TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed subject
to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above
described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00)
Dollars of the purchase price must be
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time
and place of the sale by the purchaser.
The balance of the purchase price
shall be paid in cash, certified check,
bank treasurer’s or cashier’s check
within thirty (30) days after the date of
sale.

Other terms to be announced
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street

2nd Floor

Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company

LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701
June 26, 2026

July 3, 2026

July 10, 2026

Notification of Aquatic Treatment —
Lake Lashaway
Lake Lashaway in East Brookfield and
North Brookfield will be treated with
herbicides to control nuisance aquatic
vegetation on the following dates:
June 17, 2026 (SONAR treatment)
July 15, 2026 (SONAR & invasives
treatment #2)
August 19, 2026 (invasives treat-
ment #3, if required)
Signage will be posted around lake
access sites for each treatment.
The use of the lake will be restricted
as follows for each of the dates above:
Swimming, boating and fishing (1
day)
Livestock watering (Agricultural) (1
day)
Direct drinking (3 days)
Irrigation (14 days)
The work is being funded by lake resi-
dent donation and the Lake Lashaway
Community Association, Inc., pursuant
to permits/licenses issued by Mass
Dept. of Environmental Protection
(File Nos. 149-0165 & 244-0121) with
approval from the East Brookfield
& North Brookfield Conservation
Commissions. Work s being performed
under contract with The Pond and Lake
Connection Lake Management, 1112
Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804.
July 10, 2026
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Veterans Inc. hosts 21st Annual Stand Down

WORCESTER
— Veterans Inc. proudly
hosted its largest-ever Stand
Down event on Friday, June
12, 2026, at the Historic
Armory and headquarters in
Worcester, Massachusetts.
Celebrating its 21st year,
the Stand Down welcomed
more than 450 Veterans and
their families, reaching the
highest number of veterans
to date! In the last 21 years,
Veterans Inc. has served over
12,000 Veterans just through
the Stand Down initiative.

In partnership with the
U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs and U.S. Department
of Labor, this year’s Stand
Down brought together
more than 150 service pro-
viders, employers, and veter-
an-serving organizations to
deliver critical resources to
veterans through free medi-
cal screenings, housing sup-
port, mental health services,
legal assistance, VA benefits
navigation, and on-site job
interviews.

Lt. Col. Vincent .
Perrone, U.S. Air Force
(ret.), President & CEO,
Veterans Inc. said, “For 21
years, Stand Down has been
one of the most important
days on our calendar, and the
need it answers continues to
grow. Welcoming 450 veter-

ans and family members this
year is a reminder that our
work is far from finished.
None of it would be pos-
sible without the commu-
nity partners, sponsors, and
elected officials who stood
alongside us. When a com-
munity comes together like
this, veterans get the support
they have earned, and that is
exactly what they deserve.”
We were honored to
be joined by many elect-
ed officials who are great
supporters of the needs
of Veterans in our com-
munities. Senator Robyn
Kennedy (First Worcester),
Mayor of Worcester Joe
Petty, Worcester County
Sheriff Lew Evangelides,
and Colonel Bob Notch from
the Office of the Veterans
Advocate all spoke during
the opening ceremony about
the importance of support-
ing veterans in our commu-
nities. We are thankful to
also have been joined by
Doreen Goodrich of Senator
Mike Moore’s office, and
Representatives Jim O’Day
(14th  Worcester), Dan
Donahue (16th Worcester),
and David LeBoeuf (17th
Worcester).
Ray Carville, Senior
Manager of Public Affairs,
US Army (ret.), OIF/OEF

veteran, said, “What stayed
with me was the energy on
the field and the connec-
tions being made, whether
that connection was with an
employer, a service provid-
er, or Veterans Inc. services.
And Veterans connecting
with other Veterans. Having
served, I know how much it
means to be reminded you
are not carrying things alone.
That sense of community, of
Veterans showing up for one
another, is what Stand Down
is really about.”

The event showcased
more than 150 providers
and employers onsite, offer-
ing assistance with housing,
employment, medical and
mental health services, legal
support, benefits counsel-
ing, substance use treatment,
financial guidance, women
only veteran services and
much more. Massachusetts
Registry of Motor Vehicles
(RMV), the Veteran Affairs
(VA), Amazon, Pepsi, Ocean
State Job Lot, and more were
onsite supporting attendees
with FREE services and
over 60 Employers prioritiz-
ing hiring Veterans! MCPHS
Optometry performed free
vision, dental screenings and
acupuncture.

