
Free by request to residents of Charlton, Charlton City and Charlton Depot

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS Thursday, November 17, 2022 - Friday, November 18, 2022

 CROWNS • CAPS • BRIDGES • COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT • ROOT CANAL THERAPY 

SURGICAL SERVICES
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS • All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 • (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 

284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL
Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry  • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

New
Patients
Welcome

 We Strive 
For Painless 

Dentistry

We now offer 
In-house Dental 

Insurance. Call for 
more information! Independently Owned and Operated

SERVPRO® of Southern Worcester County
508-234-3399

servprosouthernworcestercounty.com

CHARLTON — The Town 
has renewed its Charlton 
Community Electricity 
Aggregation (Charlton CEA) 
contract for two years, offering 
significant winter energy price 
relief  for enrolled participants. 
The Town has again bid for 
electric supply together with 
the Towns of  Millbury and 
Oxford.

Charlton residents cur-
rently participating in the 
Community Electricity 
Aggregation program will 
automatically receive the new 
prices, which will be fixed for 
two years (from December 
2022 through December 2024). 
Charlton CEA’s new electricity 
supplier will be Direct Energy 
Services. This exciting news 
comes on the heels of  National 
Grid’s recent proposal of  signif-

icant rate hikes for the coming 
winter months.

National Grid proposed 
that as of  Nov. 1, the default 
Residential Basic Service Fixed 
supply rate will be 33.891 cents/
kWh, which is significantly 
higher than the new default 
Charlton Standard supply rate 
of  15.540 cents/kWh. National 
Grid’s rates change twice a 
year for Residential and Small 
Business customers on May 1 
and Nov. 1, but Charlton CEA’s 
new rates will be fixed from 
December 2022 to December 
2024. Future savings cannot be 
guaranteed.

Charlton residents can con-
firm that they are enrolled 
in Charlton Community 
Electricity Aggregation by look-

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON — 
The Dudley Charlton Regional 
School District is looking 
ahead to the future of  technol-
ogy in the district with several 
required upgrades in the pipe-

line.
The Dudley Charlton 

Regional School Committee 
hosted a breif  update from 
District Tech Director Dan 
D’Arcangelo on Nov. 9 who pro-
vided an update on the dis-
trict’s Technology Plan look-

ing ahead to 2027. The five-year 
plan includes proposed chang-
es and upgrades to infrastruc-
ture, cybersecurity, hardware, 
software, and the tech depart-
ment in general as well as a 
potential spending plan to pro-
vide the necessary resources to 

keep the district up to date.
D’Arcangelo began by pro-

viding updates on cybersecu-
rity and wireless connectivity, 
two of  the earliest changes in 
the five-year plan. 

“We’ve already finished 
upgrading the antivirus to 

a newer, next-gen antivirus 
which hopefully will protect 
the machines better than the 
old ones did. It offers advanced 
protection and response proto-
cols that most of  the insurance 
companies want organizations 

Please Read TECH PLAN, page A18

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — In some 
alternate reality, the state as a 
whole voted the way Southbridge, 
Sturbridge and Charlton did last 
week. That world has results that 
look quite a bit different from 
ours.

Although Maura Healey is still 
governor there, Galvin retains 
his Secretary of  State seat, 
Deborah Goldberg still has her 
job as Treasurer, and Richard 
Neal remains US Representative, 
that world has Anthony Amore as 
Auditor and James McMahon as 
Attorney General. Furthermore, 
three of  the four ballot questions 
there failed; only Question 2 is 

now law.
In some other world-line 

that’s even farther away from 
ours, Cristina Crawford won 
the Treasurer’s race and Gloria 

Southbridge voters prefer 
Amore, McMahon

Pollworker Bill Guy (seated) checks in a voter in Charlton.

Photos Gus Steeves

Democratic activists crowd the corner 
outside

Please Read RESULTS, page A3

Upgrades, staffing highlight school district’s five-year Tech Plan

Due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the submission dead-
line for any press releases and 
letters to the Editor intended 
for publication in next week’s 
editions of  the Charlton 
Villager, Sturbridge Villager, 
and Southbridge News has 

been moved up to Friday, Nov. 
18 at 4 p.m. Submissions can be 
e-mailed to news@stonebridge-
press.news.

Our staff  would like to wish 
our readers a safe and happy 
Thanksgiving.

STURBRIDGE — The 
Federated Church of  
Sturbridge & Fiskdale cele-
brated 100 years of  faith, ser-
vice, and community with a 
centennial service on Sunday, 
Nov. 13, according to Pastor 
David W. Cote, M.Div. 

The service included 
congratulatory messages 
from The American Baptist 
Churches of  Massachusetts, 
the Southern New England 
Conference United Church 
of  Christ, and the Sturbridge 
Board of  Selectman, and rec-
ognition of  eighteen individ-
uals whose membership in 
the church has spanned fifty 
or more years.

Chairwoman Mary 
Blanchard presented the con-
gregation with a congratula-
tory proclamation from the 

Please Read CEA, page A18

Federated Church of Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale celebrates centennial

Please Read CENTENNIAL, page A18

Photos Courtesy

Sturbridge Board of Selectmen Chairwoman Mary Blanchard presents Pastor David W. Cote with a con-
gratulatory proclamation from the Town of Sturbridge.

Charlton providing 
energy cost relief 
to residents with 

CEA renewal

Executive Board President Holice Turnbow (front right) recognized 
long-time Federated Church Members, Ron and Barbara Stietzel, 
Rick LaVergne, Ray Simpson, Ann Gibson, Linda Misiaszek, and Chris 
and Bob Knight.

HOLIDAY MAKES FOR
EARLY DEADLINES
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HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com
Gift 

Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FLOUNDER
Fri, 11/18 & Sat, 11/19 (a�er 5pm) 

�e function room is now open! 

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
Sales & Service

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

In Home 
Service Calls

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

This Holiday Season!

6 months no interest 
instant financing available

GIANT TOY 
DEPARTMENT

LG
WASHERS, DRYERS, STOVES, REFRIGERATORS & MICROWAVES

NO CREDIT? BAD CREDIT? NEW EAST FINANCING TERMS ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

SHOP NOW FOR THE LOWEST PRICES IN 3 YEARS!

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

#7150

$39999
WAS $599.99

SAMSUNG 
FRONT  LOAD WASHER

#WF4576200AW

$64999
WAS $899.99

GE TOP 
FREEZER 

18 CU. FT.

$69999
WAS $899.99

AMANA WASHER 
OR DRYER

#NED4655EW

$47999
WAS $599.99

AMANA 
GAS RANGE

#AGR1533CBAS • Stainless Steel

$59999
WAS $699.99

MAYTAG WASHER 
OR DRYER

#VEDC46HW

$59999
WAS $749.99

GE FRONT LOAD 
WASHER

#GFWSSOSSNWW

$74999
WAS $999.99

GE
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

$159999
WAS $1999.99

WHIRLPOOL
REFRIGERATOR
#WRQA59CNKZ • Counter Depth

$179999
WAS $2299.99

LG ELECTRIC 
STOVE

#LG LRERL6323

$79999
WAS $999.99

AMANA 
MICROWAVE

#JYM3160RFSS

$19999
WAS $329.99

LG
WASHER

#WT7150

$69999
WAS $899.99

MAYTAG
DISHWASHER

#MDB4949SKZ

$59999
WAS $849.99

MATTRESS SALE
TWIN: REG. $299 - NOW $199
FULL: REG. $499 - NOW $269
QUEEN: REG. $599 - NOW $299

140 MAIN STREET
SPENCER, MA

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM 
FOR 100’S OF DEALS!

INSTANT FINANCING 
UP TO $10,000!

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri: 10am-9pm • Sat: 9am-8pm • Sun: 1200pm-7:00pm

BIG
REBATES
ON FULL KITCHEN 

PACKAGES

PRE-SEASON
BIKE SALE!
e-bikes In 

Stock

END OF SEASON

GRILL SALE

243 W.Main St, Northboro, MA•www.craftworkscoop.com
(508) 393-9435•Mon-Fri 12-6; Sat & Sun 12-4

In this season of 
gratitude,

we are thankful for 
family, 

community, and all 
your support!

Artisan Gift Cooperative and Full-Service Yarn Shop

243 W.Main St, Northboro, MA•www.craftworkscoop.com

we are thankful for 

community, and all 
your support!

community, and all 
your support!

community, and all 

152 Main St., Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

– WE’VE MOVED! –

Shop the 
collection at… 

Fall in Love with beautiful 
jewelry from 
Nicole Barr. 

We have these 
lovely pieces 

in stock. 

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 16
Call June at 508-909-4062, email jsima@stonebridgepress.news OR Mikaela at 508-909-4126, 

mikaela@stonebridgepree.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp. 1/31/23

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

95 E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware 
Just Over The West Brookfield Line 413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078

Come in and visit or browse our lineup at: www.guzikmotors.com

We’re with you every step of the way! Before the sale, During the sale, and After the sale!

No misleading ads – No Gimmicks 
The Lowest Interest Rates  – Free Loaner Cars

WE KEEP IT SIMPLE, STRESS-FREE, 
CONVENIENT, AND ENJOYABLE! LET US SHOW 

YOU HOW EASY CAR BUYING CAN BE!

“Car buying the way it should be!”

Family Owned
 Since 1962

Deck Your Driveway 
with a New Vehicle!

Guzik Motor Sales Inc.

2022 Wagoneer Series II 4x4
8 speed auto, SUV/ seats 8

Stk 107922 $69,440

95 E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware 95 E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware 
413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078
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Deck Your Driveway 
with a New Vehicle!
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260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

Come on in for a delicious meal! 
Don’t forget… TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
Delicious early American Fare, 
Now through April, including 
New Years Eve! View details 
and reserve on our website.

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com  (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

Order online at 
salemcrossinn.com

Yankee Diner

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Friday Nights
Breakfast served all day

••• Open for dine-in, outdoor seating, take-out •••
Mon - Sat 7am-2 pm; Fri Open till 7pm; Sun 7am-2pm 

16 Worcester Rd, Charlton, MA 01507 • 508-434-0358
Google yankeediner2020 for daily specials & complete menu

Buy a Yankee Gi� Card
for $25 or more & receive 
$5 OFF on your next visit!

Cash only 
ATM 

inside

Yankee Breakfast Classics
Breakfast Bundle Wrap

Scrambled Eggs, Home-Fries, Bacon & American 
Cheese W/Salsa & Sour Cream ................. 11.95

Hungry Man’s
3 Eggs, Steak Tips, 1 Pancake, Toast & Homefries 
................................................................... 15.95

Porkey’s Pride
Served With Home-Fries Or

Hash-Browns & Toast 
2 Eggs, Ham, 2 Strips of Bacon & 2 Sausage
................................................................... 11.95

Ball Park Scramble
Serves With Choice Of Toast

2 Eggs Scrambled, Sweet Italian Sausage, Green/
Red Peppers, Onion, Garlic and Home-Fries, 
Finished With Shredded Cheddar Cheese .12.95

Eggs Benedict
Served With Home-Fries Or 

Hash-Browns & Toast
2 Eggs Poached, Canadian Bacon, House -Made 
+ollandaise 6auce on an (nglish Muffin... 11.99
Sausage Benedict ..................................... 11.95
Irish Corned Beef Hash Benedict .............. 13.95

Friday Fish Fry
Starting At 11:00am

Includes: Cup of Clam Chowder, French Fries, 
Cole Slaw & Tartar Sauce; Substitute Onion Rings

For French Fries Additional 3.50
Whole Belly Fried Clams.................... Mkt. Price
Deep Fried Sea Scallops .....................Mkt. Price
Fish & Chips  (Haddock)............................. 14.95
Fried Shrimp Basket W/Cocktail Sauce .Mkt. Price

Fried Seafood Plate.............................Mkt. Price
Fresh Haddock, Sea Scallops, Clams & Shrimp

Comfort Meals
Scratch-Made

 Substitute Salad On Any Meal Additional 2.25
Marinated Steak Tips W/Mashed Pot & Gravy 
................................................................... 15.95
Meatloaf W/Mashed Pot, Gravy & Veg. ...... 11.95
Shepherd’s Pie............................................. 9.95
Swedish Meatballs W/ Dutch Noodles ...... 10.95
Beef Noodle Skillet ................................... 11.95
Slow Simmered Beef Sautéed In Creamy 
Mushroom Onion Gravy Served Over Dutch 
Noodles

LUNCHEON SPECIALS
Tues., Wed., & Thurs. 11am -2pm 

includes cup of Soup of the Day 
or N.E. Clam Chowder

$9.95
ONLY

NEW
SPECIALS CHANGE DAILY

Nichols College to host 
holiday kickoff celebration
DUDLEY — Nichols College will host 

its second annual Light up the Hill 
on Thursday, Dec. 1, at 5 p.m. on the 
Nichols campus.

Residents from the area towns of  
Dudley, Webster, Oxford and Charlton 
are invited to join the campus com-
munity in ringing in the 2022 holiday 
season with several activities, including 
a tree and Menorah lighting, Christmas 
caroling, a winter market featuring stu-
dent entrepreneurs, firepits, cocoa and 
cookies.

Non-perishable and personal care 
items will also be collected for the Bison 
Pantry to benefit students confronting 
food insecurity.

For more information, contact Cari 
Cyr in the Nichols College President’s 
Office at cari.cyr@nichols.edu.



Caballero-Roca is now Auditor-
elect. In our reality, Crawford’s 
Libertarian Party regained 
ballot status as an official 
party for the next two years 
with her 23 percent showing 
since there was no Republican 
in that race. Caballero-Roca’s 
Green-Rainbow Party did not 
get the 3 percent required in 
either of  its two races, nor did 
the Libertarians in any other 
race but Crawford’s. Another 
new party, the Worker’s Party, 
also fielded a candidate who 
didn’t reach that level.

Despite just getting 2.9 per-
cent, Caballero-Roca remains 
undaunted, and hopes others 
will take her example and seek 
office. She noted she’d like to 
try for a state rep seat at some 
point in the future, having also 
run for Holyoke mayor previ-
ously.

“If  you really believe in 
what you are about to embark 
on, do it!” she said by email. 
“Regardless of  your circum-
stances, do it! You are not 
alone, and this is a struggle 
millions of  people are fighting 
for: for our rights to be treated 
as human beings, for the chil-
dren, for the future, for all of  
us and the planet. Do it because 
you believe it is the right thing 
to do and it is the only way we 
can effect change in our com-
munities!”

Crawford, on the other hand, 
said she isn’t sure whether 
she’d run again, noting she 
benefited from having no 
Republican in the race. 

“However, I learned a lot, and 
have a lot of  knowledge that I 
didn’t have before. I think in 
the future I would be a good 
support person for a better can-
didate,” Crawford said.

For Crawford, the real need 
is to end the domination of  the 
two major parties.

“I really think that we need 
to attack the two party sys-
tem and convince the public 
to vote independent. Not third 
party,” she said by email. “I 
say this as someone who has 
been involved in a third party 
for over 40 years. I’m certainly 
not quitting, and might run as 
Libertarian again, but I have 
doubts about that.”

Of  the people we spoke to 
on Election Day itself, their 
thoughts seem most similar 
to those of  Lauren Gunagan, 
a Tantasqua junior who was 
holding signs for the Democrats 
outside Sturbridge Town Hall 
as the sun went down. She 
said she sees this election as 
a sign of  young people “start-
ing to mobilize for the coun-

try and become more politi-
cally aware.” To her, youths 
should see that it is “incredibly 
rewarding to be part of  the 
future we’ll be living in one 
day” and they need to partic-
ipate now in part because the 
world is becoming “increasing-
ly more dangerous.” 