Veteran attendees

accessed free clothing, food,

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services

ORGENTER

ALWAYS THE BEST

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics + A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators « Starters « ABS

Snowblower & Generator Repair

Alignments - Tires...and more Tractor Service_

Major Insurance Referral Shop Tu!le-ul)s & Ht_apalrs

Honoring All Insurance Estimates Plckull & Del“’ery
1734 Providence Road (Rt 122) 508-987-2775 o E
Northbridge, MA 01534 . =
Ph: 508-234-5211  Fax: 508-234-2231 492 Mam St OXfOI'd
www.kearnscollisioncom WORCESTERCOUNTY Y

Fully Certified - RS# 2678 E kLAWNMOWER_COM =] J

Got Space?

we do.

(OO

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For Advertising
[nformation
Call
774-200-7308
email;
mikaela@
stonebridge
Press.news

refreshments, haircuts by
Super Cuts, and personal
care items. The Dogfather
and Jeremiah’s Ice Cream
generously offered Veterans
a free hot dog or ice cream
with proof of status. All
Veterans in attendance
received access to surplus
items, including boots, mess
kits and canteens, t-shirts,
waist packs, backpacks, duf-
fel bags, and much more!
This year’s Stand Down
was made possible through
the generous support of our
major sponsors who believe
in Veterans Inc.’s mission
to serve those who served:
Spectrum, The Department
of Labor, Beacon Bank,
National Grid, Idemia, Blue
Hive Exhibits, The Hanover
Insurance Group, Casella
and bankHometown, as well
as over 300 community vol-
unteers and the dedicated
staff at Veterans Inc.

During the event, a spe-
cial moment of impact took
place as Megan was present-
ed with a vehicle through
Veterans Inc.’s partnership
with Second Chance Cars,
Inc. Since being referred to
Veterans Inc.’s Supportive
Services for Veteran Families
(SSVF) Housing Program in
September 2022, Megan has
demonstrated remarkable

resilience and determination
while working toward sta-
ble housing and employment
while raising her two chil-
dren as a single mother. The
vehicle giveaway provides
increased access to employ-
ment opportunities, greater
independence, and contin-
ued stability as she advances
in her career and builds a
brighter future for her fam-
ily. Veterans Inc. extends
sincere appreciation to Case
Managers Sheldon Foster,
Jared Jones, and Nicole
Buck, along with Second
Chance Cars’ Dan Holin and
Cory Dentino, whose col-
laboration and commitment
helped make this meaningful
milestone possible.
“Military members, vet-
erans and their families
bring leadership, team-
work and a strong work
ethic to Spectrum,” said
Nancy Clark, Director of
Government Affairs for
Massachusetts at Charter
Communications. “By
investing in organizations
like Veterans Inc., we sup-
port service members and
their families in the commu-
nities we serve as they build

meaningful careers after
their service.”
For more information

on participating in future

" Asian Longhor
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured - Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES

PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER e NICK MILLER

Veterans Inc. events or to
apply for services today con-
tact Veterans Inc. at 1-800-
482-2565 or via e-mail
at standdown@veteransinc.
org. or visit veteransinc.org.

About Veterans Inc.

Veterans Inc. is New
England’s leading provider
of support services to vet-
erans and their families. A
501(c)(3) non-profit, the
organization’s single-mind-
ed mission is to be there
for our veterans and their
families in their time of
need. Incorporated in 1990,
Veterans Inc. has helped
more than 120,000 veter-
ans in need over the past
35 years. Today, it operates
offices and programs in all
six New England states,
Montana and North Dakota.
The support services include
housing programs, coun-
seling, employment and
training, family programs,
benefits counseling and
advocacy, behavioral health
services, transportation, tem-
porary financial assistance,
health and wellness, food
services, and women and
childcare services.

N2

news@ u -

OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

stonebridgepress.news < Bi™

chiuneysmasonRy Ji ELECTRICIAN. m Home Improvement

New & Repairs, Repointing,

CHIMNEY COLONNA
CLEANINGS| | ELECTRIC
Starting at $99 LC

A&-kg(l)%%ig Lic.# A1-8844
CONCRETE WORK

Rebuilding, Re-lining, COMMERCIAL
Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New ELECTRICAL,
& Stair Repair, Concrete GENERATORS,
Walkways, Stonewalls, FIRE ALARM &
New Roofs, Construction
& Carpentry. EV CHARGERS
Need to get it done? Call
Call me!
-FREE Estimates- (508)
Quality Chimney 234-4889

(508)752-1003

RESIDENTIAL &

Licensed &

508-867-2877

508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

‘ FJ sccrenimeo)
= BEE

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience)
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

For Advertising Information, Gall 774-200-1308
email:mikaela@stonehridge press.news

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION
Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Water Proofing
Walkways
Stone Veneer
Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

Brian French

(413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com

A5 MIKE LAMBERT'S
PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.
) \ Commercial,
Interior and Ex.terlor Residential,
PowerWashing | e, Construction
Wallpapering
General Repair 369 Main St,
Fully Insured s Sted MA
pencer,
Over 40+ Years 1-833-969-4330
Experience Fully Insured
774-241-0216
720\ MIKELAMBERTSPANDH
774-230-8373 @GMAL.COM

David
Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters
Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127
MA HIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585
C: 508-397-6709
0: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

_Plumbing | ROOFING_§ Roofing

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When you need a new
roof hire a roofing
company .We are the
only local company
dedicated to roofing
only .We install roofing
only everyday
Read our reviews at the Better

Business Bureau. A+ rating and
accredited member since 2009.

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100
Lifetime material warranty &
25 yr. labor warranty available
MA Reg #153955 CSL #095459
T-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting

All Major
Credit Cards
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Saint Joseph School celebrates the Class of 2026

WEBSTER  —
Saturday, June 6, the Samt
Joseph School Class of
2026 held their graduation
ceremony following a spe-
cial 1 p.m. Mass in Saint
Joseph Basilica. Fourteen
8th Grade students were
recognized by their Home
Room Teacher, Mary Ann
Weaver. Each 8th Grade
student received a Saint
Joseph School Graduation
Certificate as well as rec-
ognition for their academic
excellence and participation
in clubs and organizations.

Mychael Jones: End
of Year Honor Roll -
Honors, Student Council
President, Yearbook Club,
AAA Safety Patrol ; Neli
Kuznecki: End of Year
Honor Roll — High Honors,
Altar Server, Yearbook
Club; Oluwatosin Akindele:
End of Year Honor Roll
— Honors, Yearbook Club;
Axel Kapitulik: End of Year
Honor Roll — High Honors;
Alexis Archambault:

End of Year Honor Roll
— Honors, Choir, Drama
Club, AAA Safety Patrol;
Jacob Marcuccio: End of
Year Honor Roll — Honors,
Astar  Server Yearbook
Club; Avery Archambault:
End of Year Honor Roll
— High Honors, Yearbook
Club, AAA Safety Patrol;
Lukas Barbosa: End of Year
Honor Roll — High Honors,
Student Council Grade
8 Class Representative,
Altar Server, Drama Club,
Yearbook Club, AAA
Safety Patrol; Hayley
Benes: End of Year Honor
Roll - Honors, Children
of Mary, Yearbook Club;
Ivonka Warnajtys: End of
Year Honor Roll — Honors,
Children of Mary, Choir,
Yearbook Club; Kalleia
Agosto: End of Year Honor
Roll — High Honors, Choir,
Drama Club, AAA Safety
Club; Jacob Lopez: End of
Year Honor Roll — Honors,
Yearbook Club; Tenleigh
Dowd: End of Year Honor

Roll — Honors, Student
Council Vice-President,
Choir, Drama  Club,

Yearbook Club, AAA Safety
Patrol; Angelo Trayner.
In addition, Headmaster,
Rev. Ryszard Polek and
Principal, Beth Boudreau
distributed medals to the
top two students who
achieved academic excel-
lence in the individual sub-
jects. The student with the
highest grade-point average
received a gold medal on a
red ribbon inscribed with
the words, “Outstanding
Academic Achievement”
and their name. The stu-
dent with the second high-
est grade point average
received a silver medal on a
white ribbon inscribed with
the words, “Recognition for
Academic Achievement”
and their name. English/
Language Arts: Gold —
Axel Kapitulik, Silver —
Neli Kuznecki; Literature:
Gold — Axel Kapitulik,
Silver — Neli Kuznecki;

Angel
Age 14
Registration #8894

Massachusetts.

. GF . a ’ @ . 1 a -
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Angel is a bright, independent young
man with a kind and compassionate
heart. He is funny, witty, and enjoys
connecting with others through his great
sense of humor. An exceptionally talent-
ed athlete, Angel loves sports and espe-
cially enjoys playing baseball and foot-
ball. Although he modestly describes his
abilities as “just alright,” his confidence
and skill are evident every time he steps
onto the field. His dedication, teamwork,
and natural athleticism make sports an

important part of his life. When he’s not

Can | Adopt?

playing sports, Angel enjoys spending
time playing video games and watching
movies. Looking ahead, he dreams of becoming an athlete, though he re-
mains open-minded and excited to explore other possibilities for his future.
Angel is a thoughtful, determined young man with a bright future ahead of
him. He is eager to continue pursuing his interests, exploring new opportu-
nities, and building meaningful connections with those around him.
https://www.mareinc.org/child/21181421315

If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room
in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters
or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you
won'’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will
help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with.
To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mareinc.org . Mas-
sachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give you guidance
and information on the adoption process. Reach out today to find out all the
ways you can help children and teens in foster care.

i a;\\ a;\\ a;\\ a;\\ p

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS -
774-200-7308

Place your ad' ity I

Court-esy

The Saint Joseph School Class of 2026 gathers for a commemorative graduation photo alongside
Principal Mrs. Beth Boudreau, Headmaster Rev. Richard Polek, Associate Pastor Rev. Anthony
Kazarnowicz, and 8th Grade Instructor Mrs. Mary Ann Weaver following the graduation ceremony
held on Saturday, June 6th at Saint Joseph Basilica.