“The world is growing more 
and more hostile, but we’re the 
beacons of  hope,” Gunagan 
said. “... We need to rally for 
what we’re passionate about, 
even in adversity.”

To Nelson Burlingame, a 
Charlton voter, “tonight’s going 
to tell us a lot about what people 
think” about what he sees the 
key issues to be, particularly 
fuel costs and inflation. At the 
time, he was hoping for a stron-
ger showing in favor of  slow-
ing change down, particularly 
regarding “green” technolo-
gy. Although he said “every-
body wants green to a point, 
but we’re pushing too hard, 
too fast” and need to work on 
making the technology more 
effective. To him, the goal of  
ending fossil fuels by 2050 isn’t 
viable with current technology, 
for various reasons.

Kelly Yap, on the other hand, 
argued the primary issues 
were that “our rights are slow-
ly being taken away,” in part 
because there are “too many 
churches involved” in politics. 
She got involved because “it all 
starts at the local level.”

Carol Willard was less phil-
osophical. She said she came 
out to vote specifically because 
her neighbor was running for 
office and thought “all of  the 
questions were important.”

To Crawford, one factor in 
being the candidate was the 
fact she was her party’s only 
woman; it was her first run for 
public office. “We had candi-
dates for Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Auditor and 
Secretary of  State, but nobody 

for Treasurer. Furthermore 
those candidates were all 
male, so I thought we needed 
a female to balance the ticket. 
It was easy to add my name to 
the petition.”

It was equally easy for 
Caballero-Roca, who saw many 
of  the same issues still in play 
as during her previous Holyoke 
mayoral campaign. “I decided 
to run this year for the same 
reasons, as my right to speak 
truth to power and to position 
myself  as a voice for change, 
better leadership, and repre-
sentation of  the people and 
elevate the conversation, so as 
to break the cycle of  the same 
political circles in Beacon Hill 
who want to hold on to power 
while making empty promises 
to the people, where corruption 
and lack of  transparency and 
lack of  accountability keep 
dominating the way they keep 
doing politics as business as 
usual.”

Overall, turnout was high – 
around 50 percent in all three 
communities, which Charlton’s 
Town Clerk Karen Lacroix 
noted was approaching that 
for a presidential election. 
Charlton had just 500 in-person 
early voters and 2,334 mail-in 
ballots, but mailed out another 
500 that were not returned. In 
Southbridge, there were 2004 
early voters and 2267 voted at 
the polls. 

LaCroix said she didn’t think 
early voting needed to be two 
weeks long, but was generally 
happy with the turnout.

“It’s great. That’s what we 
want – people to vote,” she said 
before going to help a man cast 
a provisional ballot because 
his voter registration at the 
Registry of  Motor Vehicles 
somehow didn’t get sent to 
Charlton.

Gus Steeves can be reached at 
gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

RESULTS
continued from page A1
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that you 

would hope it to be? 
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis 
of hands - knees- hips. 

back and shoulder problems
Rheumatoid arthritis 

 Psoriatic arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
25 Oak Ave., Worcester, Ma 01605 508-799-2674 

“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

2050 Connections – 
What Are Your Transportation Goals 

for Southern Worcester County?
�e Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) is working 

on their Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), called 2050 Connections. �is 
plan is updated every four years to re�ect the transportation priorities of residents 
of Central Massachusetts. As part of the LRTP e�ort, a �nancial plan is developed 
which includes the major infrastructure projects that are candidates for federal 
funds.

August, September, and October were busy months for CMRPC sta�. Between 
outreach events, regional infrastructure meetings and other methods of targeted 
outreach, the public participation portion of the LRTP has been quite a success. 
Nonetheless, we are still hoping to see survey responses roll in throughout the 
beginning of December. Our 2050 Connections survey can be found on the 2050 
Connections Hubsite, http://www.cmrpc.org/2050Connections, under the 
“participate” tab, or on the CMRPC website under the “transportation” tab.

As a part of the public outreach portion of this LRTP, CMRPC sta� tabled 
at many public events. One of the most recurring conversations concerning 
transportation that we had at these outreach events involved public transit. 
Regarding public transit, we recognize all the needs of older adults, young children 
and those living with disabilities and strive to represent them in our plan. CMRPC 
sta� are constantly looking for ways in which we can help our residents, whether 
that is helping towns �nd the grants they need for infrastructure improvement or
amplifying the voices of those who experience transportation related stressors. If 
you or someone you know would like to share their opinions and goals related to 
transportation in the region, we strongly recommend �lling out our online survey 
or reaching out via Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

Moreover, CMRPC sta� have been working together to meet with each town 
to discuss all topics related to infrastructure that could be incorporated into our 
LRTP. Speci�cally, we have met with town o�cials and infrastructure sta� to learn 
more about their thoughts and experiences with transportation and related topics. 
Such topics include, but are not limited to, bus systems and bus stops, sidewalks 
and other pedestrian infrastructure, the East-West rail project, and electric vehicle 
charging stations. To learn more about these Sub-Regional Infrastructure Summits, 
please read the CMRPC October newsletter on the CMRPC website under “about 
us; CMRPC newsletters”.

Please consider �lling out our survey to tell us what your transportation 
priorities are and how you envision the future of this region!

Please visit our Hubsite CMRPC.org/2050Connections for more information
on the development of the LRTP. Additionally, please be sure to �ll out the 2050 
Connections survey on the Hubsite. Any other questions, please email gjarvis@
cmrpc.org to speak with CMRPC’s Public Outreach Coordinator.

Location: Christ Church
Routes 44 & 169 • Pomfret, CT

– 1 Mile South of �e Vanilla Bean Cafe –
Christchurchpomfret.org • 860.315.7780

Date: Saturday, December 3rd
(Snow Date: Saturday, December 10th)

In-Person Fair: 10:00am - 1:00pm 
Holiday gi�s, Decorations & much more!

Luncheon served 11:00 am- 1:00pm

Online Auction runs 
November 19 (noon)- November 30 (noon)

www.biddingowl.com/ChristChurchPomfret

Benefits Local Outreach

Gloria Caballero-Roca talks to a potential voter during a standout the 
Saturday before Election Day.Charlton’s polls were quite busy after nightfall last Tuesday.

Charlton UMC hosting turkey dinner
CHARLTON — The Men’s Club is hosting a scrumptious turkey dinner at 

Charlton City United Methodist Church (74 Stafford St.) on Saturday, Nov. 19 
from 5  to 7 p.m.  Come and enjoy food and fellowship with friends and neigh-
bors.  

Turkey, vegetables, cranberry sauce, and your choice of  beverage, along with 
a delectable dessert, will be served.  As always there will be continuous serving 
and take-out.  Adults $15, children six through 12 $8, children five and under 
free.  

Tickets may be purchased at the door although reservations are appreciated. 
Call the church office at (508) 248-7379 for information and reservations.  The 
building is handicap accessible and plenty of  parking is available.



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 SOUTHBRIDGE — About 20 people 
got a crash course in architectural his-
tory last week, as the library’s Megan 
Garlie summarized some of  her ongo-
ing research into the town’s past.

Some of  the places she described 
are still around, often hidden in much 
expanded buildings. Some disappeared 
in various ways many years ago. And 
some of  the people who built them are 
now well-known as mailing addresses, 
if  not for who they were.

Of  course, the history we see was 
built into a far longer past, one dating 
to at least 8000 years ago, when the gla-
ciers retreated, and our region became 
home to a largely-oak forest. At some 
point, people started living here, liv-
ing a hunter-gatherer lifestyle for thou-

sands of  years with gradual develop-
ment of  agriculture and villages along 
the lakes and rivers.

The Southbridge/Sturbridge area 
“was an important Native American 
crossroads from both a land and water 
perspective,” she noted. The Quinebaug 
River and its tributaries featured 
numerous good fishing sites, fords and 
fertile spots, with at least two major 
Native trails running from the river 
south into Connecticut and east-west 
from the coast to the Connecticut River.

 The first European colonists arrived 
in the early 1700s, with Experience 
Deneson the first to actually be born 
in what’s now Southbridge in 1732. 
(Then, the town was split between 
areas claimed by Sturbridge, Dudley 
and Charlton, with a sliver owned by 
Connecticut.) Nearby resident Kathy 
LaPriore said that site, Deneson Rock 
off  Dennison Drive (yes, the spelling 
changed over time), is now owned by 
the town, with a public-access right of  
way, although she has heard that neigh-
boring owners sometimes don’t know 
it’s public.

Garlie said the colonists formed their 
first church the following year on the 
site of  today’s Central Baptist Church. 
Like much of  Southbridge history, it was 
“non-traditional,” she noted. Instead of  
being a Congregational community as 
most in Massachusetts then were, it was 
shared by 60 Congregationalist fami-
lies (the descendants of  the Puritans), 
120 Baptists, and a smattering of  
Methodists and Universalists.

For most of  the first century, 
Southbridge was almost entirely agrari-
an, populated by “dispersed farmsteads 
with a cluster of  buildings near the cen-
ter.” That center, at what’s now Elm and 
Main, featured the town’s first business-
es – Freeman Tavern, John Gray’s cloth-
ing shop in 1790, the first common on 

Main Street (not 
today’s common; 
that was donated 
by the AO much 
later), the church, 
and few other 
structures.

In 1800, 87 res-
idents got tired 
of  hiking to 
Sturbridge for 
public activities 
and petitioned 
the Legislature to 
create a new poll 
parish. Not much 
happened for 

years; in 1808, a new set of  owners were 
“ordered to act as the original petition-
ers in parish affairs.” It took until 1816 
for Boston to finally grant permission 
for the creation of  a new town, with 
residents weighing names that included 
Vienna and Honest Town.

By then, the town was already start-
ing to industrialize. That decade saw 
the establishment of  a cotton mill north 
of  the river with housing on Paige Hill, 
the Russell Harrington gun and knife 
factory, the first brick mill in Globe 
Village (Globe Manufacturing), the 
Litchfield Shuttle Works. 

Such development came with “a tri-
pling of  the population” and the influx 
of  a “diverse ethnic composition” to 
work them. Garlie said such workers 
usually had 12-hour shifts making a 
monthly salary of  $10-$18 for adults, 
$8-10 for children. The mills ran general 
stores at which those workers obtained 
most things, settling their accounts 
“every three to six months” and often 
finding themselves in long-term debt.

Many of  the first arrivals were Irish, 
but French-Canadians started coming 
in 1830. The latter initially settled most-
ly in the Globe area, which briefly tried 
to secede from the rest of  town in the 
1850s as “Washburn,” according to a 
Historical Society map. Garlie noted 
the French concentration there might 
have played a role, and old documents 
also indicate that period saw a political 
shift between Whigs and Democrats 
that included the demise of  the Globe 
post office.

When Garlie turned to looking at 
specific buildings, she roughly equally 
split them between residences, public 
sites and commercial sites. Some of  
the more obvious of  the latter were 
the Alden/Delehanty Block in Globe 
Village (now housing Fins & Tales but 
originally housing several businesses 
that became entirely Delehanty furni-
ture during the 20th century); Hamilton 
Woolen Mill and its old print works; the 
“Mill Church” (Evangelical Free Union 
Church, now the Anglican Church); and 
the town’s Globe Fire Station (now a 
maintenance building for the schools).

Regarding individual homes, Garlie 
highlighted places all over town, many 
of  them first written about by Eileen 
Woodford. Several were associated 
with the mills, including two homes 
of  Hamilton’s agents. But others pre-
date that era including the Freeman 
Pratt Farm, whose original 1750 section 
remains alongside the main house built 
in 1845; Lebanon Hill’s Ammidown-

Harding House (she noted that road was 
“originally a trail and is one of  the com-
munity’s oldest roads”); and Pleasant 
Street’s William McKinstry House, one 
of  the few pre-1816 homes that “hasn’t 
been turned into an ell or extension of  
a later house,” she noted.

“This research has led to a lot more 
questions that answers for me,” she 
added.

Referring to the Ammidown-Harding 
House, one attendee who didn’t give her 
name said she routinely walks by that 
and has long thought “They did a really 
beautiful recreation of  an old house. 
But it’s actually old.”

Barbara Day recalled her grand-
mother working in the local mills. In 
those days, she and her friends went to 
Worcester to shop “in the better kind of  
stores. … It was a whole society.” She 
also noted she was “just amazed at how 
spread out the town was.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 
8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday 
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale- 8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:30 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell

OPEN TO CLOSE

CHARLTON TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN HALL

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

BRIMFIELD
$750,000, 124 E Hill Rd, R P 

Sullivan RET, and Sullivan, 
Robert P, to Weiner, Matthew, 
and Weiner, Erdenesuren.

$149,000, 189 Old Sturbridge 
Rd, Lapierre Shirley A Est, 
and Fontaine, Valerie L, to 
Medina, Nilda E.

$100,000, E Hill Rd, R P 
Sullivan RET, and Sullivan, 
Robert P, to Weiner, Matthew, 
and Weiner, Erdenesuren.

$42,500, 196 Wales Rd, 
MHFA, and Curboy, Eric, to 
MHFA.

CHARLTON
$751,000, 90 City Depot Rd, 

Bean, Kevin P, to Yurach, 
Dana, and Cormier, Sylvain.

$515,000, 108 E Baylies 
Rd, Hebert, Jeffrey M, and 
Hebert, Christina R, to 
Hayes, Shawn, and Hayes, 
Lauren.

$200,000, 122 Old Worcester 
Rd, Morin Bruce N Est, and 
Morin, Jarrod N, to Shea, 
Eryn.

$85,000, N Main St 
#20C, Boria, Peter J, and 
Boria, Selina M, to Java 

Development LLC.

HOLLAND
$450,000, 25 Hamilton Dr, 

Sargent NT, and Sargent, 
Carol A, to Vibert, Timothy, 
and Vibert, Laura.

$155,000, 71 Sandy Beach 
Rd, Krechko, Ross, and 
Krechko, Barry, to Krechko, 
Ross C, and Krechko, Nancy.

SOUTHBRIDGE
$279,900, 507 Dennison Dr, 

Mclean, Joshua, and Mclean, 
Amy, to Rodriguez, Michael 
R, and Rodriguez, Linda R.

$203,094, 15 Cady Ln, 
Lheureux, Robert T, and 
Reverse Mtg Funding LLC, 
to Reverse Mtg Funding LLC.

$189,900, 44 Maria Ave 
#106, Langevin, Gloria J, 
to Kingsley, Kalene L, and 
Surprenant, Sean P.

$75,000, 13 Caron St, Miden 
Realty Invs Inc, to 13 Caron 
Street RT, and Indelicato, 
Michael J.

$50,000, 117 Cisco St, Lee, 
Jaime J, and Lee, Jay, to JP 
Diamante LLC.

REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS

Taking a tour through Southbridge history
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WE TREAT OUR PATIENTS 
WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT.

WE WANT HEALTH INSURANCE 
TO DO THE SAME. 

All the systems of your body need to work as one to be healthy, 
and the same is true for your health care. All the parts work best 
together. �at’s why UMass Memorial Health physicians helped 

design Mass Advantage – a new Medicare Advantage plan that works 
with us to make your total experience a coordinated one. Because 

when care is coordinated, everyone feels better.

Other Medicare plans also accepted. For more information, 
visit ummhealth.org/medicare or medicare.gov. Or call 1-800-MEDICARE.

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

�
Time is 

running out!
Medicare Open 
Enrollment ends 

December 7.