Science: Gold - Axel
Kapitulik, Silver — Neli
Kuznecki; Mathematics:

Gold - Axel Kapitulik,
Silver — Lukas Barbosa;
Social Studies: Gold — Axel
Kapitulik, Silver - Lukas
Barbosa; Religion: Gold
— Lukas Barbosa, Silver —
Kalleia Agosto; Spanish:
Gold - Kalleia Agosto,
Silver — Axel Kapitulik.
The student with the high-
est overall grade-point
average received a medal
with the words inscribed
“First Overall Academic
Achievement” and his/her
name on it. Axel Kapitulik
was the recipient of this

medal.

Finally, Headmaster,
Rev. Richard Polek and
Principal, Beth Boudreau
distributed the following
awards: Bishop Daniel P.
Reilly Book Award - pre-
sented to the student who
best exemplifies the bish-
op’s motto, “In Kindness
and in Truth” and who
demonstrates qualities of
duty, honor, sacrifice, and
accomplishment within the
school community. The cri-
teria for selection include
displaying kindness and
truth in everyday life, an
enthusiasm for learning,
and active involvement

in service to the school,
community, and church:
Tenleigh Dowd; Josephine
P. Nalewajk Christian
Witness Award — a distin-
guished award presented to
the student who exempli-
fies outstanding Christian
qualities as well as notable
service to the St. Joseph
Community. The student’s
name is also engraved on
a plaque displayed in the
school: Kalleia Agosto.
Congratulations  and
Best Wishes, Saint Joseph
School Class of 2026!

Webster Five expands
Board of Directors

Tracy LeMire

AUBURN — Webster
Five has appointed Tracy
LeMaire to its Board of
Directors. A seasoned CPA
and entrepreneur, LeMaire
brings extensive exper-
tise in financial account-
ing, auditing and small
business leadership to the
role.

LeMaire joins Webster
Five’s Board as an estab-
lished accounting profes-
sional and the owner of
Evolve CPA Consulting,
LLC, which she found-
ed in 2021 in response
to the complex accounting
and financial challeng-
es faced by the cannabis
industry. She current-
ly serves as a consulting

hour travel time.

Brookfield Water Department
6 Central St.
Brookfield MA. 01506

Water Superintendent/Primary Operator
The Town of Brookfield is seeking a full time MA DEP Li-
censed Water Superintendent/Primary Operator dedicated
to water system operations, with additional duties as directed
and assigned.
The Superintendent/Primary Operator will work under the
direct supervision and authority of the Brookfield Water

Commissioner. This position is responsible for all aspects of
supervision, planning, administration, operations-mainte-
nance and customer service of the Brookfield Public Water
Department, D1/T1 system.
In accordance with MA DEP regulations, the Superintendent/
Primary Operator must be available to the system within one

For more information and a copy of the Position Description,
please contact the Brookfield Water Department at 508-867-
2930 X17 or via email: hchisholm@brookfieldma.us

FOSTER
PARENTS

WANTED:
Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout
Central MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus.

Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

WAR RELICS &
WAR SOUVENIERS
WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER
CASH WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,
Medals, Badges,
Flags, Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 years’
experience.
Call David
(508) 688-0847.
I'LL COME TO YOU!

CFO for cannabis compa-
nies across Massachusetts
and the Northeast.

“Tracy has built her
career helping businesses
navigate complex finan-
cial terrain, and that kind
of experience is exact-
ly what we want inform-

ing our vision,” said Brian
Westerlind, President
and CEO, Webster Five.

“Tracy’s values and leader-
ship experience are reflec-
tive of Webster Five’s,
and we look forward to the
meaningful impact she will
have on the Bank.”

Before founding her firm,
LeMaire spent 11 years at
AAFCPAs, where she led
financial statement audits
for privately held compa-
nies across a diverse range
of industries including
manufacturing, technology,
healthcare, nonprofit and
professional services.

“Webster Five has deep
roots in the communities it
serves, and that’s something
I admire,” said LeMaire. “I
look forward to contributing
my experience and perspec-
tive as the Bank continues
to grow and innovate.”

LeMaire holds a
Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration
and Accounting from
the University of
New  Hampshire and
a Master of Business

Administration from Bryant
University. A member of the
American Institute of CPAs
and the Massachusetts
Society of CPAs, she
serves on the Cannabis
Committee and Consulting
CFO Roundtable. In
2018, she was honored
with MassCPAs Women
to Watch Emerging Leader
Award.

“Tracy is a won-
derful addition to our
Board,” said Steve

Charniak, Chairman of
the Board, Webster Five.
“Her expertise will enhance
the value we provide to
Worcester County residents,
businesses and nonprofits.”

Outside of work, LeMaire
volunteers as a coach for
Girls on the Run Worcester
County, while residing in
Sutton with her husband
and two daughters.

About Webster Five

Webster Five is a full-ser-
vice financial institution
delivering personal, small
business and commercial
banking solutions backed
by deep expertise in bank-
ing and local markets.
With a relationship-driven
approach and forward-look-
ing products, the Bank helps
clients navigate financial
decisions with confidence
and efficiency.

All Saints Academy announces

honor roll

WEBSTER — All Saints Academy is proud to recognize the
students who have earned Honor Roll status for the final marking
period of the 2025-2026 school year. These students have demon-
strated outstanding academic achievement through their hard
work, dedication, and commitment to excellence.

Head of School

Grade 8: Connor Shelburne

Grade 7: Cristian Cruz, Raegan Duquette, Lucy Messenger

High Honors

Grade 8: Alanna Yelu-Attigah

Grade 7: Lydia Burke, Jackson Dunkley, Fiona Radcliffe,
Nathan Ruiz, Charlotte Wentworth, Keon Yelu-Attigah

Grade 6: Mia Beaudette, Felicity Sweetland

Grade 5: Sydney Duquette

First Honors

Grade 8: Kallie Fales, Samantha Gardner, Maggie Keegan,

Rozlyn Rekowski, Camden Trainor, Graceanne

FO? . Benjamin Mukuha
Advertising Grade 6:
Information Troiano, Olive Wilson, Francesca Zicaro .
Call Grade 5: Ayrianna Botelho, Nayvalee Ruiz, Isabella Wester
Recognition
774-200-7308 Grade 8: Noah Beaudette, Dominic Kistner, Caleb Latino,
email: Gianna Monticelli
mikaela@ Grade 7: Nola Boulmetis, Gavin Tetreault
l:’ 2;1 Grade 6: Julia Hansen, Norah Healy, Leila Montilla, Lila
stonebri1 ge Turner

press.news

Grade 5: Landon McGrail, Brayden Shelburne
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(TN Welsten - 106 East Main St (Zre 12) N
hope2own.com . - Crnmencial, Oppoitanity! S
D 508.943.4333 i ; '53:: Corner Lot, 275’ +/- Road Frontage, Extren%ely ng&
SW Peéfeth - Owuner Brober ; = Traffic Count, 6,200 SF (75x80) Commercial Build-
H H : 0 i ing, Currently 2 Units -> Potential for More. Econom-
Licensed in MA, CT &RI = ical, Efficient Natural Gas FHA Heat & Cooling. Its
REAL ESTATE GROUP g = e close proximity to Successful National Franchised
43 East Main Street Webster. MA 01570 We Want - - -, Businesses generates Significant Commerce at this
’ H H ' .
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You! Your Listi ngs.

Location. Convenient Access.
* June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Maureen Cimoch * &rya«x Pelletier

| B mLs #73512426 List Price: $ 615,000
Dadley - 3 Manstall Tevace () Featuned New Leoting! ) ;( ) Webotn ~ 33 Staten Sz 3 /)2
A Contractor's  Opportunity! )X / Websten Late WW \ i - V| - \ B
00 SF OO0, Tty Donstructed” - 26 Lasncluood Dr —

great location, est. neighbor- -
W%ewwg B2

. hood, key resources > town — i
water & sewer & natural gas in Experience ultra-luxury lake- OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 12-2
. front living on prestigious Sprawling fieldstone faced Ranch! Located on a +/- 0.5-acre, 2 car ga-
k street. By appomtment Only! Webster Lake. This master- rage. Offers: 1,860 sf main level plus 1,000 sf +/- finished lower lev-
fully designed, brand-new el, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, 2 stone fireplacesFHW BB heat. Open floor plan
construction masterpiece  kitchen, living rm, dining rm, breezeway wi/sliders to rear deck, and

<4 spans 2,556 square feet of 3 season sunroom MLS # 73500183 $479,900
sophisticated, two-story living

space optimized for pano- Webste: - 24 éoaﬁm =4

ramic Western water views
and direct lake access. The 7{6&# &WM WM sw Yhome
upper level features a mag-

® nificent primary bedroom i -

suite, anchoring an exquisite
year-round sunroom that
flows seamlessly onto an ex-
pansive open deck. Designed

| LS No. 73544127 $155,000.

() We&z‘m I8 DiDonats #ve ()

THIS IS THE ONE: AN AFF\OHD

# BLE-ONE-LEVEL-MOVE- INi
794 READY-RANCH! Offers 980 SF+, 2
BRs, 1 Bath & partially finished walk-
out LL Family Room. Situated on a R o ccamicss entertaining the
7,104 sf level lot w/80’ road frontage, " lower level serves as a private

a fenced backyard, & 2 CAR GA- guest floor, complete with a full second kitchen, additional bedroom, and premium fin-
= RAGE! Conveniently located in East ishes throughout. From morning coffee to sunset gatherings, you'll enjoy every minute
Wi . § ) while overlooking the water from the lakeside deck, gorgeous covered patio, open 2nd
o e V"Iage- First Time Offered! story deck/sunroom. Every detail of this high-end estate redefines waterfront elegance.
~~ MLS #7353410 5$333,000 MLS#73542689 $1,650,000.