Call 855-UMASS-MD (855-862-7763) (TTY:711) 
Our Medicare Resource Line is ready to answer your questions. 
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 11/14/22 was $5.53 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR 
INSURANCE AGENCY

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We o�er policies for
RENTERS • AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS 

LIFE • DISABILITY • MOTORCYCLE • BOAT

Are You Under Insured? 
Over the past decade, Marshall & Swi�/

Boeckh estimate that some 60% of 
residential homes are undervalued by 

roughly 15%-20%—and that was before 
the recent explosion in construction costs 
caused by supply chain issues, hurricanes, 

the pandemic, and the war in Ukraine. 
According to the U.S. Labor Department, 

the cost to repair or rebuild a damaged 
property, residential or commercial, 

is up by about 15%.   
CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT!

Hair Studio 
& Day Spa

413.436.7220
2370 Main St., West Warren, MA 01092 

Hours: Tues-Thurs 9-7; Fri 10-6; Sat 9-4

Eyebrow 
Tinting & Shaping

$45

Meet Our Staff!   

John – Master Colorist who 
specializes in Men’s haircuts 
and foils.

Tina – Massage Therapist with 
20 years of experience

Kathy Allard Fountain – Master 
Colorist and Owner, who specializes 
in up do’s, highlights, low lights, 
keratin hair straightening.

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
heat transfer and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides 
of beef Available!

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides 

Stock up 
now!

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

Community 
    Connection

Trevor Nielsen and Cara Holland, 
�nancial advisors in Sturbridge 

are supporting a Toys for Tots drive 
by using their o�ce as a drop-o� location 

for unwrapped toys.
Residents may help support this e�ort by 

bringing in toys to the Edward Jones branch 
o�ce during the hours of 9am to 4pm 

from November 17th to December 9th. 
�e branch address is

 419 Main St, Sturbridge Mass   

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Submerged canoes open doors to Nipmuc history

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

 DUDLEY — For nearly two decades 
now, Cheryl Stedtler’s main fascination 
has been underwater, specifically a pair 
of  ancient dugout canoes at the bottom 
of  Lake Quinsigamond.

Back in 2001, a diver from Connecticut 
saw something unusual in the lake and 
contacted the state about the permitting 
process to study it. When he found out 
how complex that is, he did something 
decidedly modern – he put its location 
on eBay for auction. Stedtler heard about 
it and bid, but a Boston antique dealer 
outbid her.

She talked to him about what the find 
would mean to the Nipmuc tribe, and he 
let her have it. She told the story of  the 

resulting Project Mishoon to about 30 
people at the Dudley Grange last week. 
The project’s Facebook page is https://
www.facebook.com/projectmishoon/ 
and a WPI report on the beginning of  
this project from 2001 is at https://digital.
wpi.edu/pdfviewer/6t053g42g.

At that beginning, she recalled, nobody 
really knew what was there, so she found 
a state diver willing to go down and take 
a look. Unfortunately, the original diver 
never showed up to mark the site, so 
her diver swam around for an hour and 
was just about to give up when he saw 
an odd pattern of  rocks that “might be a 
dugout” just south of  the Route 9 bridge. 

It was enough for Stedtler to jump 
through the hoops for a Cultural Resource 
Management “reconnaissance permit,” 
which would allow the tribe to inspect 
the site and identify it, but not move it. 
Sure enough, it was a mishoon – a cen-
turies-old, heavy Nipmuc dugout canoe 
made from the bole of  a tree, rather than 
the more famous, light-weight birchbark 
canoe. Tiny wood samples were dated to 
the mid-1600s. 

In 2007, underwater cameras gave her 
team a surprise, and she recalls it vividly. 
The scientist expressed it this way: “How 
do you feel about twins? There are two 
there, not one.” 

A second mishoon was just 50 feet 
away. They’ve since found a third, and 
there are only two other documented his-
torical mishoonash (the Nipmuc plural 
word) in existence. The other two – one in 
Weymouth, one from Hubbardston – are 
“not in great condition” and “not proper-
ly preserved,” she noted. 

Stedtler said the two closest boats had 
probably been intentionally sunk with 
rocks to protect them over winter or to 
hide them, but they somehow slid from 
near shore to points about 30 feet deep. 
Nobody’s sure what happened, and sev-

eral hypotheses exist, including storms, 
the effect of  shifting ice, and even the fact 
there was a serious earthquake in the 
1700s. But whatever did it, she said she’s 
pretty sure that slide to the cold depths, 
which left them partly buried, is what 
preserved the boats for more than three 
centuries.

Although the rocks themselves are just 
whatever’s typical of  the area, Stedtler 
said the whole scene “tells us about stor-
age and tradition. … It’s a thread going 
from my Ancestors to me to the youth” 
because she encourages young people to 
work the site.

That’s also true of  the images of  the 
boats themselves. One survey used side-
scan sonar to produce the first such 
“images of  mishoonash anywhere.” 
Although it “looks like a log,” its distin-
guishing feature is that it’s bright in the 
center because the sonar reflects more 
off  the harder rocks than the wood, and 
that can help researchers identify others 
elsewhere.

As the technology to look at them has 
improved, they’ve found curious features 
that raise questions. For Stedtler, one 
of  the more interesting is the fact both 
of  the “twins” have narrow ledges and 
unusual notches that might show they 
were used as outriggers or connected 
catamaran-style by a now-missing cen-
tral piece. 

The third boat, found three months 
after the second, is “not in good condi-
tion.” It did, however, encourage the state 
to expand the Nipmuc permit to cover 
the whole lake, and they’ve scanned a lot 
of  it. That’s resulted in finding a lot of  
strange things including cars, guns, old 
amusement park devices, a vault, 19th 
century steamers, a dock, horse carts, 
and many 55-gallon drums.

Today, the tribe is discussing what to 
do with the mishoonash – whether to 

excavate and preserve one or all of  them, 
or just protect them in situ. Stedtler said 
if  they do excavate, they do have a place 
to store one or both boats in large tanks 
of  lake water while they slowly replace 
the water in the wood with a preservative 
(probably propylene glycol). That process 
can take three to five years, but whether 
it’s worth doing depends on “how struc-
turally sound it is” after being raised.

More importantly, though, “this 
whole project has brought attention 
to relearning this tradition” of  mak-
ing and using mishoonash, she said. 
“It’s such a tangible connection to our 
Ancestors” and the water itself. That’s 
important to the Nipmuc, whose name 
means “Freshwater People;” many of  
their pre-colonial villages were on lakes 
across central Massachusetts and parts 
of  northern Connecticut, and they were 
closely related (by language, culture and 
marriage) to the other Algonquian tribes 
of  the region. 

The tribe has since started making 
new ones based on the old designs, cre-
ating their first one in centuries last 
year. It’s a complex, laborious process 
that requires cutting down a white pine 
or chestnut tree, burning the tree’s core 
slowly, and scraping out the ashes over 
a week of  round-the-clock work. The 
whole community supports the team of  
workers by providing food, songs, other 
entertainment, and ceremony, which 
culminates when the new mishoon is 
launched.

“Its life has changed from being a tree 
to being a boat, so it’s introduced to the 
water” with ritual, Stedtler said. She 
noted mishoonash were generally built 
where they were used, because they’re 
too heavy to carry any distance.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 

Photo Gus Steeves 

Cheryl Stedtler, known as Watching Crow 
among the Nipmuc, takes a moment with her 
model of a mishoon.
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CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY & 

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls, 

New Roofs, Construction 
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done? 
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News
• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on 
this page for one 

low price! 
 Get 7 papers.

Call 
508-764-4325

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs 
to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

KITCHENS

Cabinets For Baths, 
Office & Kitchen

Custom Painting Of 
Cabinetry (Any Color)

Refacing Existing Cabinets Or 
Replace Cabinets

Countertops: Quartz, 
Quartzite, Granite And Corian

Free Hardware With Order
Free Estimates 
Studio Hours:

by Appointmnent Only
298 Boston Turnpike Rd. 

Suite 5
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

E Mail: Sheila@
Nufacekitchens.com

508 842-6677

RR

REMODELING

ROGERS
REMODELLING

Custom 
Basements
Bathrooms
Tile Floors

Roofs 
 Decks

Painting

Fully Insured
All Calls Returned

508-612-7768

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Fully Insured ~ Installations 
Cleaning ~ Repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 
508.353.2279

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Cleaning

Gutters

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER



We’ve all been disgusted by some-
thing in our lives. 

Disgust is a feeling of  aversion a per-
son has towards something offensive. It 
can take the form of  a mild dislike or 
intense loathing. Disgust has the effect 
of  causing a person to physically turn 
away from what is disgusting to them. 

If  you saw hundreds of  maggots 
worming through your food, you’d feel 

revolted enough to throw it away and 
maybe lose your appetite for a while! 
If  you saw someone do something evil, 
you’d be upset enough to tell someone 
about it and call the police. If  you hear 
someone say something that offends 
you, you may feel unpleasant enough 
never to see them again.

What happens when you’ve had too 
much alcohol and have a terrible hang-
over that ruins your day? Are you dis-
gusted enough to quit and maybe go to 
rehab? 

What happens when you’ve been 
eating so much that you’re far from 
achieving your weight loss goals? Does 
it disgust you enough to get in the gym 
and watch what you eat? 

Do you feel disgusted when you lash 
out at someone and overreact to some-
thing they did or said? 

Sometimes, change requires you to 
be disgusted. Self-disgust with your life, 
situation, relationship, addiction, and 
finances can catalyze change.

Jim Rohn tells the story of  a married 
woman whose husband controlled all 
the money. She’d have to ask him first 
whenever she wanted to buy something. 
Every time she did, he acted annoyed 
and said, “what for?” She felt so low, so 
disgusted; she said to herself, “Never 
again!”  

She picked up a few books and began 
to study. She had the plan to start a suc-
cessful business. After much hard work 
and probably a little luck, she became 
vice president of  a very successful 
company. She never asked her husband 

for money ever again. The tables had 
turned, and I’m sure her husband had 
to ask her for money from time to time!

My father struggled with weight gain 
his whole life. One day as he visited 
with the doctor for a checkup, the doc-
tor very seriously said, “do you want 
to end up like your father and die of  a 
heart attack at 57?” My father replied, 
“no!” And the doctor said, “then you 
need to make a change.”  

He came home absolutely sick with 
himself. He didn’t want to be over-
weight any longer but knew all too 
well that he could not stay disciplined 
enough to remain on any one diet for-
ever. Determined to make a change, he 
scheduled a visit with another doctor to 
get bariatric surgery. 

In the face of  all the difficulties 
involved with bariatric surgery, he opti-
mistically decided to change the course 
of  his life. The revulsion he felt awak-
ened a determination that helped him 
make a lifelong change. Not only did 
he lose the weight and keep it off, but 
he may also have extended his life by 
many years.  

A Philadelphia lady had struggled 
with alcoholism her whole life. She was 
able to quit periodically, but she always 
fell off  the wagon eventually. When 
the pandemic hit, she slipped up and 
started stealing her daughter’s alcohol. 
Her daughter confronted her about it; 
she was so upset with herself  that she 
entered rehab, where she learned to live 
without substances. A great change! 

One lady was dumped and cheated on 

by her boyfriend. Her depression and 
heartbreak were almost too much to 
bear. She saw the signs and knew bet-
ter but chose to ignore them. She was 
so sick with herself  for not speaking 
up that she made a significant change! 
Initially, she sought therapy, and as she 
began unraveling her life, she could 
identify other things that bothered her 
and made changes accordingly. 

Sometimes, you have to hit a new low 
to feel strong enough to make a change. 
Although we all wish we had changed 
our lives before we felt disgusted. Self-
disgust doesn’t have to be the end, but it 
can often be a new beginning that leads 
to a life you’ve always wanted.
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BRENDAN BERUBE
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Depending on your situation, it might 
be appropriate to make some year-end 
financial moves. But there’s one in 
particular that may allow you to take 
advantage of  the current investment cli-
mate while providing potential benefits 
far into the future.

This move is called a Roth IRA con-
version — the process 
of  converting all or a 
portion of  a tradition-
al IRA to a Roth IRA. 
Traditional IRAs are 
often funded with pre-
tax dollars, so contri-
butions can lower your 
taxable income, and 
earnings can grow tax 
deferred. A Roth IRA, 
however, is funded with 
after-tax dollars, so you 
get no immediate tax 
deduction, but earnings 
and contributions can be 

withdrawn federally tax free, as long as 
you meet several requirements, includ-
ing holding your account for five years 
and not taking withdrawals until you’re 
at least 59 and a half.

If  you’re attracted to the prospect 
of  tax-free withdrawals in retirement, 
you might consider converting some or 
all of  your traditional IRA dollars to a 
Roth IRA. Yet, there’s one major issue 
to address: taxes. Any deductible con-
tributions to your traditional IRA, and 
the earnings generated by these contri-
butions, will be fully taxable the year 
of  the conversion. If  you’ve invested in 
your traditional IRA for many years, 
this tax bill could be considerable. 

But if  you were interested in convert-
ing some of  your traditional IRA funds 
to a Roth in 2022, you might have one 
advantage, tax-wise — and that’s the 
state of  the financial markets. As you 
are no doubt aware, it’s been a rough 
year for stocks, so the value of  some of  
the investments in your traditional IRA 
may have fallen, perhaps substantially. 
If  you were to convert these assets to a 
Roth IRA, your tax bill might be quite 
a bit lower than it would have been last 
year amid the lengthy bull market.

Still, lower taxes aren’t the same as no 
taxes. Ideally, you probably don’t want 
to take money out of  the IRA itself  to 
pay the taxes, since this might reduce 
some of  the benefits. So, if  you don’t 
have another source from which you 
can draw, you may find that a conver-
sion might not make as much sense.

However, you could lower this tax bill 
by making smaller conversions over 
several years. And you might ultimately 
find this strategy worthwhile, because 
moving from a traditional IRA to a Roth 
IRA can offer some advantages. For one 
thing, since qualifying Roth IRA with-
drawals won’t be counted as income, 
they won’t cause additional taxation of  
your Social Security benefits or bump 
up your Medicare premiums. (If  you 
wait until retirement before making the 
conversion, the conversion itself  could 
have these effects, at least for the years 
in which it takes place.)

Also, with a traditional IRA, you 
typically must start taking withdraw-
als once you reach 72, but a Roth IRA 
doesn’t have this requirement. So, if  
you don’t need all your Roth IRA funds 
to support your retirement lifestyle, 
you can pass the reminder, tax free, to 
your beneficiaries. Consequently, a Roth 
IRA can play an important role in your 
estate planning.

Whatever the benefits of  a Roth IRA, 
it’s essential that you consult with your 
tax advisor before making a conversion 
decision. It’s a big move — so you’ll 
want to be sure it’s right for you.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Trevor Nielsen, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or trevor.nielsen@edwardjones.com.

Is a Roth IRA 
conversion
right for you?Put a little 

love in 
your heart

Alongside the bright red ribbons, 
boughs of  holly, and countless images 
of  Jolly old Saint Nick that seem to 
greet us everywhere we go during the 
holidays, those of  you who have braved 
the malls or, better yet, browsed the 
shops in your own community so far 
this season have likely encountered 
another holiday icon in your travels — 
the dedicated volunteers who bundle 
up and brave the chilly air to collect 
donations for organizations such as 
the Salvation Army. 

Always seeming to be ready with a 
cheerful greeting and a warm smile 
for the crowds of  shoppers who file 
past them every day, these hearty souls 
serve as an important reminder to 
all of  us that now, more than any 
other time of  year, is the time to turn 
our thoughts toward the less fortunate 
among us ... and that sometimes, the 
greatest gift of  all can be a helping 
hand in a time of  need. 

With the cloud of  economic uncer-
tainty leading many of  us to tighten 
our belts more than usual when it 
comes to our holiday shopping this 
year, and the stress of  dealing with 
family politics or traveling away from 
home for the holidays occupying our 
thoughts, it can be all too easy to forget 
that times are that much tougher for 
those who have been victimized by the 
ravages of  COVID and its aftermath. 
Right here in our own backyard, there 
are a great many families who have 
fallen on hard times, often through no 
fault of  their own, and have nowhere 
left to turn for help but the generosity 
of  strangers. 

Fortunately, there are no shortage 
of  charitable organizations scattered 
throughout the area that are prepared 
to meet the growing demand for assis-
tance, but only with the support of  
their respective communities. So, 
whether it be through a donation of  
canned goods to your local food pantry; 
a donation of  used clothing to your 
local thrift shop; or simply by slipping 
a handful of  bills into one of  the bright 
red Salvation Army coffers manned by 
those spirited, bell ringing volunteers, 
we encourage our readers to think of  
their fellow man and put a little love 
in their hearts, as Jackie DeShannon 
once sang, and remind themselves of  
the true meaning of  the season by 
offering a helping hand to their neigh-
bors in need. 

Turkey Tips and Tricks
Few holidays com-

pare to a traditional 
Thanksgiving celebra-
tion. Unlike Christmas, 
which can be a rush of  
excitement and energy, 
Thanksgiving provides 
extended families the 
perfect pause to relax and 
simply enjoy each other’s 
company. 

Whether you’re cooking at home or 
traveling this Thanksgiving, the high-
light of  an annual feast is undoubtedly 
the turkey, served up as a crowning 
centerpiece of  the both the table and the 
holiday. Read on for some kitchen tips 
from experts (some old, some new) sure 
to help you achieve a Norman Rockwell-
worthy Thanksgiving celebration.

**
Not sure how big a turkey to buy? A

general rule of  thumb is to allow one 
pound of  uncooked turkey per person 
from an 8 to 12 pound turkey. Larger 
birds have a larger proportion of  meat 
to bones, so three quarters of  a pound 
per person should serve well when pur-
chasing heavier birds.

Want a more precise esti-
mate? Butterball.com offers a” Plan 
Perfect Portions Calculators and 
Conversions” on its website that calcu-
lates the exact amount of  turkey and 
stuffing per person, as well as how long 
it will take to thaw a frozen turkey.

Other tools on the website include 
a timing checklist, temperature con-
versions and a weights and measures 
conversion.

**
If  you buy a frozen turkey, it is 

important to thaw it safely. The National 
Turkey Federation offers the following 
guidelines to properly defrosting frozen 
turkeys: Like all protein foods, should 
be thawed in the refrigerator, never 
at room temperature. When foods are 
thawed at room temperature, surface 
bacteria can rapidly multiply to danger-
ous levels at temperatures of  40 degrees 
F and above. For safety and superi-
or quality, leave turkey in the original 
packaging and place in a shallow pan. 
Thaw, in the refrigerator, using the sim-
ple formula: whole turkeys thaw at a 
rate of  four to five pounds per 24 hours. 
Example: A 15-pound frozen bird will 
take three to four full days to thaw in 
the refrigerator. To speed thawing, keep 
turkey in the original tightly sealed bag 
and place in a clean and sanitized sink 
or pan. Submerge in cold water and 
change the cold water every 30 minutes. 
The turkey will take about 30 minutes 
per pound to thaw. Refrigerate (at 40 
degrees F or below) or cook the tur-
key when it is thawed. Do not refreeze 
uncooked, defrosted turkey.

**
Stuffing is a delicious requisite for 

most Thanksgiving meals, but if  you 
plan on stuffing the turkey it’s important 
not to do so until just before it is placed 
in the oven for roasting. If  preparing 
the stuffing ahead of  time, wet and dry 
ingredients should be refrigerated sepa-
rately and combined right before stuff-
ing the turkey. The turkey should be 
stuffed loosely, with about three quar-

ters of  a cup of  stuff-
ing per pound of  turkey.
It’s also important to test 
the internal tempera-
ture of  the stuffing as 
well as the turkey. The 
internal temperature in 
the center of  the stuffing 
should register 160 to 165 
degrees F.

**
Did you know even a pre basted bird 

can benefit from hand basting? Basting 
gives your bird color, crisps the skin and 
helps hold in juices. Rub the bird with a 
few tablespoons of  softened butter and 
pour two cups of  turkey broth, chicken 
broth or water into your roasting pan. 
Baste every half  hour or so. And be 
sure to baste quickly, because the oven 
temperature will reduce every time you 
open the oven door.

**
Love a turkey with crispy skin? The 

secret is to blot all excess moisture 
out with paper towels before seasoning 
and cooking. Otherwise, steam from the 
moisture creates steam and prevents it 
crisping up.

**
Deep frying a holiday turkey is a 

popular tradition. Experts say turkeys 
from about eight to 12 pounds are the 
perfect size for deep frying. And keep 
in mind the oil you use should have 
a high smoke toleration. Only oils 
that have high smoke points should be 
used. According to the National Turkey 
Federation, peanut, refined canola, corn 
oil, rice oil and peanut oil are all good 
candidates. 

**
Here’s a tip that’s appeared in this 

column before, but it’s worth repeating: 
Experts claim there are three simple 
secrets to perfect homemade gravy: 1. 
Cook the flour in the fat thoroughly 
before adding liquid to avoid a starchy 
flavor; 2. Avoid lumps by stirring in 
the flour with a wire whisk; and 3. The 
key to best flavor is salting it right.
**

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will win 
a fabulous three course dinner for two at 
the renown restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.
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Give a gift that helps your 

favorite gardeners enjoy the 
flavors of  their garden well 
past the end of  the growing 
season. Both new and experi-
enced gardeners often spend 
their gardening budget on 
plants and seeds, leaving little 
or none to invest in food preser-
vation equipment and supplies.
Prepare your favorite garden-
er for the next harvest season 
with some food preservation 

supplies and equipment.

Canning jars, freezer contain-
ers, spice cubes and airtight 
bottles for canning, freezing, 
and storing dehydrated herbs 
and vegetables are always 
welcome gifts. These supplies 
come in handy throughout the 
harvest season and are often in 
short supply when food preser-
vation is at its peak.

Most gardeners grow their 
own fresh herbs and drying 

is the easiest way to preserve 
the harvest.  Simply gather 
stems, secure with a rubber 
band, and suspend in a warm, 
dry location. As the stems dry 
and shrink, the rubber band 
does as well, keeping the stems 
secure. Use a spring clothes-
pin to secure the herb bun-
dles to wires or other support.
Create your own drying set up 
or invest in one of  the com-
mercial herb drying racks.
If  space is limited, your gift 
recipient will appreciate a 
system like the Stack-it Herb 
Drying Rack (gardeners.com) 
that allows them to dry lots 
of  herbs in a very small foot-
print. The drying system you 
purchase or create should pro-
vide the needed space for the 
harvest and allow sufficient air 
circulation for fast drying.

Herbs with high moisture 
content like basil, oregano, 
lemon balm and mints will 
mold if  not dried quickly. If  
this has been a problem in the 
past, try placing a small bunch 
in a paper bag with holes in 
the side and stems outside the 
bag. Hang these from a drying 
rack or speed up the process 
by using a microwave or food 

dehydrator.
Many gardeners grow 

onions, garlic, and potatoes for 
long-term storage. All three of  
these vegetables prefer cool, 
dark storage locations with 
good air circulation. Separate 
potatoes from onions that give 
off  pungent gases that can 
taint the potatoes’ flavor.

Avoid plastic bags that retain 
moisture and can shorten 
these vegetables storage life. 
Breathable potato and onion 
storage baskets have been 
used by gardeners for centu-
ries. Boost the style and space 
savings with the Stackable 

Bamboo Harvest Storage 
Basket with Lid. Just stack as 
needed and place on the rolling 
base for easy storage and acces-
sibility.

Help your gift recipient 
turn their harvest into some-
thing delicious.  Fermentation 
is a relatively easy preserva-
tion technique that has been 
used for thousands of  years. 
Preserve some of  your cucum-
bers as pickles, cabbage as 
sauerkraut, and berries as pre-
serves with fermentation.

For most projects you just 
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An exciting time for deer hunters
I need to apol-

ogize to my read-
ers for the short 
column last 
week. It seems 
as though some-
one hacked into 
my comput-
er, and it was 
almost impossi-
ble to send any 
e-mail including my column. 
The hacker managed to send 
all types of  e-mail to people on 
my contact list. I had online 
computer repair straighten out 
my computer, and it is near-
ly back to normal now! Darn 
Whackos!

This past week proved to be 
exciting for sportsmen that 
did any form of  hunting or 
fishing. Now it is almost time 
for the shotgun deer season 
to start, Nov. 28 to be exact. 
Reports from archers that 
they are encountering many 
deer while sitting in their tree 
stand or ground blind is good 
news. Hopefully, the weather 
will cooperate, and provide 
some great hunting opportu-
nities for all hunters. Because 
of  the lack of  acorns in most 
of the state, deer are sustain-
ing their appetite by eating 
green grass, which is plen-
tiful this year, and should 
keep them well fed until deep 

snow covers it 
all up. They 
will also forage 
on tree branch-
es, and young 
fruit trees, and 
if  things get 
really bad, they 
will eat hem-
locks, which 
give them very 

little nutrition. That is when 
many deer die! It is not a pret-
ty sight!

A bit more on the pheasant 
hunting situation that arose 
a couple of  weeks ago at the 
Westhill dam in Uxbridge 
and Northbridge. As I stated 
about the clearing of  most 
prime habitat by the Corps of  
Engineers at the main field,
which is leased by Mass. Fish 
& Wildlife. There sure had to 
be no communication by the 
Corps  to MFW about their 
plans to do some work on the 
site.

The total destruction of  the 
main field, not only destroyed 
habitat for pheasant but also 
was used by deer, wild tur-
key, and many non-game spe-
cies of  birds, snakes, etc. that 
was essential to wildlife over-
all. This same thing happened 
more than 20 years ago, and 
sportsmen came to the rescue 
by acquiring fertilizer from the 

state, and the help of  the late 
Dan Cahill of  Mendon with his 
tractor to spread the fertiliz-
er. It took a couple of  years to 
regrow the destroyed habitat, 
but it did come back. Why did 
this happen again?

Unfortunately, an inci-
dent happened this year at the 
TriRiver area causing the divi-
sion to take action, and to stop 
stocking birds at the site. It 
only took one incident by an 
irresponsible hunter to cause 
the closing of  the area, at least 
for this year. The state will 
hopefully consider the stocking 
of  the area next year.

Hopefully, ice fishing is 
not too far away, but if  this 
warm weather persists, it 
could be another poor year 
for ice fishing anglers. Ice
fishing can be enjoyed by the 
entire family, and often have 
sportsmen bringing along 
numerous types of  wild 
game to cook and feed them. If  
you are lucky enough to be 
there when the food is ready, 
most if not all anglers will offer 
some to other anglers on the 
ice. It also gives the sportsmen 
a chance to tell stories about 
their hunting and fishing 
adventure of  years past. Most 
stretch the stories a bit. Like 
the old saying goes, all fisher-
men are liars except you and 

me! I am not too sure about you! 
There is no harm done as most 
stories are basically true! They 
always are more interesting 
to hear year after year, with 

a bit more fabrication.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Auction, antiques, and collectibles news

In a followup to the local news story 
I wrote about in my last column, I’m 
excited to announce that the auction of  
Worcester, New England and other his-
torical memorabilia starts this week. 
The collection belonged to the Rotman 
family of  Worcester. While the Rotman 
name is most well-known for their fur-
niture store, the family ran a highly 
successful sports card and memorabilia 
business. They also held telephone bid 
auctions during the 1980s and 1990s. We 
will be offering nearly 700 lots of  items 
they collected. The Rotman’s collection 
online auction will begin this week, 
with bidding closing on Wednesday, 
Dec. 7. There will be a preview at 
Rotman’s Furniture on Saturday, Dec. 
3 and Sunday, Dec. 4. Pickup for local 
bidders will be held on Saturday, Dec. 10 
and Sunday, Dec. 11.

As for other antique news, I shared in 
a September column that Paul Allen’s 
art collection could bring over $1 bil-
lion at auction. The auction took place 
earlier this month and far exceeded 
that estimate, topping $1.6 billion. 
CNBC reported that five paintings sold 
for over $100 million. The top selling 
painting was Georges Seurat’s “Les 
Poseuses, Ensemble,” which brought 
$149.2 million.

In more noteworthy auction news, 

CBS News reported that the only known 
poster for the 1959 Moorhead, Minnesota 
Buddy Holly concert recently sold. Holly 
was touring with Richie Valens and the 
“Big Bopper” (J.P. Richardson) when 
their plane tragically crashed, killing 
Holly, Valens, Richardson and everyone 
on board. The poster had fallen from a 
telephone pole soon after the show was 
cancelled and was picked up by a main-
tenance man who placed it in a closet. 
After being forgotten for about 50 years, 
the poster sold for $447,000 earlier this 
month, setting a record for a rock and 
roll poster. The previous record was for 
a poster from the Beatles 1966 concert at 
Shea Stadium.

CoinNews.net reports that Mike 
Coltrane’s estate collection recently 

went on the auction block. Many of  the 
coins were minted soon after our coun-
try’s independence. A 1792 President 
Washington cent went for $136,000. A 
1794 half  cent that, according to coin-
news.net, was the second or finest 
example known, brought $168,000. A 
half  cent from 1793 sold for $180,000. A 
“New Jersey Copper” was the top seller 
at $192,000. The entire collection sold for 
$2.4 million. That’s certainly more than 
just pocket change.

It was nice seeing many of  you at 
our recent Townsend Historical Society, 
Worcester Senior Center and Leicester 
Historical Society appraisal events. 

We had two online auctions close this 
week and we have two more sales sched-
uled for this year. As mentioned, the 
Rotman’s online auction begins this 
week. We will also have a large auc-
tion of  art, historical memorabilia and 
other antiques and collectibles begin-
ning in two weeks. Please visit our web-
site https://centralmassauctions.com 
for links to upcoming events.

Please contact us at www.centralmas-
sauctions.com (508-612-6111) info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com for antiques and 
collectibles auction services.

WAYNE
TUISKULA

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Give the gift of preserving the garden’s harvest

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Courtesy — Gardener’s Supply Company

Tomato press and sauce makers turn garden-ripe tomatoes into a seed-
free, skin-free sauce with the turn of a handle.

Turn To MYERS page A16
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Tantasqua welcomes visitors for holiday craft fair

 Kristin Plaza, left, and Kate Cormier represent FosterMA.

 Members of the Gelineau family, of West Brookfield, sell hand-crafted items.

 Nikki Singer, left, and Nora Proper greet guests.

Denise Senosk, of Brookfield, is looking forward to a fun day with her granddaughter Kylie 
Hoyt.

STURBRIDGE — Tantasqua Regional 
High School recently welcomed thou-
sands of  guests for its annual holiday 
craft fair.

Held on Nov. 12, the 10th annual 
event provided the perfect opportunity 
for guests to get started on their holi-
day shopping. Dozens of  local vendors 
offered their wares, and community 
organizations were also well-represent-

ed.
Both the school’s cafeteria and gym-

nasium were packed with crafters, and 
guests enjoyed visits from a few special 
guests throughout the day.

Officials thank all TRHS student 
volunteers who assisted at the event. 
Representing the school’s SkillsUSA 
program, volunteers helped vendors 
throughout the fair. 