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Web-
. ster Lake with access at Lake-
- side beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4
homes being built at this site.
Offers 2,155 sq. ft +/- of living area, 7
rms, 4 brs, 3 %2 baths, 9ft ceiling, wood
flooring throughout with ceramic tyle
baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-
in closet, and private full bathr, double
_ sink vanity, finished lower level walk-out
~ w/ slider. Central AC, garage

MLS # 73534271 %649,900.00

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg
Welster Lake Watenfront () Webster Lake Watorfront!! wem Lok Wm{/mf 3l EW

\ -

22 Union Poinit Suny Dondon Yill, X& _ On %zdcm Doint # 10

Astoundin Panoramic

2l=lflel = SUNDAY.12- . Views acrc?ss mid-section

Waterfront Lake Snug Harbor Villa End Unit! of Webster Lake! View the

Most Luxurious & Largest on the Lake! lake from all windows.

Presenting a distinguished condo residence that will provide an Located on a peninsula
exceptional waterfront lifestyle! Offers an expansive 4600 sf+/ providing 2 Shorelines. : - :

| featuring 4BRs, 4-1/2 baths, 3 frplcs & more, all designed for re- ;'rg‘:ﬁ‘;edeW”%ilRﬁggf Panoramic View, from this absolutely lovely
/| laxation & convenience! Nothing quite compares! Priced to Sell. A : home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ Beds, 2 full baths, 2

Totnant' [t w*-—m VIEW REALTOR MLS # 73507605 FOR MORE DETAILS$1,050,000.

Central Air. Garage. car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront. .37
$ 900,000. Acres! Sandy Waterfront! $1,100,000

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE REMI
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 i

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 i‘“

[, Maria Reed 508-873-9254 (=Y

o Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Deb Listewnik 508-847-0872

ReMax Vision « 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

i CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
GRAFTON- ANTIQUE CAPE

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE

AUCTION

OXFORD

s+ SINGLE

"2. B.edroom Sideci Ram;h *2 Greenhouses Garage/ *Updated Roof, Siding, Heating *Wide Pine Floors *3 Bed-

4 * i i * rooms *Town Services *1/2 Acre Lot * UNBELIEVABLE
12 P I N E RI D G E DRIVE ~ Ba§n301())?;e£;z:£;(; 2&1;?;?};‘23%%3 ?ggg?llgoﬁgnd Yard - 1/2 Acre of Plantings, Privacy and Garage
This single family ranch sits on a level .29 acre 78 Blackmer Rd $489,500 41 Worcester Rd, $449,500
lot. in an established neighborhood just off : LEICESTER- WATERFRONT!!!| __ SUTTON- 1.4 acres OXFORD- COLONIAL

Charlton St. The home has +1,362 sq. ft. of living
area and features 3 bedrooms, 1bathroom,
fireplace, rear deck and attached 1 car garage.

zekosgroup.com
VISIT WEBSITE FOR PROPERTY DETAILS AND TERMS.

= *6 Rooms * 1st floor Main Bedroom *Open and Spac10us Floor Pla * 35 First Floor (Potential) Family
E ZEKBS ERDUP * Updates Include: Buderus Furnace, n *1st Floor Family Room Room*2 Baths *1st Floor Laundry
) AUBTIDNEERS Young Roof, New Flues *Fantastic *3 Bedrooms * Office and. Ma}n Bath * Easy Commute

= 508-842-9000 ‘Waterviews *Hardwood Floors *Garage location * Updated Heating System

34 Lake Sargent Dr $634,500 |9 Colonial Rd $565,000 3 Elm St $425,000

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc. .. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

“l SOLVE REAL ESTATE
PROBLEMS” G S ? Whgn ER’ Key Realty
ReMal)-(i:;::;(:zs:gnn:rgs&clates ot p a ce f Experljnce Donna Flannery Realtor®
We need properties to sell - any type! d \ ; an. E)Zi;iﬁ;::; e borcom
gg g ::6% gzlg g we o C C ommitment Donnaflanneri@erakey net
cal Ie:n 19 9 5 @col com Contact Mikaela Today Matter OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE

NATIONAL ERA FIVALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

774-200-7308 Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk SERVICE
R E / M Ax gEIMAx el ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS
miKaeia s 508.612.1382 - SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME }
' //m RFIHA;\\ g ERA HALL OF FAMEE 08 ) g
RE/MAX Professional Associates *

stonebridgepress.news \ @puuion ) MESRealty.com
gep \Y_,/ W ETOVHIER TGN 415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

FEATURED HOME "Stoneybrook Gardens" Thinking about moving?