Grace Lavalley, of New Braintree, gets ready 
for the event.

Lindsey Andrew 
joins McCurdy 
Investments,

LLC

STURBRIDGE —McCurdy Investment, 
LLC is pleased to welcome Lindsey 
Andrew to its investment team. Andrew 
is a registered Investment Advisor 
Representative and is passionate about 
helping others and looks forward to 
sharing her knowledge and experience 
with clients.

Andrew graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from Suffolk University with a Bachelor 
of  Science in Psychology in 2011. 

“While my original plan was to be 
a math teacher if  headed in different 
directions,” she said. “I began my career 
in the beverage industry in numerous 
sales roles, selling some of  the most 
beloved brands for 10 years.” 

She is also a passionate dancer who 
remains active by teaching dance at her 
childhood studio.

Andrew married her college sweet-
heart, Ian Andrew, of  Holland. Together 
they have two beautiful and happy chil-
dren, Ethan and Penelope. They reside 
in Auburn with their two dogs, Monty 
and Daisy.

Lindsey Andrew



SOUTHBRIDGE — Veterans’ Day 
sure didn’t feel like November, with 
some of  the several dozen people who 
attended the town’s formal ceremony 
at the World War Memorial in short 
sleeves and even a few in shorts. 

But that didn’t change the hour-long 
event’s “solemn pride in the heroism of  
those who died” and the many who sur-
vived the various wars of  US history.

As Sen Ryan Fattman noted, the day 
honors all who “put their lives on the 
line every day, whether it’s foreign or 

domestic.” 
He was speaking in a context of  the 

story of  his own brother, who’s in officer 
training to deploy to Iraq in February. 
Despite having not yet seen combat, 
Fattman said his brother has already 
seen things that have “changed” him, 
including colleagues killed in accidents 
and working with veterans who have 
told him their experiences of  “five or 
six tours of  duty.”

He also noted his grandfather was a 
World War II vet, a man who “always 

tried to find the silver lining in every-
thing despite the horrors he saw.” 
Fattman said he won his Purple Heart 
in an unusual manner: by being among 
the few survivors of  a Japanese ambush 
on Okinawa (they survived by diving 
into a latrine pit). 

To State Rep Peter Durant, the key 

point is that veterans are mostly the 
“normal, average person” who “put 
themselves in harm’s way” for every-
one else.

Other speakers noted there are about 
388,000 veterans in Massachusetts, and 
19 million total across US history.
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Aiden 
Age 11 

Hi! My name is Aiden 
and I love cats and dogs! 

Aiden is a pleasant, inquisitive, 
and friendly young boy of Cauca-
sian descent. He is enrolled in mid-
dle school and is successful with 
supports. He is healthy and physi-
cally active; Aiden loves spending 
time outdoors. He likes to collect 
Pokémon cards, ride his bicycle and 
scooter, and play basketball. Aiden 
also loves cats and dogs. 

Legally freed for adoption, Aiden 
would do well in a two-parent or sin-
gle-parent household with no other 
children. A family with strong under-
standing of children with a trauma 
history and the behaviors that follow 
is needed for Aiden. He is a loving 
boy who would do best in a struc-
tured and nurturing family. A family 

that loves the outdoors, playing sports, and spending time together would 
be ideal. Aiden has so much to bring to a family that can offer him the 
stability, love, and attention that he needs. Aiden visits with his biological 
mother twice a year per an Open Adoption Agreement and has an older 
sister he needs to keep in contact with. 

 https://www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/6688  
  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 

room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. 
Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; 
renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive 
parent, you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is com-
pletely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will 
fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent 
place to call home.

The flags over the monument dangle inter-
twined.

The Southbridge High band plays a medley of the armed services’ theme songs.

Photos Gus Steeves

Curt Litchfield, Bill Rivernider and Edward Delage chat before the ceremony starts.

Event MC Dave Adams sets the microphone 
for Madison Shreier’s National Anthem per-
formance.

7480: Emma Pelloni and Keith Roberts plant the flag wreath.

Iraq veteran Korey Chenier listens to the speakers while hanging out with his service dog 
Kadence.

Southbridge honors those who 
“put their lives on the line”

Rep. Peter Durant (left) and Sen. Ryan Fattman hold the ends of a giant check commemorat-
ing the state’s grant to support the renovation of the World War Memorial. That project’s bid 
is being opened this week and initial work should begin shortly, with most of it being done 
next spring.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

Docket No. 22 SM 003339
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: Michael Bonner, Laurie Angers
and to all persons entitled to the 
benefit of the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 §3901 (et 
seq):
Wilmington Savings Fund Society, 
FSB, as Trustee of Wampus Mortgage 
Loan Trust
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 32 Canal 
Street, given by Michael Bonner and 
Laurie Angers to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, acting solely as a nominee 
for Ocwen Loan Servicing LLC, 
dated March 17, 2017, and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
56857, Page 188, and now held by 
the Plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a complaint 
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 
02108 on or before 12/19/2022 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER Chief 
Justice of this Court on 11/7/2022.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson, 
Recorder
November 17, 2022

CHARLTON 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charl-
ton Conservation Commission will 
hold a public hearing on November 
30, 2022, on the application of Karen 
Spiewak.
The applicant has submitted a Re-
quest for Determination of Applica-
bility for the expansion of an existing 
structure to accommodate a new 
construction within the 100FT Buffe 
zone of Glen Echo Lake. The project 
site is located at 187 Sunset, Charl-
ton, MA
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted via remote means. Mem-
bers of the public who wish to partici-
pate can access the meeting remote-
ly, via Zoom Conferencing by calling 
1-646 558 8656 and using meeting ID 
# 892 9898 0343 Passcode 458971 or 
using the link below https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89298980343?pwd=V-
jlMZGlhUGRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3lW-
Zz09
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
electronically by visiting this Web-
site: https://www.townofcharlton.
net/262/Conservation-Commission
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Com-
mission
November 17, 2022

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO22P1663EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Steven V Canty
Date of Death: 03/24/2019

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment 
has been filed by 
Lisa Dipietro-Canty of Charlton MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Lisa Dipietro-Canty of Charlton MA   
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 12/03/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 03, 2022

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
November 17, 2022

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given under Chap-

ter 138, Section 12 of Massachusetts 
General Laws of a public hearing to 
be held in the George Parent Meeting 
Room, second floor of the Town Hall, 
41 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA, on 
Monday, December 5, 2022 at 11:00 
a.m.
This hearing pertains to CFC Chicken 
Grill, to be located at 52 Central St., 
Southbridge, MA.  Anyone wishing to 
speak will be given the opportunity to 
be heard.
This notice is also published elec-
tronically on www.stonebridgepress.
com and on www.masspublicnotice.
org
Town of Southbridge
November 17, 2022

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING

TAX CLASSIFICATION
A public hearing will be held by the 
Town Council on Monday, 
December 5, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. in 
Council Chambers, Town Hall.
This public hearing will be held pur-
suant to Chapter 40, Section 56 on 
the adoption of a residential factor 
for tax purposes and the adoption of 
percentages of the local tax levy to 
be borne by each class of real and 
personal property. 
Any person wishing to speak will be 
given the opportunity to be heard.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Michael McCall
Town Manager
November 17, 2022

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Holly A. Moran, to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc., dated 
September 17, 2003, and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
31726 at Page 52, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
by assignment from Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., S/B/M Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage, Inc., to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the LB Ig-
loo Series IV Trust, dated May 5, 2021, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 65100, Page 244; and by an 
assignment from US Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, as Trustee of the 
LB-Igloo Series IV Trust to U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, as Trust-
ee of the LB-Cabana Series IV Trust, 
dated July 23, 2021, recorded with the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 65813, Page 
83, for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 12:00 P.M. on the 13th day 
of December 2022, at 9 Cricket Drive, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566, all and singular 
the premises described in said mort-
gage,
To wit:
That certain lot or parcel of land with 
any buildings thereon located in the 
Municipality of Sturbridge, Worcester 
County, State of Mass.; 
bounded and described as referenced 
below. 
Being shown as Lot 11 on a Plan of 
Country Hill Estates by Wayne Morse 
and Donald Murray, dated February 
19,1964 and filed with the Worcester 
Registry of Deeds, in Plan Book 280, 
Plan 45, to which reference may be 
made for a more particular description. 
Subject to all rights, restrictions, cove-
nants and easements of record, inso-
far as the same may be in force and 
applicable.
For title see deed dated 9-15-83 from 
Elizabeth K. MacGrath, aka, Elizabeth 
K. Sladdin, to Holly A. Moran, record-
ed in the Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds Book 7913, Page 349.
Premises to be sold and conveyed 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restrictions, ease-
ments, covenants, liens or claims in 
the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all un-
paid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thou-
sand dollars ($5,000) by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
wire transfer to Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 
02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt 
in full of the purchase price.  In the 
event of an error in this publication, the 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 

as Trustee of the 
LB-Cabana Series IV Trust, 

Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle Hoeger LLP
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

November 17, 2022
November 24, 2022
December 1, 2022

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO22P3456EA 
Estate of: 

Richard Choinski
Date Of Death: 9/14/22
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate by Petition of 
Petitioner Wayne Choinski of Charl-
ton  MA 
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Wayne Choinski of Charlton  MA 
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered under 
informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
November 17, 2022

(SEAL)
THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

Docket No. 22 SM 003370
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Kelly Connolly; Kenneth P. Freehart
and to all persons entitled to the 
benefit of the Servicemembers Civil 
Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et 
seq):
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 161 Dennison 
Cross Road, given by Kelly Connolly, 
Kenneth P. Freehart to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Sierra Pacific 
Mortgage Company, Inc., dated 
October 17, 2019, and recorded in 
the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
61247, Page 47 and now held by 
the Plaintiff by assignment, has/
have filed with this court a complaint 
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before December 26, 
2022, or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief 
Justice of this Court on November 
10, 2022.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
21892
November 17, 2022

LEGALS

TCA seeks support for 
media center through 

GivingTuesday campaign
SOUTHBRIDGE — Trinity Catholic 

Academy will be joining millions of  
people around the world to partici-
pate in the global generosity move-
ment unleashing the power of  people 
to transform their communities.  This 
Giving Tuesday, TCA hopes to inspire 
generosity through our third annual 
GivingTuesday Campaign.

Between Nov. 14 and 30, Trinity’s 
goal is to continue to provide academic 
excellence by improving and upgrad-
ing the technology in our Media 
Center.  As a STREAM school technol-
ogy is a crucial part of  our curricu-
lum.  Community support will enable 
us to meet these needs and continue to 
provide our students with a premium 
education.  

Through your generosity of  the past 

two years Trinity has been able to 
purchase 75 Chromebooks in 2020 and 
build a brand-new state of  the art 
science lab in 2021!  We thank the 
community for their support through 
matching gift options, donations, and 
volunteers.

Trinity Catholic Academy has 
focused on providing students with a 
quality education and a solid founda-
tion for more than 30 years. We strive to 
continue this legacy by supplying our 
students with the tools and resources 
needed to secure a bright future.  We 
look forward to an exciting fundraiser, 
but it surely takes “a village!”

This GivingTuesday is made pos-
sible through “Network for Good” 
along with the TCA Advisory Board, 
Endowment Board, Local Community 

Partners, and our faithful support-
ers. Feel free to follow the prog-
ress of  this project on Facebook 
and the TCA Web site this month.

Trinity Catholic Academy, a Pre-K 
to Grade 8 STREAM school, promotes 

academic excellence, the arts, and ath-
letics with respect, compassion, and 
service, among our diverse family, 
inspired by the wonder, beauty, and 
complexity of  the Holy Trinity. www.
trinitycatholicacademy.org. 



• Stonebridge Press •13www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday, November 17, 2022 - Friday, November 18, 2022

Have an upcoming event or Fall Festival? Post it here!

Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

BULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARD

Charlton City 
United Methodist Church

74 Sta�ord St., Charlton City, MA.
508-248-7379

Its
Gobb

le Gobble Time!

Saturday, Nov. 19th, 5:30-7:00pm
Cooking our famous turkey dinner with the fixings. 
Turkey, mashed potatoes, peas with pearl onions, 
stuffing, gravy, squash, and cranberry sauce plus 

Pumpkin Pie W/ Whipped cream. 
$15.00 for adults, $8.00 for children 6-12, under 

5 free. Max $50.00 per family. Limited quantities.
– Call to reserve a table or order a take out –

OBITUARIES

For
Advertising
Information

Call
508-764-4325
email: ads@
stonebridge
press.news

OXFORD - Nancy M. (Clarke) Dauksz, 
80, of  Fort Hill Road, passed away 
Thursday, November 10, 2022, with her 
loving family by her side. Born at home 
in Manchaug, MA, on November 9, 
1942, she was the daughter of  the late 
George D. and Ruth E. (Farrar) Clarke.

Nancy worked hard 
to get her GED and 
later attended secre-
tarial school while 
raising five children. 
She then worked as 
a switchboard opera-
tor at Liberty Mutual 
in Worcester and 
Westborough for 19 

years, retiring in 2005.
Nancy was a loving matriarch known 

for her independence and ability to 
persevere — and smile — through life’s 
greatest challenges. Her favorite activi-
ties always included her family, wheth-
er she was visiting Scarborough Beach 
and Myrtle Beach with her sisters, 
or tending to her yard and growing 
fresh blueberries to use in pancakes 
for her grandchildren. She famously 
took pictures at every family gather-
ing, eager to preserve happy memories 
from holidays and apple picking trips 
at Tougas Farms. Nancy kept her purse 
impressively packed with snacks for 
her family, right next to her treasured 
Salada tea bags. She was especially 
proud of  her children, who make a 

positive difference in the world through 
their respective careers.

She is predeceased by her first hus-
band, Gerald Siplas of  Oxford, who 
died in 1962; her second husband, 
Charles Dauksz of  Webster who died 
in 1985; and her sister Cheryl Stone of  
Oxford, who died in 2004.

She is survived by her five children, 
Gerald Siplas and his wife Deborah 
of  Worcester, Thomas Siplas and his 
wife Melody of  Oxford, Michael Siplas 
of  Fitchburg, Dr. Cathrine Kaplan and 
her husband Michael of  South Easton, 
and Matthew Dauksz and his wife Cori 
of  Shrewsbury; a brother, George D. 
Clarke Jr. of  Putnam, CT; three sis-
ters, Judith Caissie of  Oxford, Barbara 
Jakubowski of  Dudley, and Martha 
Clarke of  Charlton; as well as seven 
grandchildren, two-great grandchil-
dren, and many nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held at 11:00 
a.m. on Saturday, November 19, 2022, 
at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home, 357 
Main St., Oxford.  Burial will follow at 
Notre Dame Cemetery in Worcester.
Calling hours are Saturday from 9:00-
11:00 a.m. at the funeral home, prior to 
the service.  In lieu of  flowers, memori-
al contributions may be made to Beacon 
Hospice, 36 William St., Leominster, MA 
01453, or to Boys Town, 14100 Crawford 
St., Boys Town, NE 68010, or to a veter-
an’s organization of  your choice.

Nancy M. Dauksz, 80

Sturbridge: Arnold “Will” Wilson 
loved his family, his life, and his com-
munity.

Will treasured the 
many years he had 
with his wife and 
children. On spring 
vacations to far-flung 
states, he was a cham-
pion of  history, guid-
ing the family through 
Revolutionary War 
battlegrounds, under-
ground caverns, and 
museums dedicated 
to bygone eras. On 
summer camping 
trips to New England 
seashores, he was an 
architect of  sandcas-
tles, a surfer of  waves, 
a builder of  camp-

fires, a roaster of  marshmallows, and a 
leader of  off-key acapella songs at twi-
light.  On fall adventures through gold 
and amber forests, he was a scout for 
swimming holes, a seeker for apple-ci-
der doughnuts, and a record-holder for 
Poohsticks. On winter skiing trips to 
the Green Mountains, he was a sherpa 
of  warm jackets and knitted hats, a 
cautious guide down steep and snowy 
trails, and a chauffeur for children 
slumbering softly in the backseat.

Will cherished the moments he was 
given, celebrating – in equal measure 
– the gleeful giggles of  his grandchil-
dren or the gentle blessing of  a sol-
itary, windswept walk in the woods 
and fields about town. Ever selfless, 
he worked tirelessly to preserve and 
develop the Leadmine Trail adjacent 
to Old Sturbridge Village in hopes that 
all residents would enjoy his favorite 
hiking spot as much as he did. Ever 
an adventurer, he reveled in travel-
ling, never caring whether the desti-
nation was the backyard, a quiet farm 
in a nearby town, or a castle in the 
European countryside. To Will, all des-
tinations were simply excuses to share 
a journey, enjoy a good story, and linger 

over a candlelit meal.
Will served his community with 

strength and fairness. As a naval offi-
cer, he shepherded soldiers to safety in 
Lebanon. As school committee chair 
for Tantasqua, he guided the district 
toward expansion and success. As a 
member of  the Sturbridge Planning 
Board, the Board of  Selectman, and the 
Finance Committee, he held an unwav-
ering commitment to open-minded dis-
cussions and fair-minded decisions, and 
was widely respected for achieving com-
promise – without animosity or offense 
– in the pursuit of  balanced growth. 
A graduate of  Northeastern and Tufts 
universities, he was a mechanical engi-
neer for CPC Engineering for three 
decades, applying his skills with youth-
ful enthusiasm, an affable demeanor, 
and a ready smile. 

Through all the years and all the sea-
sons, his love of  family, life, and com-
munity shone ever bright, clear, and 
true. He shall be deeply missed.

Will is survived by his loving wife 
and best friend Chris, his son Tim and 
wife Lynne, son Mark and wife Heidi, 
and son Keith and fiancée Hope. He was 
also blessed with six loving grandchil-
dren: Mariah, Olivia, Benjamin, Lily, 
Darwin and River – each will remem-
ber him fondly and carry him in their 
hearts always. 

A celebration of  life will take place on 
Tuesday, November 29th at noon at The 
Barn on Cedar Street in Sturbridge for 
those who wish to gather and share sto-
ries about a man who had an enduring, 
positive impact on so many. A luncheon 
buffet will be provided, so please RSVP 
c/o Mark Wilson at markcwilson004@
gmail.com if  planning to attend. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family suggests 
a donation be made to:

The Sturbridge Trails (Trails Gift 
Account)

Town of  Sturbridge
ATTN: Finance Department
308 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566

Arnold “Will” Wilson

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com

Journal of Antiques & Collectibles to host 
New Year’s Day Antiques & Collectibles Show

STURBRIDGE — The Journal of  
Antiques and Collectibles—a nation-
al monthly magazine for dealers, col-
lectors, antiquers, and enthusiasts of  
antique collectibles—will be returning 
New Year’s Day 2023 to the Sturbridge 
Host Hotel & Convention Center in 
Sturbridge with its New Year’s Day 
Antique Collectibles Show, sponsored 
by the Sturbridge Tourist Association.

Produced by Weathervane 
Enterprises, Inc., publisher of  Journal 
of  Antiques and Collectibles, the New 
Year’s Day show will feature 50 hand-se-
lected local and regional dealers cover-
ing 11,000 square feet with authentic, 
quality antiques and antique collect-
ibles. The Antique Collectibles Show 
made its debut on New Year’s Day 2020, 
welcoming over 700 guests eager to kick 
off  the New Year with some old finds. 
This year’s show kicks off  with opti-
mism as we all welcome in a new year 
and a return to doing the things we love. 

“This New Year’s Day show provides 
a wonderful opportunity for us to show-
case some of  the best and most knowl-
edgeable local and regional dealers 
of  antique collectibles,” says Maxine 
Carter-Lome, president of  Weathervane 
Enterprises, Inc. and publisher of  the 
Journal of  Antiques and Collectibles. 
“It is the perfect way to spend the day as 
these dealers will create spaces adorned 
with special finds that are sure to spark 
memories and inquiry.”

With something for everyone, this 
year’s dealers offer a mix of  18th 
through early 20th century period 
items, including Primitives, Decorative 
Objects, Folk Art, Glassware, Textiles, 
Vinyl Records, Books, Oil Paintings, 
Small Furnishings, Estate Jewelry, 
Coins, and so much more! 

The Exhibit Hall will be open on 
Sunday, Jan. 1 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
offering guests ample time to walk the 
festively decorated floor and meet the 
dealers. In addition, a Concession Café 
will be open outside the Exhibit Hall 
from 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., with beverag-
es, snacks, and breakfast and lunch 

options.  A Hospitality Table will pro-
vide great take-home information on 
future shows and antique publications. 
Items of  interest to antique lovers will 
be raffled off  all day on the show floor, 
adding to the excitement and experi-
ence.

$10 Admission, $8 online (start-

ing Dec. 1) at www.theantiquecollect-
iblesshow.com. For more informa-
tion, visit theantiquecollectibless-
how.com, Follow Us on Facebook @ 
AntiqueCollectiblesShow, or contact 
Maxine Carter-Lome directly at 508-347-
1960, ext. 402 and at weathervanepub-
lishing@gmail.com.

Gateway Players bring 
“A Charlie Brown 

Christmas” to the stage
SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players 

Theatre of  Southbridge presents “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas” by Charles 
M. Schulz, based on the television 
special by Bill Melendez and Lee 
Mendelson.  Stage adaptation by Eric 
Schaeffer, presented by special arrange-
ment with Arthur Whitelaw and Ruby 
Persson. Performance dates are Dec. 2 at 
7:30 p.m., Dec. 3 at 2 p.m., Dec. 9 & 10 at 
7:30 p.m. and Dec. 11 at 2 p.m.  

All performances will be held at 
the Fellowship Hall of  Elm Street 
Congregational Church, 61 Elm St. in 
Southbridge. Parking is available on 
Elm Street, or in the parking deck 
behind the Southbridge Town Hall.

This production will be directed by 
Lou-Ellen Corkum and Lynn Boucher, 
and produced by Kathi Grenier. The 
cast includes Mikey Dearn, Valerie 

Agos-Langlois, Erin Simpson, Sean 
Nault, Chris McTigue, Deb Hollett, Billy 
Bolster, Mitzi Flanagan, Samantha 
Jones, and Kennedy Prashaw.  

Tickets are $15 for adults and $13 for 
seniors and youth under 18. Tickets may 
be reserved by calling Gateway at 508-
764-4531. Online credit card ticket sales 
are available at https://www.brownpap-
ertickets.com/event/5616851.

Presented by permission through 
special arrangement with Concord 
Theatricals.

A stage adaptation of  the classic 
animated TV special featuring Charlie 
Brown, Snoopy, Linus and the gang dis-
covering the true meaning of  Christmas.  
Please join us for this classic holiday 
story.
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November 1st–November 28th only!

1-800-209-2746

Minimum purchase of four.

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Plus, don’t pay a thing for two yearsPAY NOTHING FOR ONE FULL YEAR1

FOR 1
 YEAR1

Down

$0
Monthly Payments

0
Interest
0%

Buy 1 window or door,
get 1 window or door

It’s almost like getting FREE windows and doors for a whole year!1

Replace your windows and doors this holiday season, and you’ll pay
nothing until November 2023.1 It’s a gift to yourself that won’t put a 
dent in your wallet this time of year.  

Inferior vinyl windows can cost you more in the long run.  
Choose a poor-quality vinyl window and you’ll be searching for another 
window sale in a few years! Take advantage of this sale on our Fibrex®

windows, and you’ll be set for decades!2

We make the holiday season less stressful.
Unlike most other companies, we handle the entire process, from 
selling to installation to warranty—with no middleman!

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/10/2022. You must set your appointment by 11/28/2022 and purchase by 12/10/2022. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get 
one (1) window or entry/patio door 50% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/1/2022 and 12/10/2022. 50% off 
windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals 
$300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to 
age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See 
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2022 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2022 Lead Surge LLC. 
All rights reserved. 2See limited warranty for details. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading full service window replacement companies. December 2020 Reputation.com.

Limited appointments available!
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis

When it comes to 
protection from the 
elements, your windows
are as essential as your 
roof and walls. Safeguard 
your home against drafts 
and replace your windows 
and doors before winter.

50% OFF1

BLACK FRIDAY
Window and Door Sale!

Countdown to

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

PAY NOTHING FOR

Down

$0
Monthly Payments

0

It’s almost like getting FREE windows and doors for a whole year!
Replace your windows and doors this holiday season, and you’ll pay
nothing until November 2023.
dent in your wallet this time of year.  

Inferior vinyl windows can cost you more in the long run.  
Choose a poor-quality vinyl window and you’ll be searching for another 
window sale in a few years! Take advantage of this sale on our Fibrex
windows, and you’ll be set for decades!

We make the holiday season less stressful.
Unlike most other companies, we handle the entire process, from 
selling to installation to warranty—with no middleman!



STURBRIDGE — The Federated 
Church of  Sturbridge & Fiskdale will 
hold its annual Holly Berry Fair on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the church’s Fellowship Hall at 8 Maple 
St., Sturbridge.

Holly Berry Fair chair, Nancy 
Castendyk says this year’s fair will 
showcase more than 25 local artisans 
and their crafts under one roof  for all 
of  your holiday shopping. 

“We’ve assembled quite an assort-
ment of  really unique and interesting 
artists this year,” said Castendyk. “This 
popular fair will offer something for 
everyone, from hand-crafted pottery 
to folk art and hand-knitted items!” 
Koinonia, the Federated Church wom-
en’s group will also be offering a variety 
of  baked goods.

Featured local artisans include 
Katherine Argotta, “Earth and Spirit 
Ceramics,” Charles Battersby, “Sunset 
Leather,” Mary Bernstein, “Big Bhang 
Tie Dye Designs,” Nancy Castendyk, 
“The Penny Wooden Dolls & Angels,” 
Sandra Castle Country Signs, Laurie 
Dearnley, “Laurie’s Nature Photography 

Collection,” Bonnie Fancy Knitted & 
Crocheted Items,

Collette & Roger Gage, ”Emma’s 
Acres Alpaca Clothing,” Karen Graves, 
“Karen’s Kreations, Country Tin, 
Chairs, and Mirrors,” Roger Hall, “My 
Shop Wood Craft,” Barbara Karpowicz, 
“Hand Made With Love Fabric 
Snowmen,” and Natasha Lester, “Beads 
By Tea Handmade Jewelry. 

The fair will also feature Sandy 
Lund Hats & Shell Wreaths, Linda 
McGourty, “Genie In A Bottle Painted 
Bottles with Lights,” Linda McManus 
Table Runners & Pocketbooks,  Chad 
Maramo, “The Artistic Touch,” Patricia 
OBrien-Briere, “Art and Soul Pottery 
& Jewelry Creations,” Pete Robitaille, 
“Cornerstone Creations Concrete Art,” 
Mary Shaw Christmas Decorations,  
Shari Sumwalt, “Shari’s Pet Stuff  

Pet Beds,” Faith St. Pierre Christmas 
Decorations, Mary Lou Volpe, “Crafts by 
LouLou Rustic Pallet Décor,” and Julie 
Zucker, “Tarnished Angels Primitive 
Folk Art Dolls.

For additional information 
about the Holly Berry Fair or other 
upcoming events, please visit the 
Church website at sturfed.org, 
visit the Church’s Facebook page @
FederatedChurchSturbridgeFiskdale, 
or contact the Church office at (774) 304-
1021 or churchoffice@sturfed.org.

The Federated Church of  Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace in our lives. 
Members of  the community are wel-
come and invited to join in worship on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Services 
are also live-streamed on the church’s 
Facebook page.
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LOCAL SERVICE PROVIDERS
To advertise in this section 

please call Mikaela at 
774-200-7308 or email 

mikaela@stonebridgepress.
news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$325
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net

Fully Insured

Jon’s Lawns
& PLowing

Charlton/Sturbridge Area
Experience • Insured • Dependable

www.harrisonlandscaping.com

Plowing & 
Sanding

Call Frank 508.248.5488

PLOWING/SANDING

Looking for a few more driveways to plow
• Dependable and Reliable •

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $300/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Incumbents dominate 
as Commonwealth goes blue in midterms
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Election Day 
didn’t present too many com-
petitive battles for Dudley, 
Oxford, and Webster in 2022, 
but the three towns still helped 
play a role in deciding the 
Commonwealth’s political 
future helping choose a new 
Governor and the fate of  sever-
al different questions posed on 
this year’s ballot.

On the state level, the elec-
tions for the region presented 
few challengers to the estab-
lished candidates. Worcester 
and Hampton District State 
Senator Ryan Fattman and 
State Representative for the 
18th Worcester Joe McKenna, 
both Republicans, were uncon-
tested in their bids for reelec-
tion and thus easily returned 
to Boston. Republican Peter 
Durant, who represents the 6th 
Worcester District, was also 

uncontested in his reelection 
bid. Representative Paul Frost 
of  the 7th Worcester District 
faced a perennial rematch 
against Terry Burke Dotson, 
the fifth time the two have chal-
lenged each other on Election 
Day, and once again Frost was 
victorious. Republican Lou 
Evangelidis was also reelected 
as Worcester County Sheriff, 
the only GOP candidate to 
win in the Sheriff  races on 
Election Day. On the nation-
al level, incumbent congress-
men also ruled the day in the 
Commonwealth as Democratic 
Congressman Jim McGovern 
of  District 2 fended off  a chal-
lenge from Republican Jeffrey 
Sossa-Paquette and District 1 
Congressman Richard Neal, 
also a Democrat, defeated 
Republican challenger Dean 
Martilli. 

In the race for the next 
Governor of  Massachusetts, 

Dudley, Oxford, and Webster 
were in the minority by the 
time the votes were count-
ed. The state’s most recent 
Attorney General Maura 
Healey dominated in a land-
slide victory over Republican 
challenger Geoff  Diehl flip-
ping the Governorship from 
Republican to Democrat with 
Gov. Charlie Baker not running 
for reelection. It’s only the sec-
ond time since the 1980s that 
Massachusetts has seated a 
Democratic Governor. Healey’s 
win is historic making her 
the first woman to lead the 
Commonwealth and one of  the 
first openly lesbian Governors 
in the country. While most of  
the state supported Healey’s 
election bid, Dudley, Oxford, 
and Webster all supported 
Diehl, a President Trump-
backed candidate who only 
earned more than 60 percent 
of  the votes from a handful of  

towns in the Commonwealth 
while Healey dominated in sev-
eral parts of  the state including 
the Boston area. Healey’s win 
also gives Democrats complete 
control in the Senate, House, 
and the Governor’s office in 
Massachusetts. Democrats 
also won many of  the other 
state offices up for grabs, most 
notably Andrea Joy Campbell 
became the state’s new 
Attorney General succeeding 
Healey and Willaim Francis 
Galvin was reelected Secretary 
of  State. 