Quality - Locatlon Custom Features

*3900 sq ft *24'x2'4 Great Room
*Custom Built Kitchen desgned for
a Gourmet Cook * 3 Compleltey
finished levels * Hardwoof Floors
* Central Air *2 Fireplaces

Whether you're buying your first home,
upgrading, downsizing, or simply curious about
today's market, I'm here to help you navigate
every step with confidence.,

+ Local Market Expertise
v Personalized Service
+ Strong Negotiation Skills
v Dedicated to Your Success

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik) *Private Showings )
Szymczak < - 5 - Plan to Fall i n Love with this Home . - Bob Berk Realtor®
CRS, GRI, SRES # ; ReMax Vision A Bas Find Out What Your vREm 508-367-9226
508 943 7669 - : 25 Union St-) WorCCSter MA 01608 SRR Ll bobberkrealtor@gmail.com

774-230-5044 __ CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS __LicensedinMA & c1] | HOme Is Worth Today! ~ Vision
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Brookﬁelds Lions Club elects new officers

Courtesy

Andy Caron, newly installed Club President of
the Brookfields Lions Club.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — The
Brookfields Lions Club elected new offi-
cers at its final meeting of the 2025-2026
club year on Thursday, June 18, according

to immediate past president Bill Cass.

New officers for the 2026-2027 club year
include Andy Caron, president; Bill Fullam,
first vice-president; Paul Thompson, sec-
ond vice-president; Glenn Waugh, treasur-
er; Jim Buzzell, secretary; Doug Morrison,
membership chair; Marc Kokansy, direc-
tor; Bill Cass, Lions Club International
Foundation coordinator; John Thompson,
tail twister, and Philip Bricault, lion tamer.

As the new Lions Club President, Andy
Caron will lead the club, preside over meet-
ings, oversee committees, and ensure that
club activities align with Lions International
goals. He serves as the chief representative
of the club in the community and helps
guide service projects, membership growth,
and club operations.

First Vice-President Bill Fullam will
serve as a catalyst to annually assess club
activities and then implement new goals
in the next fiscal year as club president.
Second Vice-President Paul Thompson will
serve as requested by the club president to
lead specific committees or projects.

Club Treasurer Glenn Waugh will con-
tinue to serve as the main bookkeeper for
the club’s financial accounts; this includes
the administration of membership dues
invoicing and collection, making deposits

and recording expense receipts.

Club Secretary Jim Buzzell keeps the
history of the club’s official proceedings,
an accurate accounting of the club mem-
bership roster and assists in every commu-
nication effort to members. He also serves
as the communications liaison between the
club, the district and the association.

As the new club Membership Chair,
Doug Morrison will lead the charge in
recruiting new members, orienting them
into involvement opportunities with the
club and nurturing relationships between
established members and new members.
Reach out to Doug if you would like addi-
tional information about how to become a
Lion.

Marc Kokansky will serve on the club’s
board of directors, helping guide the club’s
mission, policies, and long-term planning.
He works with the club’s officers to pro-
vide oversight, support service projects,
and ensure the club remains a strong and
effective force in the community.

In his new role as LCIF Coordinator,
Bill Cass will promote awareness and
support for the Lions Clubs International
Foundation (LCIF), encouraging member
participation and contributions that help
fund humanitarian service projects and

disaster relief efforts around the world.

John Thompson’s job as the “Tail
Twister” is to help create a fun, welcoming
atmosphere at club meetings by encourag-
ing fellowship, recognizing achievements,
and promoting good humor. This role helps
strengthen friendships and build club spirit.

As the “Lion Tamer,” Philip Bricault
will be responsible for the care and pre-
sentation of the club’s property, including
flags, banners, the gavel, and other meeting
equipment. This role helps ensure meetings
are organized, professional, and conducted
with pride.

The mission of Lions Clubs International,
the world’s largest, youngest and most
active service organization, is to empow-
er volunteers to serve their communities,
meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace,
and promote international understanding.
Members of the Brookfields Lions Club are
dedicated to service and support in the com-
munities of Brookfield, East Brookfield,
North Brookfield, West Brookfield, and
New Braintree.

For more information about the
Brookfields Lions Club, to download a
membership application, or to send an
email to the club, visit their Web site at
brookfieldslionsclub,org.

New England Water Ski Collective to host
State Slalom Championships at Buffumville Lake

CHARLTON — The New England Water
Ski Collective (formerly known as the
Webster Water Ski Collective) is proud to
announce that it will host the Massachusetts
State Slalom Championships on July 15
at Buffumville Lake, located on the Oxford/
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Charlton town line. A competitors practice
session will take place on July 14 for this
event.