Voters also had their say on 
four questions on the ballot, 
although Dudley voters also 
had a fifth question pertaining 
to the purchase of  a new fire 
apparatus. Statewide, voters 
chose to support Questions 1, 
2, and 4. Question 1 will install 
a new 4 percent tax levy on 
incomes above $1 million to 
support education and trans-

portation. Question 2 alters the 
regulations and reporting of  
dental insurers and Question 
4 will allow people who can-
not verify their citizenship or 
immigration status to submit 
alternate forms of  ID to apply 
for driver’s licenses. Question 
3, which would have changed 
the limits on the number of  
alcohol licenses retailers can 
hold among other alterations 
to current similar regulations, 
was the only question that 
failed.

Dudley voters had an addi-
tional question on the ballot, 
Question 5, which sought to 
exempt from the provisions of  
Proposition 2 ½ $775,000 for a 
new fire engine to replace the 
aging Engine 3. The measure 
was approved at several town 
meetings in 2022 before being 
put on the November ballot and 
passed at the polls by a vote of  
2,194 to 1,813.

CMS Chamber celebrates 
Form First Physical Therapy grand opening

STURBRIDGE — All are invited to 
attend a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and 
Grand Opening celebration at Form 
First Physical Therapy on Monday, Nov. 
21, from 3-6 p.m. The new office is locat-
ed at 48 Main Street (Route 131) in 
Sturbridge. 

Form First Physical Therapy pro-
vides personalized treatment options 
for all of  their patients. Whether you 
are returning to sports, recovering from 
surgery, suffering with chronic pain or 
seeking to improve mobility, Form First 
Doctors take the time to address your 
needs and work with you to establish an 
individualized plan of  care every time. 
The new office in Sturbridge began 
accepting clients on Nov. 1.

Featured services at Form First 
Physical Therapy include: Sports 
Injury Rehabilitation, Pre and Post 
Surgical Rehabilitation, Chronic Pain 
Management, Mobile in-home or 
Virtual Therapy Options. 

The Ribbon Cutting ceremony will be 
presented by the Chamber of  Central 
Mass South at 3 p.m. with local dignitar-
ies and the snipping of  the official red 

ribbon. After the ceremony, all are invit-
ed to meet the owners, Nick Murray PT 

DPT and Christina Murray PT DPT, 
enjoy light appetizers and a compli-

mentary glass of  wine. 
Guests will have the opportunity to 

“Ask a PT” and get a professional opin-
ion on any injury or pain they might 
have, as well as receive a free fall risk/
balance assessment. Form First will 
also offer raffles for local restaurant gift 
cards at their Grand Opening. 

“We are thrilled to be part of  the 
Sturbridge community and look for-
ward to helping our friends and neigh-
bors achieve their therapy goals,” says 
Form First Physical Therapy owner 
Nick Murray.   

 Everyone is welcome to attend. There 
is no cost and no need to RSVP. Just come 
on by and join in as the Chamber and 
our guests provide a warm Sturbridge 
welcome and best wishes to our newest 
members! You may learn more about 
Form First Physical Therapy at their 
website: www.formfirstpt.com or reach 
them by phone at (774) 318-8272. 

If  it is time for you to grow your busi-
ness and join a dedicated business com-
munity, visit the Chamber of  Central 
Mass South online at cmschamber.org.

Photos Courtesy

Meet the Murrays, owners of Form First Physical Therapy, newly opened in Sturbridge.

Federated Church of Sturbridge & 
Fiskdale Holly Berry Fair returns

Photo Courtesy

The Federated Church of Sturbridge and 
Fiskdale Holly Berry Fair will feature gift-qual-
ity arts and crafts from more than 25 local 
artisans, like these Penny Wooden Dolls from 
Nancy Castendyk, and this country painted 
checker board from Karen’s Kreations. 

News,
really close 

to home
StonebridgePress.com



SOUTHBRIDGE — The Southbridge 
Lions Club and the Southbridge Police 
Department are pleased to sponsor our 
annual holiday toy drive.  The Steve Ide 
Memorial Toy Drive – Sponsored by Cops 
and Kids and the Southbridge Lions 
Club. Steve Ide, a long-standing mem-
ber of  the Southbridge Lions club, was 
instrumental in the creation of  the Cops 
N Kids N Lions project back in 2016 and 
his perseverance helped make it the huge 
success it has become. 

Please help us bring Christmas to 

deserving children in our area by donat-
ing new, unwrapped, non-violent toys 
starting Nov. 19 through Dec. 12.  All toys 
will benefit local families. Of  particular 
need are toys for adolescents ages 10 
through 16.

Toy Drop-Off  Locations are the 
Southbridge and Sturbridge Police 
Departments, the Southbridge Fire 
Department, Harrington Hospital, 
Southbridge Town Hall, Cornerstone 
Bank, Big Bunny Market, Southbridge 
Hotel and Conference Center, Savers 

Bank, The Italian Club and all 
Southbridge Credit Union locations. 

Also, monetary donations can be 
made at any Southbridge Credit Union 
location or with any Southbridge Lions 
member.  Checks should be made out to 
Southbridge Lions Toys Program.  

Contact us for sponsorship or dona-
tion opportunities at copsnkids@south-
bridgemass.org.

Please help us bring Christmas joy to 
deserving children in our area.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

AUBURN — The Shepherd Hill 
Regional varsity football team is at its 
best when methodically rushing the 
ball down the field, taking minutes 
upon minutes of  time off  the clock in 
the process. A perfect example of  that 
came when the Rams played at Auburn 
High’s Memorial Field on Thursday, 
Nov. 10 in a non-playoff  matchup.

With Shepherd Hill holding a 31-16 
lead and 10:15 remaining in the game, 
the Rams’ defense forced the Rockets 
into a turnover on downs at The Hill’s 
own 5-yard line. What transpired next 
was a 16-play, 95-yard drive that nearly 
took eight minutes off  the game clock 
by the time Lucas Welton found the end 
zone from 23 yards out.

Shepherd Hill won the game, 38-16.
“That’s how we play football. It’s what 

we try to do all the time and at the 
end of  the day it’s a testament to the 
kids that they came out in the sec-
ond half  and knuckled down and really 
went to what we do and played within 
themselves,” explained Dave Buchanan, 
head coach of  the Rams. “I’m so proud 
of  them because they’ve been through it 
and this senior class has been through 
it with a really difficult year. They’ve 
worked so, so hard. This time of  year, 
when it’s just tough, they came out and 
were so focused and were so ready to 
work tonight. I’m so proud of  the effort 
they put forth.”

Shepherd Hill trailed by a point at 
halftime, 16-15, but scored on all three 
of  its second-half  possessions, while 
Auburn was unable to score on any of  
its three times holding the ball.

“When we are executing and we are 
clicking, that’s where we want to be,” 
said Buchanan.

The Rams struck first back in the 
first quarter with about four minutes 
gone, Luke Miller rushing in a 61-yard 
score after spinning off  his linemen and 
bouncing out to the right. Miller also 
tacked on the extra point kick, and it 
was a 7-0 game.

The Rockets responded on their next 
possession, it culminating with quar-
terback Mason Voeng (7 of  16, 76 yards, 
TD, INT) hitting Dan Handfield on an 
8-yard scoring strike. Nathan Cook then 
rushed in the two-point conversion, and 
Auburn held an 8-7 lead.

With the game now in the second 

quarter, the Rockets added to the lead 
when Keating Oliver rushed up the mid-
dle and didn’t stop until he found the 
end zone from 4 yards out. Jayden Ortiz 
then hit Oliver with the two-point con-
version pass.

Shepherd Hill cut the halftime defi-
cit down to 16-15 when quarterback 
Luke Hill hit Welton on a 22-yard pass 
and Jaden Mello took a poor snap and 
turned it into a two-point conversion 
rush.

The second half  then saw Welton 
score twice from 23 yards out, which 
was sandwiched in between by a Mello 
1-yard TD. Welton (rush), Andruw 
Martinez (pass from Mello on another 
fumbled snap) and Miller (PAT) added 

the extra points.
Welton (14 carries, 148 yards), Miller 

(15 carries, 120 yards) and Mello (13 
carries, 74 yards) were the leading rush-
ers for the Rams, who improved to 3-7 
in what has been a trying season as 
they prepare for their Thanksgiving 
Day game.

“At this point, when you get to 
November, we want Thanksgiving. It’s 
a great rivalry with Tantasqua, and we 
are very excited to be there. We are very 
excited to have the opportunity to host 
them this year,” said Buchanan.

Auburn is now 6-4 and also have a 
Thanksgiving Day game. The Rockets 
will host Leicester High for the second 
annual Tarantino Cup.
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Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $17.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $14.95

Now taking reservations for Holiday 
Functions 10-250 guests. Please call to reserve.

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 12/31/22

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook for the Holidays? Ask your favorite local restaurant 

if they offer dine-in or take-out for Thanksgiving and/or Christmas! 
OR Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess or Christmas gifts!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

SPORTS

HIGH SCHOOL
NOTEBOOK

Thursday, Nov. 10
Fitchburg 33, Tantasqua 28 — 

The Warriors were edged by the 
Red Raiders during an untimed 
down in a non-playoff  matchup at 
the Reservation. Tantasqua touch-
downs included an Adam Howe 
20-yard pass to Landon Rice, a Howe 
17-yard run, a Brandon Denham 
7-yard run and a Howe 10-yard run. 
Kicker Luke Marvin added four 
extra point kicks. The Warriors (4-6) 
will play at Shepherd Hill Regional 
(3-7) in their annual Thanksgiving 
Day matchup.

Running Rams pick up 
hard-earned victory over Auburn

Nick Ethier photos

Shepherd Hill’s Luke Miller is off to the races and doesn’t stop running until he reaches the 
end zone for a 61-yard touchdown.

Auburn defender Christian Sacco saves a 
touchdown by tackling Shepherd Hill’s Lucas 
Welton near the goal line.

Caden Marotta of Shepherd Hill carries the ball and bounces out to the right side.

Shepherd Hill’s Jaden Mello dives to break up a pass, nearly intercepting the ball in the pro-
cess.

need the fruit or vegetables, water, salt, 
and spices. The desired ingredients 
are placed in a covered vessel like a 
Stoneware Pickling Crock. Weights are 
used to keep the fruit and vegetables 
submerged in water throughout the 
fermentation process.

Consider smaller fermentation kits 
for those with limited space. A three-li-
ter glass jar with an air-lock lid and 
ceramic weights will allow you to fer-
ment small quantities of  vegetables.

Reduce the workload and boost the 
enjoyment for those making tomato 
juice, sauces, and soups. Hand crank 
and electric tomato presses, strainers 
and sauce makers allow gardeners to 
separate the skins and seeds from the 

tomato meat for quicker and easier 
processing.

Giving a gift that helps preserve 
flavors from the recipient’s garden will 
be useful and remembered for seasons 
to come.

Melinda Myers is the author of more than 
20 gardening books, including Small 
Space Gardening and Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 2ndEdition. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series and the Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and 
was commissioned by Gardener’s Supply 
for her expertise to write this article. Her 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MYERS
continued from page A9

Annual Cops N Kids N Lions Steve 
Ide Memorial Toy Drive underway

It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 
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Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

WEBSTER – 2 UNITS – $419,900

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL JO-ANN FOR VIEWINGS! Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Hardwood �oors, Modern kitchen 
and baths, Eat-in kitchen, 

Near Webster Lake, O�-street 
parking, Updated roof, siding, 

windows & electric
142 Killdeer Rd  

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Totally updated! New septic kitch-
en, Oak �oors, Carpeting, Granite 
counters, 3 baths, Home o�ce, 
Gas heating systems, New plumb-
ing, Electric, and new stainless 
steel appliances
21 River Road – $515,000

4 bedrooms. 3.5 baths, Cathedral 
ceiling sitting room, Hardwood 
�oors, Main bedroom suite - bath, 
bedroom, nursery or o�ce, Gour-
met kitchen with gas stove top
24 Woodridge Road – $649,900

STURBRIDGE – Ideal for extended Family

MILFORD – 3,000 Sq., Ft. Cape

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  

1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath. Many recent up-
dates! Oversize 2 car garage! 
Level Lot to the Shoreline. Nicely 
Landscaped! 

$705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 14,798 Sq. 
Ft. of LAND. CONSERVATION APPROVAL 
for proposed Building, MASS DEP# 313-
1167. 248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- Water 
Frontage. Town Water & Sewer accessible. 

$250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included! $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage. 
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF.

$419,000.
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.

$125,000
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.

ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings! $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing Sun-
rises! Beautiful shoreline, 3 bedroom 
Cape features eat in kitchen w/island, 
fireplace living & dining room. 2nd 
floor, 2 bedrooms with 1/2 bath! 
Lower Level walkout, fireplace Family 
Room! Half bath. 

$785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd 

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! Unique op-
portunity to Own Waterfront 
Property with an 80’ +/- ft 
sandy beach!  .22 Acre & 100’ 
rd frontage - expansion possi-
bilities! 2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, 
Garage, $811,000.SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

WOODSTOCK • 540 NORWICH 
WORCESTER TURNPIKE RTE 169

ELEGANT, AUTHENTIC COLONIAL on HISTORIC 
WOODSTOCK HILL! $689,500.

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more! 
A MUST SEE! NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   

$279,900.

ON DEPOSIT 
IN 6 DAYS

ON DEPOSIT 
IN 6 DAYS

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.

$259,000.

ON DEPOSIT

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green

Call Paul 508-769-2351

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

NOW HIRING
HOUSEKEEPER

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com,
or send resume to 

info@salemcrossinn.com

Tag
  Sale

Saturday
November 19TH

10:00-1:00
Sunday

November 20TH

9:00-11:00

Furniture, Tools, Kitchen ware, Golf clubs, 
Men’s clothes, Decorations etc…

39 Edmonds Circle • Whitinsville Ma

Hands-on technical services for pumps and pump stations
Requires a motivated professional with a strong degree of
mechanical aptitude to provide in-shop and field service to
support customers throughout New England
$22-$30/hour full-time with regular O/T opportunities and
significant additional wage incentives
Full benefits, regular bonuses, employee owner annual stock
distribution and other incentives
Part-time opportunities are also available

NOW HIRING!

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIANS
AND SHOP SERVICE TECHNICIAN

Scan to apply and find out more information

Apply online at www.cummins-wagner.com/careers/

FULL BENEFITS INCLUDING HEALTH,
DENTAL, VISION, LIFE INSURANCE,
401 (K) CONTRIBUTIONS, ETC.

Join Our
Team!

100% Employee-Owned Company

For Advertising Information
Call 508-764-4325

email: ads@stonebridgepress.news

Sturbridge Board of  Selectmen. Church 
Member Lucette Favreau read a letter 
from Rev. Elizabeth Garrigan-Byerly, 
Executive Conference Minister for Area 
Conference Ministry of  the Southern 
New England Conference of  the United 
Church of  Christ. 

“Thanks be to God for the bold vision 
of  your ancestors,” Garrigan-Byerly 
wrote. She went on to acknowledge every 
contributor, from “those who unlock the 
doors…tend the grounds…and clean the 
sanctuary” to “those who tend to the 
spiritual and worshipping needs of  the 
community.”

Church Member Loretta Medeiros read 

a letter from Rev. Yvonne Miloyevich, 
Central Association Coordinator of  
the American Baptist Churches of  
Massachusetts who wrote, “May our 
good Lord unify and strengthen you all 
for the journey and challenges ahead.”

Executive Board President Holice 
Turnbow recognized eighteen Members 
whose association with the Church 
extends as far back as 1947. The group 
included Bob Briere (1947), Rick 
LaVergne (1953), John Boniface (1954), 
Beverly Morse (1954), Steve LaVergne 
(1957), Ann Gibson (1957), Ray Simpson 
(1958), and Linda Simpson (1959). Also 
recognized were Bob Knight (1959), Bob 
McDonald (1963), Jackie Gay (1966), 
Linda Misiaszek (1967), Ron and Barbara 
Stietzel (1967), John and Judy Taylor 
(1971), Christina Knight (1972), and Judy 
LaVergne (1972).