This event marks the first time in many
years that a Massachusetts State Slalom
Championship tournament will be held in
the Commonwealth. The New England
Water Ski Collective is honored to bring
this prestigious competition back to Central
Massachusetts, where it will showcase the
best water skiers from across the state and
surrounding regional area.

How Slalom works

Slalom skiing is one of the most popular
and recognizable disciplines in water ski-
ing. Performed on a single ski, it is the skill
that many beginners aspire to master —
and what elite skiers make look effortless.

In competition, a slalom course is com-
prised of six fixed buoys positioned 11.5
meters (37.73 feet) to the left and right of
the boat’s centerline. The centerline itself
is marked by boat guide buoys spaced 2.1
meters (6.89 feet) apart to ensure precise
boat path alignment.

A successful pass requires the skier to:

Enter through the starting gates

Pass around the outside of all six buoys

Exit cleanly through the end gates

Only after clearing the exit gates is the
pass considered complete.

Depending on a skier’s category and
ability level, rope length begins as long as
18.25 meters (60 feet) and can shorten to
an incredibly challenging 9.75 meters (32
feet). After each successful pass, the rope
is shortened — increasing the difficulty —
while boat speeds can increase up to a max-
imum of 36 mph depending on division.

As rope lengths shorten and speeds
increase, the physical demands grow
dramatically. Professional skiers are
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known to generate cross-course speeds
between 60-75 mph across the wake as
they accelerate from one buoy to the next.

Final scores are recorded based on boat
speed, rope length, and the number of com-
pleted buoys. The skier who can complete
the most buoys at the shortest rope length
and highest speed earns the victory.

Competition will be conducted under
the standards of the American Water Ski
Association (AWSA), whose official rules
govern sanctioned tournament slalom
events .

Supporting conservation and accessibil-
ity

Tournament profits will be donated to
support conservation efforts and improve-
ments to the grounds at Buffumville Dam,
maintained by the United States Army
Corps of Engineers.

In addition, the New England Water Ski
Collective plans to install accessible beach
mats at Buffumville Beach this summer to
improve shoreline access for individuals
with mobility challenges — ensuring more
members of the community can safely
enjoy the lake.

Built on partnership and community

The Collective’s Slalom/Competition
Team has worked diligently to build part-
nerships with regional ski teams, indi-
vidual competitors, and the Army Corps
of Engineers to bring this championship
event to life. The coordination of athletes,
officials, volunteers, and site logistics rep-
resents months of collaboration.

Led by director Joe Zmetra, the New
England Water Ski Collective’s compe-
tition team is especially excited to see
many of its own members compete on
home water as they pursue qualification for
AWSA Eastern Regionals and Nationals.

Zmetra reflected on the athleticism
required in the sport: “Slalom is as much
about strength as it is about precision. The
skier has to generate incredible power
across the wake, maintain perfect form in
and out of their cuts, and carry maximum
velocity into each turn. At the buoy, you
need the ability to stop on a dime, change
direction instantly, and set up your next cut
with total control. It’s a balance of explo-
siveness and technique — and when it all
comes together, it’s an amazing thing to
watch.”

All abilities — one passion

The championship represents more
than just competition — it reflects the
Collective’s mission of “All Abilities — One
Passion.”

“Our team is incredibly excit-
ed to bring the Massachusetts State
Slalom Championships back to Central
Massachusetts,” said Leonardo Topa,
President of the New England Water Ski
Collective. “All three divisions of our orga-
nization have worked together to make
this event possible, while also supporting
our other major initiatives this season —
including our Learn to Ski programs and
our traveling adaptive ski clinics. This tour-
nament shows how our organization con-
tinues to grow while making sure everyone
has the opportunity to get out on the water
and enjoy the sport we love.”

The New England Water Ski Collective
is eagerly awaiting the warmer weather
as it prepares to begin a busy season that
will see its members actively skiing and
competing across the New England region.

About the New England Water Ski
Collective

The New England Water Ski Collective
is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to making water skiing and
water sports accessible to all. Through its
Adaptive, Competitive, and Recreational
ski teams, the organization works to remove
barriers to participation and grow the sport
throughout the New England region.

As a nonprofit, the Collective relies on
the generosity of donors, community part-
ners, and sponsors to help expand program-
ming, host events, and provide opportuni-
ties for athletes of all abilities.

If you are interested in donating to
support our Adaptive, Competitive, or
Recreational ski teams, please contact our
Sponsorship Coordinator, Juliet, at Juliet@
NewEnglandWaterSki.org

By supporting the New England Water
Ski Collective, you are helping ensure that
more individuals — regardless of age or
ability — have the chance to experience the
thrill and community of water skiing.

For more information about the
Massachusetts State Slalom Championships
or the New England Water Ski Collective,
please contact New England Water Ski
Collective at (774) 495-0165 or comp@
newenglandwaterski.org.
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