In his sermon, Pastor Cote reminded 
those assembled that the Church’s history 
pre-dates the creation of  the Federation 
by nearly 200 years. “Our history began 
in 1736 when the Congregational Church 

was built,” he said. “It functioned as the 
town’s meetinghouse during the week 
and a church on Sunday mornings when 
the body came together.” The Baptist 
meetinghouse that eventually found 
a home at Old Sturbridge Village was 
constructed in 1747, and the Unitarian 
Church opened its doors in 1864. 

It wasn’t until 1922 that the three 
churches came together and created the 
Federated Society whose centennial is 
being celebrated this year. 

“This is a major milestone for the 
church,” Pastor Cote said. “We’re thank-
ful for our history and confident of  a 
great future.”

Centennial committee member, Jim 
Mansfield said the group has sealed a 
time capsule that is set to be opened 
during the Federation’s sesquicentenni-
al year in 2072. The capsule includes a 
story and two of  the 2,500 masks created 
and distributed by Church members as 
a community project during the Covid-
19 pandemic. Also included are a story 
about the death of  Queen Elizabeth, 

and one predicting the end of  printed 
newspapers; a collection of  2022 coins; 
a church cookbook; a hymnal; a calen-
dar and brochures from Old Sturbridge 
Village; a cell phone, a Centennial seed 
card; a typical Sunday bulletin; a roster 
of  the 50+ Members, and copies of  the 
proclamations and congratulatory let-
ters.

The Federated Church of  Sturbridge 
& Fiskdale joyfully celebrates Christ’s 
presence and God’s grace in our lives. 
Members of  the community are wel-
come and invited to join in worship 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. The 
services are also live-streamed on the 
Church’s Facebook page,

FederatedChurchSturbridgeFiskdale. 
For additional information about The 
Federated Church of  Sturbridge & 
Fiskdale, please visit the Church web-
site at sturfed.org or contact the Church 
office at (774) 304-1021 or churchoffice@
sturfed.org. 

CENTENNIAL
continued from page A1

ing at the Supply Services Section of  a 
recent electric bill. If  it says “Supplier: 
NextEra Energy Srvcs MA-Charlton 
Agg,” then that account is enrolled. If  
it says something else such as Basic 
Service Fixed or names a supplier other 
than NextEra, then that account is not 
enrolled. Starting with the electricity 
bill participants receive for December 
2022, the Supplier name will change to 
Charlton CEA’s new supplier “Direct 
Energy Srvcs-Charlton Agg.”

In December 2022, all Charlton CEA 
participants will automatically be tran-
sitioned to the new price for the pro-
gram option in which they are now 
enrolled. No action is necessary for 
program participants.

Residents and businesses can enroll 
in Charlton CEA or switch rate options 
at any time. To make a switch use the 
online form at charlton-cea.com or by 
calling the Charlton CEA program at 
(855) 639-8103. charlton-cea.com shows 
the current program rates through 
December 2022. Rates from December 
2022 onward are shown below. It can 
take one or two billing cycles for the 

supplier change to appear on the utility 
bill.

Residents should be aware that while 
the default supply product is Charlton 
Standard, - which meets all renew-
able energy content requirements of  
the Commonwealth, Charlton CEA 
also offers a 100% renewable product, 
Charlton 100 percent Local Green., In 
Charlton 100% Local Green, 100% of  
the electricity is sourced from renew-
able resources. Households that elect to 
enroll at in Charlton 100% Local Green 
can do so by using the online form at 
charlton-cea.com.

Please note that because utility Basic 
Service rates change every six months 
for Residential and Small Business 
customers and every three months 
for Large Business customers, future 
savings for the Charlton Community 
Electricity Aggregation program can-
not be guaranteed. Charlton CEA par-
ticipants can opt-out of  the program at 
any time, without penalty, and return to 
utility Basic Service.

The community should also be aware 
that third-party electrical suppliers 
have been contacting residents via door 
knocking, telephone outreach and mail-
ings, claiming to be partners with the 
Town of  Charlton as electrical sup-

pliers. Any communication about the 
program can be found on the Town’s 
municipal website (townofcharlton.
net). In addition, no one affiliated with 
the program will come to your house 
and all communication will have the 
Town seal.

Contact the Town at 508-248-2209 or 
nesgovagg@nexteraenergyservices.
com with any questions.

The Charlton CEA Program cannot 
guarantee savings compared to utility 

Basic Service for the duration of  the 
Program pricing because future Basic 
Service rates beyond April 2023 are 
unknown.

The products labeled “Green” con-
tain additional Renewable Energy 
Certificates (RECs) above that required 
by MA law. The additional RECs qualify 
for MA Class I designation from genera-
tion located within, or delivered to, New 
England.

like us to have,” D’Arcangelo said. 
He later discussed ongoing updates 

to the district’s wireless connectivity 
infrastructure including upgrades to 
the district’s network switches which 
assist in forwarding data packets 
between devices. 

“We’re in the process now of  submit-
ting an E-Rate category-two program for 
the networks switches,” D’Arcangelo 
said. “We’re looking to replace all 90 
network switches next year. The cur-
rent switches will be five to six years old 
by the time we replace them. They run 
24/7, so they just need to be replaced as 
part of  general maintenance.”

Looking ahead, the district will be in 
need of  a whole new fleet of  computers 
in the near future. D’Arcangelo said a 
good portion of  the active computers 
will need to be replaced due to outdated 
software capabilities.

“We have 1,200 computers we have 
to upgrade to Windows 11 or above 
in less than two years. Windows 10 

support will end on Oct. 14 of  2025. 
At that point Microsoft no longer sup-
ports Windows 10. There are no security 
updates. Anything not upgraded needs 
to be removed from the network. Part 
of  that upgrade is going to be replacing 
500 computers. There are a bunch of  
computers that will not run Windows 
11 or above. They’re five to nine years 
old and they need to be replaced,” said 
D’Arcangelo. 

He also informed the School 
Committee that the entire fleet of  1,800 
Chromebooks will need to be replaced 
before 2027. An exact cost for these 
replacements was not provided during 
the meeting but D’Arcangelo indicated 
that it would be too much to ask the 
public to pay for it all at once.

Members of  the School Committee 
discussed the potential workaround of  
embracing a “bring your own device” 
or “BYOD” approach allowing stu-
dents to bring their own laptops or 
Chromebooks to school instead of  
providing a computer for every child 
while still investing in a certain num-
ber of  computers to provide for those 
families who can’t afford the technol-

ogy. This approach is already being 
embraced agt the high school level, but 
Superintendent Steven Lamarche noted 
that they have not found a good way to 
implement the practice in lower grades.

D’Arcangelo’s final note in the update 
was the need for additional staff  in his 
department. He explained that the Tech 
Department has worked with only three 
employees for 15 years. However, as 
technology has become a larger part of  
the school experience, he feels that the 
workload is overwhelming him and his 
personnel. 

“We’re averaging around 2,200 tick-
ets. That’s a low-ball number. We’ve 
already closed almost 1,000 this year 
and it’s the middle of  November. We’re 
kind of  treading water in a couple of  
areas. We’re definitely looking to get 
some assistance,” said D’Arcangelo.

The School Committee did not imple-
ment any immediate course of  action to 
help implement any of  the proposals in 
D’Arcangelo’s plan. A copy of  the five-
year Technology Plan has been made 
available on the School Committee’s 
page of  the district Web site. 

TECH PLAN
continued from page A1

CEA
continued from page A1

Emma Earls participates in 
Hamilton College production 
of “Measure for Measure”

CLINTON, N.Y. — Emma Earls, 
of  Sturbridge, played the role of  
Escalus in the Hamilton College 
Fall Theatre production of  William 
Shakespeare’s “Measure by 
Measure.” Earls, a junior majoring 
in creative writing, is a graduate of  
Deerfield Academy.

Directed by Hamilton College Professor 
of  Theatre Craig Latrell, “Measure for 
Measure” is a play about political dis-
cord, morality, authenticity, and a wom-
an›s right to control her body, a topic 
that continues to resonate today.

Hamilton College, a leading liberal 
arts institution located in Clinton, New 
York, is where exceptional students 
explore passions through an open cur-
riculum and robust research, intern-
ship, and off-campus study opportuni-
ties. Students graduate ready to lead 
purposeful lives thanks to highly regard-
ed faculty mentors, generous resources 
that support each student’s interests, and 
a loyal alumni network. The College’s 
need-blind admission policy ensures 
access for talented students with limited 
financial means. Learn more at www.
hamilton.edu.
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WORCESTER — Catholic Charities 
Worcester County announced today that 
they are still accepting volunteers to 
deliver and serve Thanksgiving dinner to 
those in need. Whether delivering meals 
or serving the noontime meal at St. Paul 
Cathedral, volunteers will have an oppor-
tunity to visit with people who would 
otherwise be alone this Thanksgiving.

For more than 60 years, the Bishop 
of  Worcester has hosted a dinner pro-
vided by Catholic Charities Worcester 
County to assure a meal and fellow-
ship to homebound elders, people with 
disabilities, homeless individuals, and 
those who would otherwise be alone on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Both sit-
down dinners at the Cathedral of  St. 
Paul and home-delivered meals are avail-
able to those in need on these important 
holidays. In 2021, the Bishop’s Holiday 
Dinners on Thanksgiving and Christmas 
provided over 6,000 home-delivered 
meals to those in need by nearly 1300 
volunteers. 

Volunteers are needed at both the sit-
down dinner located at the Cathedral 
of  St. Paul, 38 High St., Worcester, and 
meal delivery from St. Peter’s Catholic 
Elementary School. Sit-down dinner 
volunteers should arrive between 11:30 
a.m. and noon, and can register at this 

link: https://www.ccworc.org/cathedral-
registration/. Meal delivery volunteers 
begin arriving at 8am to receive the 
meals and delivery route. Meal deliv-
ery volunteers should register at this 
link: https://www.ccworc.org/bishops-
dinnervolunteer/.  Meals will be picked 
up drive-through style at the gym at 
St. Peters Catholic Elementary School, 
entrance on 10 Hammond St., Worcester, 
MA 01610. If  you would like to request 
a meal, call 508-798-0191 or go to the 
following link: https://form.jotform.
com/222785930706159.

Most Rev. Bishop Robert J. McManus 
invites anyone and their family to 
join him at St. Paul’s Cathedral for a 
Thanksgiving dinner. Catholic Charities 
provides bus routes to and from St. Paul’s 
Cathedral and will pick up individuals 
at: Lincoln Village, Booth Apartments, 
Seabury Heights, Green Hill Towers, 
Belmont Apartments, Green Island 
NOC, Greenwood Gardens, Canterbury 
Towers, Elm Park Towers, Pleasant 
Towers, Murray Avenue Apartments, 
Marble Apartments, and Webster Square 
Towers.

Sponsored by: 
Saint Francis Community Healthcare, 

Inc., Rockland Trust, BayState Savings 
Bank, J.J. Bafaro, Inc., Griffin and 

Company, Price Chopper, Hanover 
Insurance, The Protector Group 
Charitable Foundation, The Boston Red 
Sox, The Camosse Family Foundation, 
TD Bank, Cornerstone Bank, Worker’s 
Credit Union, Clinton Savings Bank, 
Grantham Group, Reliant Medical 
Group, Dauphinais Concrete, Hanover 
Insurance Group, The Grenon Family 
Foundation, Berkshire Bank, Digital 
Federal Credit Union, Cornerstone 

Bank, Fallon Health, Risk Strategies, 
Savers Bank, Southbridge Credit Union, 
UniBank, Worcester State University, 
The Eppinger Family Foundation, 
Atlas Distributing, DiMeo Schneider & 
Associates, Leominster Credit Union, 
Eastern Bank, Machado Consulting, 
Reliant Medical Group, Rollstone Bank 
& Trust, St. John’s High School, Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation and 
more to come!

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront 
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, 
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page 
for our full menu.

Friday Acoustics 
11/18 – NRG
11/23 – 
  Missy’s Music Mix

Celebrate
Thanksgiving Eve 

with us!

Give a 
Gift Card 

for a 
Great
Night
Out!

241 PROVIDENCE ROAD, WHITINSVILLE • 508-234-8777
FREE LAYAWAY • FREE DELIVERY

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH., FRI. 9:30-8:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN 11-5
0% INTEREST FOR ONE FULL YEAR

www.sundeenfurniture.com

Sundeen Furniture

Red Hot Prices… Limited Time Only

Special
Savings On

H Bedrooms
H Living Rooms
H Recliners
H Occasional Pieces
H Entertainment Centers
H Sealy Mattresses

0% INTEREST 
FOR 1 

FULL YEAR!

3 DAY
SALE

NOVEMBER 25, 26 & 27

StorewideSavings!

This program can help you:

Better manage
energy use.

Increase comfort
with less drafts.

Improve heating and 
cooling system effi ciency.

Keep out dust
and allergens.

Let us weatherize
your home and wrap it in 

layers of savings.

Now you can get up to 100% off approved insulation and no-cost air sealing. Think of insulation as a sweater for your home, 
keeping the air you want in, and air sealing as a jacket, keeping dust and allergens out. Insulation and air sealing work 

together to better protect your home from winter and summer weather. Schedule a no-cost Home Energy Assessment
today to see how you can save energy and money all year long. Get started at ngrid.com/assessment.

To get started, schedule your no-cost Home Energy Assessment today.

Learn more at ngrid.com/assessment or call 1-866-527-SAVE (7283).
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Catholic Charities invites volunteers 
to assist on Thanksgiving Day
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366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

www.lamoureuxford.com
SALE HOURS Monday - Friday 8:30-6:00 • Saturday 8:30-3:00

SERVICE HOURS Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00 • Saturday till Noon

1997 - 20201997 - 2020
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On A Preowned Mustang From 
Lamoureux Ford!

2020 Ford Mustang 
Premium

5.OL V-8 cyl, manual, 
2,279 miles, Velocity Blue, 

Stk CU7739
$44,999.00

2018 Ford Mustang GT
5.OL V-8 cyl, manual,

10,055 miles, 
Orange Fury Tri-Coat

Stk CU7711
$41,999.00

2016 Ford Mustang V8
5.OL V-8 cyl, auto, 

9,750 miles, 
Shadow Black
Stk CU7720

$35,488.00

2016 Ford Mustang V6
3.7L V-6 cyl, auto, 

31,042 miles, 
Shadow Black
Stk CU7701

$27,999.00

2016 Ford Mustang V6
3.7L V-6 cyl, auto, 

39,664 miles, 
Shadow Black
Stk CU7717

$22,988.00

SALE ENDS November 26, 2022

$1,488*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring
this ad. Ends 11/26/22

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Yum
!

Complete thanksgiving meals available
Check our website or 

stop in store 
for more details. 

Complete thanksgiving meals available

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Order early 
limited
supply. 

Hearthstone Market 
& Catering

HOLIDAY
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH
9 AM - 4:30 PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM

70 EXHIBITORS IN
FOUR BUILDINGS IN EASY

WALKING DISTANCE

200 MAIN STREET
(ROUTE 32), MONSON, MA

MA PIKE EXIT 63, 32 SOUTH

-FREE ADMISSION-

FOR MORE INFO CALL
413-218-0693

Monson Arts Council
presents its 43rd Annual

CRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH

FOUR BUILDINGS IN EASY

(ROUTE 32), MONSON, MA
MA PIKE EXIT 63, 32 SOUTH

presents its 43




